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The Mystery of the Infinite Mercy of God 
 

By Monique Tarabeh 
Original article in English 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O 
ne day I took some time to reflect on the Holy Door of St. Peter's Basilica opened by Pope Francis on December 
8, 2015 to begin the Jubilee Year of Mercy.  Contemplating the panels of the door was a rich and profound 
moment.  It occurred to me that it might be worthwhile to share with you some of my experience.  So, I invite you 

to consider the history of the “Mercy of God" through the photos I took. 
 
The Holy Door is an opening to the central message of the Gospel, the message of God's mercy which looks at the 
human misery.  This powerful truth is transmitted through panels engraved in bronze. The sixteen door panels are like 
the verses of a hymn, which sings the mystery of the infinite mercy of God, departing from the history of sin that 
degrades humankind, stopping on penance that rehabilitates, and enlightening all situations with the certainty of God's 
forgiveness. 
 
I'll present the image and the theme of each panel.  
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God of Mercy, help us to continue your work in a world longing for God’s Mercy, “to see and hear the good news of 

Jesus through the eyes and ears of those who are oppressed, calling us to respond in radically new ways”  (from the 

Direction Statement, 30th Congregational Chapter 2015). 

Jesus' baptism in the     

Jordan  

The lost sheep  The merciful Father  Healing of the paralytic  

The sinner forgiven  The duty of forgiveness  Peter's denial  Paradise promised to the 

criminal  

The appearance to    

Thomas  

The appearance of the resur-

rected Christ in the Cenacle  

The appearance of the 

Risen Christ to Saul  

The opening of the Holy 

Door  
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News from Vietnam 
By Sr. Joanna Le  
Original article in English

 

T 
he year 2016 marks 59 years since the first 

foundation of the Good Shepherd in Vietnam.  April 

1975 brought a great crisis in the political life of the 

country and our sisters had to leave the mission they loved 

so well. In 1992 two Vietnamese sisters were invited back 

to start a vocational training center for young girls in the 

Mekong region.  God has blessed their efforts and the 

seed, sown years ago, has begun to sprout and bear fruit. 

Today, there are 3 communities with 14 final professed 

sisters, 14 temporary professed sisters, 3 novices, and 8 

candidates.   

On April 22, 2016, six novices were professed:  Sisters 

Rose Virginie Le Thi Thom, Assumpta Nguyen Thi Phuong, 

Francisca Do Thi Thai, Bernadette Nguyen Thi Lan, 

Faustina Nguyen Thi Yen Nhu and Rita Nguyen Thi Kim 

Anh. The sisters, friends and families of the novices 

witnessed the simple and solemn ceremony of profession  

at Fatima Church in Vinh Long We praise and thank God 

for having called them and for their generous gift of self to God.  

April 24, 2016 is also memorable to our Sisters Rosalie 

Nguyen and Catherine Phan.  It marks the 40
th
 anniversary 

of their profession.  We pray that God bless and give them 

many more years in God’s pasture! 

In March the Vietnam Sector welcomed Sr. Josita Corera, 

Congregational Councilor, and Sr. Regina Htoo Htoo, 

Province Leader.  As they  visited our three communities, 

Sisters Josita and Regina also met the different teams: 

Mission Development, Formation, Temporary Professed, 

and Sector Leadership Team.  Their listening, sharing and 

support strengthened our desire to give ourselves for the 

mission and in keeping with the direction of the Congregation. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We are grateful to God, the Congregation, and benefactors 

for praying, accompanying and supporting us over the 

years. May our lives proclaim God’s mercy and our zeal 

embrace the world. 

Final Profession celebrations in 

Myanmar 
By Sr. Rebecca Kay Thi Oo  
Original article in English 

S 
isters Rosie Moe and Olivia Ja Sein made their 

final profession of vows on 13
th
 March 2016 during 

the Eucharistic Celebration held at St. John the 

Baptist’s Catholic Church, Bo Sun Pet Street, YangonThe 

Sisters pronounced their vows in the presence of Sr. M. 

Regina Htoo Htoo, the Province Leader of East Asia.  

The Good Shepherd Sisters and lay Mission Partners, 

families, relatives, friends, priests, religious, and 

benefactors - around 250 people - witnessed the occasion 

and participated in the celebration. Lunch was served to 

everyone after Mass. 

After having prepared two months intensively for this day, 

Rosie and Olivia were ready to say a definite “Yes” to our 

Compassionate Shepherd God. The theme chosen for the 

occasion was taken from the words of our beloved 

foundress, St. Mary Euphrasia: “Act for God alone.” 

In the afternoon, the Sisters, the families of the newly 

professed and all Good Shepherd people gathered 

together at the convent to join the happy hour in honor of 

the two newly professed Sisters. 

At present, there are 14 Good Shepherd temporary 

professed Sisters and two novices in Myanmar. 
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I 
n the village of Germania, 36 unemployed and economically 
disadvantaged women participate in the savings and loan without 
interest microfinance project. It is a response of the Good Shepherd 

to the cries of Honduran women who lack decent work to make a living 
and help their families most pressing needs such as food, medicine, and 
schooling for their children. 
 
