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The Communion of Saints 
An Interview with Elizabeth A. Johnson, CSJ 
 
By Annmarie Sanders, IHM  

Original article in English 
 
 

W 
omen religious in the United States are experiencing a period of profound loss as many of the sisters who 
entered religious life in the large cohorts of the 1940s and ‘50s come to the end of their earthly existence. How 
might we view this time as not only one of great loss, but also as an opportunity to deepen our communion 

with those who have passed to another existence?  
 
In this interview by LCWR communications director Annmarie Sanders, IHM with theologian and Sister of St. Joseph of 
Brentwood Elizabeth A. Johnson, we explore how we may more intentionally be in communion with our deceased and 
draw upon the gifts offered through their continued presence to us. Elizabeth has written extensively about this 
communion, particularly in her book, Friends of God and Prophets: A Feminist Theological Reading of the Communion 
of Saints. 
 

An educator, public lecturer, writer, and ground-breaking scholar, Elizabeth is considered one of the architects of 
feminist theology. Her keen intellect and excellence in teaching have won her acclaim internationally, including 15 
honorary doctorates and numerous other accolades. Currently, she serves as a professor of theology at Fordham 
University. 
 

You have said in regard to the outcome of death, we literally have no information about what happens next nor 
any adequate conceptions of life after death, but we do have hope. Sometimes though that hope can become 
rather tenuous for a variety of reasons. What keeps your own hope alive in a life after death where we are 
somehow immersed into the gracious love of God? 
 

While we have no concrete information, we do have beautiful biblical symbols which convey hope. Homecoming, a 
wedding banquet, tears wiped away, being “face to face” with Love: these and other metaphors signal that something 
good is in store. A line I wrote in Friends of God and Prophets is often quoted back to me regarding this hope: 
“everything depends on the character of God.” This insight came out of somewhere deep in me. It grounds hope for the 
dead in God’s faithfulness. It trusts that the One who brings beloved persons to life in the first place can be trusted to 
see them through death at the end. 
 

Paul writes to the Romans (4:17) that Abraham believed in God “who gives life to the dead and brings into being the 
things that do not exist.” In other words, the Creator Spirit who creates the world is the same who recreates it at the end. 
If we believe that God has the loving power to create the world, then why would we not believe that the same God has 
the loving power to bring creatures through death into new life? In the context of faith, hope for those who have died, 
and ultimately for ourselves, is no mere wish but a radical extension of trust in God.  
 

So when you ask what keeps my own hope alive, it is belief in the living God who is faithful from beginning to end. This 
is not an easy hope. It is not a hope that takes away the grief over loss. It is not a hope that gives simplistic answers or 
pretends that death is not wretchedly real. But it is a hope that sheds a ray of light through all the grief and pain as we 
cling to the belief that God will be God.  
 

You have written so beautifully about the communion of saints who are available to us, who long to be in 
communion with us. How might we grow more conscious of this much larger community that desires 
connection with us, and particularly of our communion with those whom we have personally known and loved, 
the people whose lives left a deep imprint on us? 
 

One way would be to pray a litany of the saints in personal and communal prayer, adding the names of our own beloved 
dead. The way this is done in Latin America strikes me as very effective. In the base ecclesial communities, instead of 
responding with the classic formula “Pray for us” when the name of a saint is announced, the people say “Presente,” 
meaning “Be with us” or “We trust you are here with us.” The response calls on the memory of that person’s life story 
and the whole being of that person, and connects it to the community today. I find this really powerful in places such as 
El Salvador, where the litany names the country’s own martyrs such as Romero, the Jesuits, and the North American 
church women. When the group says Presente after each name, the lives of the martyrs become alive in the midst of 
the assembled community. I love what Augustine preached in one of his homilies on the martyrs -- that “one fire kindles 
another.” This is what happens as a faith community gathers to remember their martyrs, or other holy persons who have 
affected the community. The lives of those remembered kindles new fire within the hearts of those assembled. 
 

These kinds of practices are important. Individually, we can remember those who have died, be grateful for them, and 
draw strength from their goodness. When we remember them communally, we are giving a more public kind of witness 
to the power of their lives. We witness to their unfinished agenda and recognize that the torch is now in our hands. The 
reign of God is still coming, and the followers of Jesus have more to do.  
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In addition to experiencing our communion with the martyrs and saints, how might we be more conscious of 
calling upon those with whom we have journeyed personally who have impacted our lives?  
 

The Feast of All Saints is a good place to begin. This feast celebrates the graced holiness of ordinary people in 
everyday lives. It gives liturgical recognition to everybody who has lived as best they can according to their conscience. 
Each of us brings to this liturgy a personal circle of persons who have loved us and impacted our lives. It is the feast of 
everybody’s grandmother, so to speak, of everyone’s inspired teacher or counselor, of everyone’s best friend who has 
died. Such liturgical recognition can set the tone of our remembrance of our own loved ones throughout the whole year, 
bonded as we are in a community of the living and the dead.  
 