The mission is to support women entrepreneurs in the Germania village 
area by providing seed capital and training in order to develop skills, 
allowing them to be self-sustaining and contribute to the welfare of their 
families. 
 
Women entrepreneurs run small businesses with the loan obtained 
through the Mission Development (MDO) in Rome and the office of the 
MDO in Latin America. The institution MISEAN CARA funds our project. 
By generating profits, the women increase their household income and 
can afford better nutrition and other basic necessities.   
 
One of the achievements of the Project is empowering the women to 
save. Each participant has a deposit book that records her monthly 
savings which is a portion of the profits.  Furthermore, the women are 
trained in other areas:  entrepreneurship, customer service, accounting 
basics, self esteem and empowerment, interpersonal relations, 
domestic violence and human rights. 
 
They have also participated in a fair expo to show the products they sell 
from home or at a small storefront.  By their participation, they hoped to 
influence the wider community by demonstrating their capabilities and 
achievements.  The impact on the community was obvious.  Other 
women and men have come forward, asking to participate in the project.   
 
In addition to the 36 women and obtaining other resources, the project 
has given a similar opportunity to six unemployed men living in poverty 
with children to feed.  Following the same guidelines used with the 
group of women, the men receive a loan for which they sign and 
monthly loan repayment is collected.  The participation of the men in the 
project has produced results one hundred percent .  
 
The economic crisis in Honduras is alarming, as well as the widespread 
insecurity.  As Sisters of the Good Shepherd, we strive to be a small 
response to the needs, so that other people, especially women in need, 
may have abundant life.  A team of Sisters and Partners, we are 
responsible for the coordination and implementation of the Project. 
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Economic justice, 
Honduras 

“Woman, Get Up and Walk”  
A Microfinance Project 
 

By Sr. Nidia Quesada  

Original article in Spanish 

Translated by Sr. Mercy De Leon 
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Humanitarian crisis in the area of Health 

The country has an 80% shortage of even the most basic medicines, 

and every day the situation worsens. This situation has caused 

dozens of deaths and there seems to be no short-term solution. It is 

frustrating for pharmacies which go in search of medicines. Absolutely 

nothing can be found; the shortages are incredible. Drug shortages 

and the deterioration of public hospitals, endanger the health of our 

people. There are those who have paid with their life. Hospitals lack 

even the most basic supplies   
 

What we are living through in Venezuela is alarming: 

We are living through one of the worst currency devaluations in the world.   

Inflation in 2015 was close to 270.7%.  

Venezuela has one of the highest percentages of violent deaths in the 

world.  In 2015, a total of 27, 875 violent deaths were reported.  That 

amounts to ninety deaths per 100,000 of our people.   

Presently patients die due to lack of medicines: those ill with cancer, 

diabetes, hypertension.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grocery stores have long lines. 

Personal items: toilet paper, shampoo, deodorant, sanitary napkins, 

toothpaste; and household supplies: soap, disinfectants, are very 

scarce. And if there is a supply someplace the lines to buy these 

products are very long.  

Supermarkets can sell only to those with the appropriate tickets, and 

we can only buy certain products on the day we are scheduled to buy 

– usually every 22 days. To purchase disposable diapers a mother 

needs to take the birth certificate of a child. 
 

Another social reality seen today is the migration of many young 

people in search of a better quality of life.  

In the midst of all this reality we have experienced a very caring 

people who share what little they have, and are looking for alternatives 

changing one product for another (barter). They are making gifts such 

as a package of rice, a bar of bath soap, toothpaste and the best item 

of all - a roll of toilet paper. We see a people who have little hope of 

change, and who are holding on to God every day, asking for peace, 

seeking reconciliation and the conversion of our governmental 

leaders.    
 

The reality of the country is very complex. It is difficult to express in a 

few words all we experience every day. As Good Shepherd Sisters we 

bring from our charism and mission a desire to work for reconciliation 

and peace among our people, living in solidarity with those who have 

less and putting our trust in God and Mary of Coromoto, begging that 

Venezuela will succeed.  
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I look at the Venezuela 
of today 
 

By Sr. Daisy Álvarez 
Original article in Spanish 

Translated by Sr. Marta Ceballos 
 

V 
enezuela is going through one of the 

most difficult periods in its history 

and it is difficult to understand.  In 

the not so distant past we were happy in our 

country not realizing that we were blessed.  

We could choose whatever type of milk we 

preferred, and we could buy as much as we 

wanted of whatever basic product. Today 

food shortages are between 50% and 80%. 

The markets are empty and people do not 

have access to basic foods common to the 

Venezuelan diet such as: milk, flour made 

from cooked corn, sugar, oil, rice, and coffee, 

industrial cheeses (which are usually 

handmade), meat and wheat flour and its 

derivatives. We are in a very, very critical 

situation.  Families are going hungry often 

existing on one meal a day and depending on 

what food they can find. Sadly, companies 

responsible for food production and 

distribution have been taken over by a 

government that can no longer subsidize 

these companies.    
 

This requires us to import, but we don’t have 

the dollars to import. Therefore, we are 

witnessing a situation of scarcity and, if 

appropriate emergency measures are not 

taken, we will have a situation of hunger 

never before seen in the history of the 

Venezuelan republic. This severe crisis is 

affecting all sectors of society. The inability to 

obtain food as well as personal hygiene 

items, general cleaning products, spare parts 

for vehicles, and appliances is creating 

insecurity. Now the situation is compounded 

by the shortage of medicines.   
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O 
n April 17, 2016, the 

Religious of the Good 

Shepherd (RGS) in the 

Philippines celebrated its first Open 

House on the occasion of Good 

Shepherd Sunday and World Day of 

Prayer for Vocations. 

 

Attended by hundreds of families, 

staff, mission partners, benefactors, 

and friends, the Open House was a 

thanksgiving effort of the Philippine 

Province to recognize the invaluable 

support of everyone involved in the 

ministries and to thank the Lord for 

the gift of vocations to the 

congregation. The Open House was 

held in the Good Shepherd Convent 

compound in Quezon City. 

 

A thanksgiving Mass was presided by 

His Eminence Gaudencio B. Cardinal 

Rosales, archbishop emeritus of 

Manila, along with Eudists and priest-

friends of the sisters. In his homily, 

Cardinal Rosales recalled childhood 

memories with the RGS who shaped 

his vocation and the zeal of the 

sisters, both apostolic and 

contemplative, to give their lives 

totally to the shepherding of the most 

abandoned. He further reminded the 

faithful that all Christians are called to 

be compassionate and merciful 

regardless of their condition and 

stature because it is only love that 

ultimately saves. 

 

The Mass ended with the launching of 

the “What’s Your Good Shepherd 

Story?” campaign that aims to 

strengthen the local resource 

mobilization and promote vocations. It 

was followed by a lunch prepared by 

sisters from the different communities 

of the province and an afternoon 

bazaar showcasing handicrafts, 

accessories, religious items, farm 

produce, and delicacies. After lunch, 

three people shared their stories: Mrs. 

Ching Daclan, a long time lay affiliate; 

Sr. Marcia Mercado, RGS, province 

secretary; and Mrs. Gloria, a staff 

from Bahay Pastulan. 

 

The Open House concluded with an 

Evening Prayer for Vocations. Sr. 

Regina Kuizon, RGS, province leader, 

read the message of Pope Francis for 

World Day of Prayer for Vocation 

before the service started. Dozens of 

religious men and women from 

several religious congregations, RGS 

apostolic and contemplative, vocation 

contacts, and youth groups gathered 

at the chapel for the adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament and recite the 

vespers to pray to the Lord of the 

harvest to send holy men and women 

into the Church. 

RGS Philippines holds first Good Shepherd 
Sunday Open House  
 

By Elias Tolentino, Resource Development Manager  
Original article in English 
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St. Mary Euphrasia’s Feast celebrated with 
First Communion, renewal of vows, fun 
activities 

By Elias Tolentino, Resource Development Manager  
Original article in English 

(24 April 2016) 

I 
t was a day full of joy at the 
Provincialate in celebration of the 
feast day of St. Mary Euphrasia 

Pelletier, foundress of the Religious of 
the Good Shepherd (RGS). 
  
Girls from Bukid Kabataan (Cavite), 
Euphrasian Residence (Quezon City - 
QC), Heart of Mary Villa (QC), Ruhama 
Center for Women (QC), and Welcome 
House- Paco (Manila), RGS, mission 
partners, and friends gathered during 
the event which started with a 
Thanksgiving Mass presided by Rev. 
Fr. Robert Leus, CJM. 
 
 

After the homily, Sr. Clara Loilo, RGS 
knelt before the altar to renew her 
vows of poverty, chastity, obedience, 
and zeal before the congregation. Her 

renewal of vows was received by Sr. 
Regina Kuizon, RGS, Province Leader. 
 

During the Communion, seven girls 
from Bukid Kabataan received their First 
Communion. The Mass ended with the 
traditional offering of red roses to the 
statue of St. Mary Euphrasia, and was 
followed by an agape in Heart of Mary 
Villa. 