The grounding for this communion of saints is the Holy Spirit. The power of God’s own love and grace has formed us 
into one community across all boundaries of time and space. This unity is not really ours to forge, but rather it is a gift. 
Knowing that we are all connected leads us to relate in mutual ways. We thank God for our beloved dead, or pour out 
grief at their loss, or draw courage from their lives; they remember us before God. To cite Augustine yet again: “We 
marvel at them, they have compassion on us. We rejoice for them, they pray for us. Yet do we all serve the one Lord, 
journey to the same Jerusalem, follow after the one love?” 
 

What practices do you think we could better employ to help us live in deeper communion with those who have 
gone before us? 
 

One practice would be attentiveness to art. I have mounted in my office the print by Helen David Brancato, IHM called “It 
Was the Women Who Stayed.” At the center is the figure of the crucified Jesus being caressed and anointed by two 
women; surrounding this are small brushed-ink drawings of individual women who ministered to Jesus then and 
throughout history. A work like this does more than just depict their faces; it provides inspiration. Spending time with 
visual works of art like this can give us lessons of encouragement, as can the other arts. Creating home altars, 
remembering anniversaries, just living every day mindfully can contribute to awareness that our present moment 
stretches back to so many others, and also forward.  
 
Sometimes we call upon the deceased to be with us in our own realities in the here and now. You, however, 
suggest that we not try to meet those who have died by reducing their reality to our own imaginative size. You 
say instead that we need to go forth to where they dwell, that place in the mystery of the living God. What ideas 
can you offer for how we might meet the deceased by moving toward them, toward the future? 
 

Fundamentally they are embraced by the living God, and when we attend to the divine presence we find them there. 
How this expresses itself concretely depends a great deal on an individual’s personal spirituality. There are some people 
who have a very strong sense of the personal presence of a loved person who died – maybe a mother or a close friend. 
They sense their nearness and draw strength and consolation from it. There are others who do not have that experience 
at all. This does not mean that they do not have faith, but their approach goes through fields of darkness and silence, 
with less imagination and emotion.  
 

Centuries of poets and painters have tried to imagine heaven. They place those who have died in a stylized court, or 
heavenly garden, or a sky filled with clouds, angels, and rays of light. In all truth, this is an impossible task: “eye has not 
seen, nor ear heard ...” (1Cor 2:9). For myself, I do not find these images very appealing. I am one of those persons who 
does not have a strong experience of being with those who have died in a personal one-on-one way. Perhaps this is due 
to my interest in an evolutionary, scientific view of the world. Death really does end life as we know it. My instinct is to let 
those who have died go into the dark mystery of God and abide there, and to find communion with them in hope. 
 

To me, that is more satisfying than trying to imagine them in some other way. But for those who have a more active way 
of imagining, it is not wrong to picture those who have died in more explicit ways. Whenever I work with people on this 
subject, I try to emphasize that there is no one right way to experience communion with our beloved dead. We have to 
find our own way, and be careful not to be fooled into thinking that if we don’t feel one way or don’t experience 
something one way or another, something is wrong with our faith. There is a whole variety of ways to be with our saints.  
 
You quote Barbara Brown Taylor, who, in speaking of the great cloud of witnesses said, “Because of them and 
because of one another and because of the God who binds us all together, we can do more than any of us had 
dreamed to do alone.” How do you understand this concept that we can do more when we are at one with the 
cloud of witnesses?   
 

The cloud of witnesses appears in Hebrews 12:1-2: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us rid ourselves of every burden and sin that clings to us, and persevere in running the race that lies 
before us, while keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.” Biblical scholars tell us that the 
basic image being used is that of a stadium, where some people are contending in a race while people up in the stands 
are cheering them on. Focused on Jesus who finished the marathon first, and buoyed by the support of those who once 
ran on the tarmac, we the runners keep apace knowing that we are not alone, but part of a great community. Some day 
we will have run our course and go to join the cloud of witnesses in the stands cheering on the next generation of 
runners. If you live with consciousness of these connections, you can draw great strength to risk and dare, because you 
are not a solo operator. 
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If you try to envision life lived in deep communion with those who have gone before us, what do you see? How 
might life on this planet be different if we were living out of that communion? 
 

I learned something powerful about this from John Haught, namely, that honoring the dead and honoring nature are two 
sides of the same coin. He observed that indigenous people such as Native Americans are very aware of living in 
communion with the spirit of their ancestors at the same time as they experience deep communion with the natural 
world and its vitality in animals, plants, the air, water, and earth. Rather than living as an isolated monad, each person is 
part of the continuum of life, running like a river through time and across species. You have no doubt heard their wisdom 
in the saying that we need to make decisions that impact the planet with an eye to the effect those decisions will have 
“on the seventh generation” still to come. 
 