Sr. Lea Comia, RGS took the stage to 
retell the life of St. Mary Euphrasia from 
her early childhood upto the founding of 
the RGS. Then Kung Fu Panda 3 was 
shown in the screen to the delight of the 
girls and the sisters alike. Lunch 
followed and a quiz bee was held where 
girls were grouped to answer the 
questions about the life of St. Mary 
Euphrasia and the RGS. 
This is the second year to which the 
Province has celebrated St. Mary 
Euphrasia’s feast day with the gathering 
of the girls from nearby centers for a 
day of fun, games, and treats. Thanks 
to the generosity of the local leaders 
and the benefactors, the celebration 
marked a milestone in the life of the 
girls served in different  RGS centers 
across the country. 
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M 
aking clear and evident our 
Good Shepherd 
commitment to work for 

justice, in 2012, we, the Sisters of 
Vigo, in the Province of Spain, began 
an ongoing discernment to respond to 
the needs  in the neighborhood of 
Calvary where our community is 
located.  Once we learned the reality 
of our neighborhood, we saw how we 
as could be a presence of the Mercy 
of Jesus, the Good Shepherd.  We 
discerned that we could respond to 
the following: 

 

Help immigrants integrate into 
society and learn the language.  

Help children of immigrants and 
others who are alone in the streets 
and parks because their parents are 
working; after school activities are 
lacking due to decrease in financial 
aid and these children are left without 
space and support to help them with 
their school work.    

 

We felt that the appropriate place to 
develop the services that could ease 

these needs was the parish 
community center. We expressed our 
interest to the pastor of the Parish of 
the Immaculate.  The Pastor became 
interested in our project and gave his 
approval. Thus began our service, 
with the help of several volunteers, 
some associations and sisters of 
other religious congregations.  
In 2013, in dialogue with the pastor, 
we saw the need in the parish to have 
the program function as a part of 
Caritas on the parochial level.  
 
On October 1, 2013, after a year of 
formation on the part of the diocesan 
office of Caritas, all of those who 
participated in the parish projects, 
along with our pastor who acts as 
president of the local Caritas branch, 
we began the Caritas Welcoming 
Project. We incorporated into Caritas 
all of our existing programs and two 
new programs which were begun 
during the time of our formation. We 
had five projects to coordinate:  

 Welcoming and journeying with 
families. 

 Spanish classes for the immigrants. 

 Tutoring. 

 Sewing classes. 

 Values workshop. 
 

1- Welcome and journeying with 
families. 
This program involves: 
Welcome: An appointment is made 
with a sister and volunteers to visit a 
family.                
The visits are made Monday through 
Friday.   
Direct care: On the afternoon of the 
first and third Tuesday of the month, 
the social worker from the Diocesan 
Office of Caritas and a volunteer meet 
with individuals who have asked for 
appointments.   
Ongoing visits are made by 
volunteers. 
Direct financial aid is provided when 
there are no other social resources 
available for the presented need.  
Information, orientation to address 
different needs. 
Forming a close and personal 
relationship in order to promote the 

4 YEARS IN SERVICE OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN EXPERIENCING 
MERCY 
Let us allow ourselves be enveloped by the mercy of God. (Pope Francis)  

By: Sr. Carmen Galante 

Original article in Spanish 

Translated by Sr. Marta Ceballos 
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capacities of each person. 
Periodic meetings of the team in order 
to assess the situation of those 
served in a personalized way, 
according to the needs and processes 
of each person.  

 
The participant needs to belong to the 
Parish. The ultimate goal is for the 
family or person we serve, to be self-
sustaining in the future and to 
overcome their difficulties on their 
own. 
The 75 families were served during 
this period and there are 33 
volunteers that daily help and with 
their dedication help accomplish the 
families’ goals. 
 
2- Spanish classes for the immigrants  
In this program we welcome persons 
and journey with those who leave 
their countries and need to integrate 
into a different society than their own. 
They especially need help in learning 
a completely different language.  It is 
true that learning a new language is 
the main objective but we give great 
importance to reception, acceptance, 
respect and tolerance, giving the 
learning of another language a playful 
aspect. This activity takes place 
Monday through Thursday for two 
hours in the afternoon.  
40 persons participated in this project 
and there are 15 volunteers who 
worked with them.  
 

3- Educational effort - tutoring 
This workshop is directed toward 

children from the ages three to 
twelve. They come from lower 
economic situations and find it difficult 
to focus on their school work. In this 
program we concentrate on the 
following two elements: the 
development and the individual 
performance of each child; and the 
development of the qualities to be 
able to work in a group – socializing, 
playfulness, solidarity, respect, 
tolerance and generosity.  
The workshop’s hours are in the 
afternoons Monday through Thursday. 
There are usually 35 children who 
participate and there are 15 
volunteers responsible for the running 
of the program.  
 

4- Sewing Workshop  

This workshop was begun at the 

request of the women attending the 

Spanish classes. Classes are taught 

by 4 volunteers on Monday through 

Thursday.  

Basic skills are taught such as putting 

in a hem, attaching buttons or fixing a 

zipper. They then progress to learn 

how to mend clothes. The participants 

also learn how to make bags, gloves, 

hats, and clothing for small children, 

etc.   

The parish has three sewing 

machines, which have been donated 

by volunteers and used by the 

participants. The materials are also 

provided by the Caritas volunteers.  

Usually workshop attendance is very 

high and people involved in it are very 

happy, they progress. They can take 

home cloth from the workshop to 

make outfits. They also learn to 

crochet and or knit.   

 

5- A Workshop on Values 

The workshop is for children between 

six and twelve years of age. They are 

children involved in the tutoring 

program, but it is also open to other 

children who are interested in the 

topic. This project was launched at 

the request of the volunteers who 

direct the tutoring program and 

noticed the need for the workshop in 

the children they were serving.   

The purpose is to transmit a scale of 

values that will help them to be 

positive; to value who they are and 

what they have, and help them to 

develop social skills and values.   

This workshop is held on Friday. 

Usually, twelve children participate, 

and four volunteers lead it.  

 

Throughout the years, the programs 

have grown through the excitement 

and enthusiasm of the team leaders 

who have discovered that they can 

help others develop their skills and 

discover their own self-worth.  



11 Good Shepherd Newsletter, May-June 

Zeal without limit! 
By Sr. Monique Tarabeh 
Original article in French 

Translated by Belinda Haroun lay partner, Province of Lebanon / Syria  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L 
ast month in Milan I met Sr. Lorenza who works at a center with migrant women caught up in prostitution.  I found 
Sister’s zeal and ability to develop projects for the women fascinating.  My curiosity and desire to know more 
about such a creative and amazing person motivated me to interview her.     

Sr. Lorenza was born in Friuli, the province of Udine, Italy.  “My parents, my oldest brother and I (I was then four and a 
half years old) moved to the north of France.  Those were difficult times but we were able to cope which allowed us a 
positive integration,” she shared.  In September 1967 Sr. Lorenza joined the community at the Motherhouse in Angers; 
in 1976, she made her perpetual vows. 

“After my father’s death, I wanted my mother to come and live close to me in France.  At that time I was in our 
community in Bastia.  Because of the excessively humid climate in Corsica, my mother’s stay did not last long.  My trips 
between France and Italy made me seriously consider my situation.  As I was the only daughter, I had to make a 
decision, as difficult as it was.  Leaving the religious life was out of the question and community life, being an essential 
element of my vocation and mission, I wanted to dedicate my life to it.  With the consent of the Unit Leader and her 
council in France, I was allowed to stay near my mother in Italy.  And this arrangement lasted nine years!  I stayed with 
my mother until she passed away.  The sisters in France and Italy who were close to me geographically were a great 
support,” continued Sr. Lorenza. 

While staying with her mother, Sr. Lorenza helped at the parish and at Caritas in Udine where she was asked to offer 
support to French-speaking migrants.  This is where she first encountered young women in prostitution and 
subsequently helped them integrate into the community. 

A new trend that represented a violation of human rights was emerging on the streets of Italy at the end of the 1980s.  
Caritas responded to this threat to human rights and decided to open a home, raise awareness through campaigns, and 
take political action to obtain laws that would grant legal status to the undocumented women.  The TRAITE Project 
sponsored by the Farsi Prossimo Cooperative falls within the Italian Law 40/98 with particular reference to Article 18, 
which provides for social protective measures for women who are victims of human trafficking.  



12 Good Shepherd Newsletter, May-June 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After deciding to stay in the Province of Italy in 2004, Sr. Lorenza began 
working at a center in the periphery of Milan called LIRI, which means 
“freedom” in Albanian.  The center was initially founded for the purpose of 
helping Albanian women.  While the center does not belong to the Good 
Shepherd community, three Good Shepherd sisters work there in collaboration 
with Caritas:  Sr. Teresa Linda, who was the coordinator, Sr. Elena Isnardi, 
and Sr. Ester Gervasi.  As volunteers, the sisters live with the young women in 
the House of Welcome. 

The mission of the initial reception center is to offer young women a place 
where they can begin to recover from their life-threatening journey.  An 
educational team accompanies the young women. The team includes a social 
worker, a psychologist, an educator, lay volunteers, Sr. Lucia who had spent 

45 years in the province of Argentina/Uruguay, and Sr. Lorenza.  The team 
offers security to the women and helps them carry out a contract, which they 
sign prior to their admission to the center.  The young women stay at the 
center eight to twelve months or longer if they request to extend their stay. 
 

In order to help these women in the best possible way, the LIRI Center: 

1)  offers them protection, security, and health 

2) ensures adequate social integration through learning the language of their 
host country 

3)  helps them obtain the necessary documents allowing them to stay in the 
country and complete the process granting them citizenship 

4)  support their integration into the workplace  

Other aspects of the recovery process focus on self-care, building positive 
relationships within the Center as well as the wider community, and assistance 
with planning and preparing for their own future. 

Sr. Lorenza described the Center’s activities and a future project:  “We have a 
workshop where the young women receive orders and make souvenirs for 
such events as christening, weddings, holy communion, and confirmation. We 

plan to offer a sewing course at the 
Center.  One of our volunteers who is 
a seamstress and teacher by 
profession will teach the course.” 

Such work allows the young women 
to find balance within themselves and 
to manage their time.  The presence 
of our two sisters is an expression of 
the Good Shepherd charism and 
gives witness in the ordinary aspects 
of daily life that a person is of more 
value than a world.  

When I asked whether the sisters are 
associated with the parish in any way, 
Sr. Lorenza explained:  “For us, the 
parish is a source of friendships and 
collaboration, starting with our pastor.  
All doors are wide open to us and to 
the young women to participate in any 
event.  Our wish has always been to 
be a ‘bridge’ between the Church and 
the House of Welcome because we 
consider this mission as a mission of 
the Church.” 

The sisters have an apartment where 
they can enjoy quiet time for prayer 
and spiritual reading.  It is also an 
ideal place to accommodate sisters 

who come to visit. 

Despite age and health constraints, 
the sisters thank the Lord for this 
mission and consider it a privilege as 
it puts them in touch with the origin of 
our congregation.  Furthermore, they 
strongly feel the call of the Church 
through the voice of Pope Francis, 
who wants us to be in the existential 
peripheries.  

To conclude our interview, Sr. 
Lorenza reflected, “We pray the Holy 
Spirit that, if this is God’s will, our 
mission would keep going in this 
province, knowing that working with 
the young women is not easy.  The 
lack of vocations, as well as the 
difficulty finding sisters to replace us, 
makes us rethink our presence here.” 
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Homeless children – Community  
of St. John Eudes- Kikolo  

Education offered to women in Mozambique  Emília on the left and Donana 
on the right with Sr. Marcelina  

Sector of Angola / Mozambique 
We joyfully share the events and activities in our Sector. 
 

By: Sr. Antonica João  

Original article in Portuguese 

Translated by Sr. Marta Ceballos 

T 
emporary Profession                                                                                                                    
On the 24th of April we had 
the joy of witnessing the 

temporary profession of two novices, 
Emilia Daniel and Ana Donana in 
Luanda, Kicolo.  Emilia is the first 
sister originally from Mozambique, 
praise the Lord! 
 

Apostolates                                                                                                                                    
The Maria Droste Community in 
Mozambique, has a small school, in 
which they help children of the area – 
boys and girls – and offer them 
breakfast. They also have a literacy 
program for women.  
 
The St. John Eudes Community in 
Kicolo, welcomes homeless children. 
The majority of these children are 
accused of being witches and are 
abused. They run away from their 
homes or are driven out without the 
possibility of any help or support.  
 
The community also welcome women 
with children who are abused or 
abandoned by their spouses. The 
homeless children remain with them 
from three to five months, others stay 
up to two years.  
The minors accused of witchcraft stay 
in the program until arrangements can 
be made for a family to take them.  
Sometimes their families can be 
located and they are able to return 
them.  
 
The Community of Santa Terezinha a 
Samba Cajú, offers diverse pastoral 
activities, and operates a health 
center. 

Professional Training Centers                                                                                                
The Saint Mary Euphrasia Community 
in Camabatela offers a professional 
training program for young men and 
women. This program is funded by a 
local person. 
 
The Maria del Divino Corazón 
Community in Talatona runs the first 
center to offer professional training in 
various areas: information technology, 
decoration, cooking, baking, 
hairdressing, domestic workers and 
literacy classes. This center provides 
opportunities for youth and women, 
particularly those who live in the area. 
In recognition of Sister Chia and her 
formation programing in the 
congregation, the sisters of Angola 
have named a center in honor of her.  
 
The program will soon open its doors. 
We are grateful to the MDO in Rome 
and to other institutions who have 
financed this program. 
 
Actual situation in our country  
The health situation in our country is 
very precarious. This year we have 
seen an increase in malaria and 
yellow fever, which has led to the 
death of more than 500 children, not 
counting the adults, within a few days.   
 
This situation is due to the lack of 
medicines in the hospitals.  The 
financial crisis has worsen leaving 
many families in poverty.  
 
Those fortunate enough to have US 
dollars in a bank are not able to 
withdraw their money. 

School in Mozambique, school for 
girls and boys.  

Samba Cajú – Patients waiting to be 
seen by the medical staff 

Professional training Center Susan 
Chia - Talatona 
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Internal Ministry: shelters for children, adolescents and youth; School 
for parents, and religious and academic training. 

 Finances workshop by Sisters Zaira and Yolanda 

 Accounting office integrating programs required according to the 
Law. (two accountants, Accounting and Tax Advisory and Provincial 
Treasure) 

 Contact persons for the different Congregation offices. 

 Enhancing in the ongoing formation in different aspects. 
Strategic planning 2016-2019 
 

The mission activities with the partners lead us to a faithful 
commitment for the Kingdom of God. The memorable visit of the Pope 
Francis to our country, has delivered us strict and strong messages 
about our mission shared.  
 

The Pope Francis has come as a prophetic sign to awaken us and 
been conscious of the different concerns of our mission today.  
 
As a Nord Province Good Shepherd Sisters, we want to highlight our 
Charism of Mercy. Inheritance leaved by our founders San Jean 
Eudes and Saint Mary Euphrasia, Making us to see the great gift of 
love to the human dignity.  
Our sisters from the different communities traveled to the places 
where the Pope was present: Mexico City, Chiapas, Morelia y Cd. Juárez.  
 

In each place he left precise messages: In Chiapas to the families, in 
Morelia to the young people and the Consecrated life, In Mexico city to 
the civil and ecclesiastic authorities. He also visited the cancer 
patients and finally to the prisoners in the CERESO (social 
rehabilitation centre) of Cd. Juarez. There, a woman from the prison 
gave a poignant testimony. In the last Mass, at the end of his visit, the 
Pope addressed to all to make us conscious of the migrant life.  
 
During the Pope’s visit there were representatives from the 
communities participating in the different events 
 

In the Dioceses has been a superior effort to accomplish the task of 
the Jubilee of Mercy, as the Pope has asked us. “It’s not the time to 
stay in your palaces, but to go to the peripheries as the Good 
Shepherd with love and smelling sheep”  
 
In the country Bishops, priests, religious and lay people continue with 
the task of being the yeast of the Kingdom, based in the Pope’s 
momentum, bequest of his visit.  
As we realized and reflect with experts voluntaries, and knowing that 
the evil attaint our borders is coming from the family nucleus, it has 
been promoted in the media and in the parishes a series of 
conferences on marriage. The aim is to prevent as many divorces, 
single mothers, abandoned children an early age and therefore the 
family disintegration.  
 
This is a process of forces and actions in a personal, communitarian 
and provincial commitment inside of our Congregation.  

Sisters of Our Lady of 
Charity of the Good 
Shepherd 
México Norte Provine  
 

By Sr. Ma. De la Luz González  
Original article in Spanish 
Translated by Sr. Adriana Pérez  
 
“It is extraordinaire who brings in his heart the 
misery of the miserable with compassion.    
SJE O.C.VIII p.53 
 

 “Jesus, the Good Shepherd is calling us to 
live in union with Him”.  

 

D 
ear Sisters, it’s the very first time we 
are writing to you to share some of 
the echoes from what God has 

permitted us to live in the province. 
We live innovation’s moments and new 
experiences in an open spirit, readiness and 
commitment, facing the new realities that the 
Congregation is offering us. We feel included, 
respected and promoted to continue the way 
God is leading us in His history. He is opening 
us new horizons since the reunification that 
took place on June 27

th
, 2014.  

The main events in which we have 
participated are: 
 
CONGREGATIONAL LEVEL 

 Workshop in Chile: Formation Sessions to 
the Latin-American Leadership Teams  

 Participation in the REAL  

 Treasure Provincial Meetings in Argentina 
and Roma  

 Holistic Formation in Chile.  

 Participation in the Congregational Chapter 

 Visit of two CLT members to Mexico Nord 
and West provinces. (Susana Franco and 
Frances Robinson)  

 
MEXICO NORTE AND MEXICO 
OCCIDENTE PROVINCES LEVEL 

 Workshop in Mexico. MDO, JP and 
Spirituality, by Martha Iris and Heydi 

 Some sisters have participated in different 
meetings 

 Provincial Council Encounters 

 Planning for the Unification Process of the 
two provinces. Goal to be achieved in July 
2019. 

 Encounter of the two Units in unification 
process. Apostolic experiences in others 
provinces (Equator, Cuba, México Occidente) 
 
PROVINCIAL LEVEL 

 In the province we have seven communities 
carrying out their ministry outside: Prison 
Pastoral Care, migrants, women in 
prostitution, elderly people care and literacy. 
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Sisters of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd, Korea: 
Golden Jubilee (1966-2016) 
 

By  Sr. Stella Rhee  
Original article in English 

T 
he Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd 
Sisters in Korea celebrated their Golden Jubilee on 
May 19, 2016. We prepared for this celebration for 

one year beginning in May 2015. This year of preparation 
enabled us to move forward with strength, confidence, and 
unity. We were blessed as we became more deeply rooted 
in our spirituality and experienced a renewal of our vowed 
religious life.  
For our preparation, all of our Korean Sisters formed six 
teams responsible for the following: spirituality, liturgy, 
booklet publication, video production, St. Mary Euphrasia’s 
Words calendar, and pilgrimage. 
 

1) Spirituality 
The Spirituality team prepared a monthly retreat for the 
Sisters according to the Spirituality of St. Mary Euphrasia 
and St. John Eudes. After reflection on our spirituality, 
each community shared their reflections.  
After rereading St. Mary Euphrasia’s biography, 
Redemption, the Sisters shared their reflections with their 
community.  The team prepared an annual retreat based 
on our spirituality and charism and gave an eight-day 
retreat on four different occasions for the Sisters.  
2) Liturgy  
The Liturgy team was responsible for remaking a Good 
Shepherd liturgy book. 
3) Booklet publication: 
This team published a Religious of the Good Shepherd 
booklet. 
4) Video Production  
This team produced a video of the Good Shepherd Sisters 
in Korea covering the history and ministries. 
5) Calendar  
This team designed and created a calendar using quotes 
from St. Mary Euphrasia for each day. 
6) Pilgrimage  
All the Korean Sisters made a pilgrimage on foot from 
Gunsan to Okbong, the location of our first missionary 
Sisters' convent. We retraced our Sisters’ lives, 
remembering that they sowed the seeds of Good 
Shepherd spirituality of mercy and reconciliation. We 
renewed our spirituality, zeal, unity and reconciliation 
following in the footsteps of our missionary Sisters.  

Our 50th Anniversary 
 

May 19, 1966 was the day our first missionary Sisters (Sr. 
Anne Marie Willig and Sr. Rose Virginia Hayes) landed in 
Korea. Afterwards many missionary Sisters came to Korea 
and lived our Good Shepherd life. They laid the foundation 
stone and developed our Korean mission. They include Sr. 
Eileen Robinson, Sr. Rita Danganan, Sr. Bonaventure 
Mirasol, Sr. Pamela Volland, Sr. Joanna Le and Sr. 
Ramani Silva. We invited them to Korea and are deeply 
grateful for their response. Although Sr. Eileen greatly 
desired to continue serving in this mission, her health did 
not permit her to remain in Korea.  Many other Sisters 
came for varying lengths of stay during the early years, 
including Sr. Kathleen Caples, Sr. Angela Battung, Sr. 
Suzanne Sinense, Sr. Bernadette Robitaille, Sr. Lourdes, 
and others from Vietnam and Sri Lanka. 

Thirty priests and over 350 people joined and 
congratulated us on the day of our celebration, including 
our mission partners, former students, benefactors, and 
Sisters from other Congregations.  Bishop Jang presided 
over the Mass which was very beautiful and majestic. 
During the Mass we sang "Shepherd of my Soul", and "St. 
Mary Euphrasia's Prayer for Hope.” Our Korean Sisters 
choir sang "Praise Song," which was about our Good 
Shepherd vocation and life.  

After Mass, Sr. Marie Jean Bae, our Province leader, 
thanked all the missionaries and the participants. 
Representing the missionary Sisters, Sr. Ramani 
expressed gratitude for having been part of our Korean 
mission. We concluded with a presentation of our history 
and mission in Korea through the video that had been 
prepared.  

Our Missionary Sisters stayed some more days. They 
were very happy to meet old missionary friends and our 
Korean Sisters. They visited our apostolates and had a 
chance to do some sightseeing. It was a very meaningful 
time for our visiting missionary Sisters and for each of us. 
We were filled with a profound sense of gratitude for all 
that God has done over the past 50 years. May God 
continue to guide and lead us over the next 50 years, 
granting us many vocations and enabling us, with His 
grace, to be faithful to His call! 



16 Good Shepherd Newsletter, May-June 

Bread, Life, and Hope:  Stimulating the Economic  and Social development of Women 
A Project of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd  
First District of Managua, Nicaragua 
 
By Francisco Javier Hernández, lay partner 
Original article in Spanish 
Translated by Sr. Mercy  De Leon  

T 
he 2012 administration implemented Project Bread, Life, and Hope in the city of Managua, Nicaragua.  The 
project focused on low-income women from some of the poorest and most violent neighborhoods of the capital.  
Through capacity-building, eighty women received training in cake and bread making.  The training qualified them 

for much needed work.  Of these, six women were under contract and received a monthly salary as well as social 
benefits.   
 

Thirty-one women started individual business initiatives and generate their income through the sale of their own 
products.  Seventy women were making and selling their products and three secured formal jobs.  The income 
generated allowed the families of the women an improved quality of life, especially in the area of nutrition, since they 
could afford to buy food and other basic necessities.  Furthermore, the women who participated in bakery training also 
received a certificate from the National Institute of Technology (INATEC).  As certified bakery technicians, they are 
qualified for jobs that ensure a stable income and health insurance. 
 

The second phase of the project began in November 2014.  Of the target number of 120 beneficiaries to complete the 
bakery training, 101 were women, all of whom earned their INATEC certificate.  Of these 101 women, twenty came from 
the prison system EPIM.  All the women took part in the training workshop on Entrepeneurship, acquiring new tools to 
develop business plans.   
 

We also started “Sowing Hope,” a microcredit program consisting of a small loan of two hundred euros.  Twenty women 
were selected based on their business plans.  The steering committee evaluated and approved each microcredit loan.  
Thirteen women who are currently in the microcredit program are saving at least 10% of their profits.  
 

Furthermore, we provided comprehensive workshops on self-esteem, health, human rights, and spirituality to all the 
women.   Teamwork and the support of the Mission Development Office in Rome, the ODMAL of Bolivia, and funding 
from Ireland’s Misean Cara*  made the various activities and programs possible. 
 

* Misean Cara is a name in the Irish language; in English it means “Mission Friend.”  
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