For Haught the spirituality of indigenous peoples that connects the ancestors and the future of our own race with care 
for the whole planet is an antidote for some of the narcissistic tendencies fostered by American culture. The dead are 
not remembered, the next generations are not considered, and the natural world is relentlessly consumed, all in the 
interest of powerfully selfish personal and corporate agendas.  
 

To me, the realization that we are carrying something of the human past into the future in connection with all the rest of 
the earth can be a healing keystone of personal identity. This insight of there being one continuum of life opens up a 
whole different way of living. 
 

So when you ask how life on the planet may be different, I would say that if we lived from this insight, it would make a 
great difference in our care for all creatures and in terms of our work for social justice. To live in communion with our 
past and our future helps us think of life not in separate compartments, but as one magnificent gift.  
 

Is there anything on this topic of living in communion that you wished I had asked you? 
 

We have focused on the communion of saints in a Christian context. But thanks to the universal, empowering presence 
of the Spirit of God, grace is not limited to the baptized. Today there is a growing recognition that “friends of God and 
prophets” can be found among all people everywhere. This makes the communion of saints a most inclusive community, 
one that crosses boundaries of race, sex, class, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and religion. We can draw courage from all 
directions as we journey toward a fullness yet to be imagined. Or so we hope.  
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Covenant Community  
JOHN 2:11 – 4:54 
 
By Sr. Marie Francoise Mestry 
Original article in English 
 

A 
 covenant community is a dream of religious life. An 
African proverb says, "If you want to go fast, go 
alone; if you want to go far, go together." A religious 

community’s long standing vision values the beauty of 
journeying together. Reading the Gospel according to St. 
John (chapters 2 – 4) gives an insight into what it means to 
be a covenant community and can be viewed from the 
following three dimensions: 
 

3 types of questions - 3 worlds 
 

 A historical question: What really happened?  The 
world behind the text 

 An editorial question:  What is the evangelist trying to 
communicate? The world in/of the text 

 A hermeneutical question:  What does the text mean 
to me? The world in front of the text. 

 
We can analyze this gospel from two perspectives: Divine 
revelation and human response. Divine revelation is about 
the words, deeds and miracles of Jesus, the Messianic Era 
transcending and transforming, a new understanding of 
worship where Jesus himself becomes the temple, a life 
giving presence of God. Human response is about the faith 
with which we respond to this divine revelation. The first 
disciples we see are Mother Mary, John the Baptist, the 
Samaritan woman and the royal official. In their journey of 
faith they moved from no faith to partial faith and to true 
faith. They went beyond their religious and social barriers 
by becoming inclusive and egalitarian. 
 

This is an invitation for religious communities to transcend 
and to transform alienation and rejection into communion 
with each other. A journey of faith involves a personal 
experience of Jesus with unconditional trust. We need to 
obtain the freedom of a child of God, be more committed, 
inclusive, and integrated in order to build an egalitarian, 
God-centered covenant community.  
 
THE GOOD SHEPHERD DISCOURSE – JOHN 10 

 
The identity crisis the Jews went through after they 
accepted Jesus as their savior brought confusion as 
expressed in the Johannine community. The fourth 
Evangelist in his writing wants to enlighten the people that 
Jesus is the personification of the God of Israel, the God 
who became a real challenge and a threat to rulers.  
 

Aware of the political, social and religious situation at that 
time, Jesus becomes a radical revolutionary, calling 
himself the Good Shepherd, one who enters through the 
door, gives life in abundance, lays down his life and knows 
his sheep. 
As Sisters of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd, 
we need to go beyond the image that we all have of a 
tender, loving and compassionate Shepherd who carries a 
sheep on his shoulders, and critically look at the social, 
political, and religious structures of our world today and 
challenge them. We are invited to be more committed in 

order to defend the sheep and risk our life so as to give 
new life to vulnerable women, girls, and children. 
 
FRIENDSHIP MODEL OF LEADERSHIP –  JOHN 13 
 

The washing of the feet in John’s Gospel signifies the 
powerful manifestation of God’s saving, redeeming power, 
his unconditional love and perfect equality. Jesus 
inaugurates a new covenant relationship of total 
commitment between himself and his disciples.  
 

To better understand John 13, we look at three models of 
service: 

 Rich – poor:  slave, master attitude 

 Poor – rich: the poor depends on the rich, e.g., 
student - teacher, patient - doctor 

 Friendship model of service:  
Jesus embraces the third model of leadership 
whereby service is an expression of unconditional love 
and equality, sharing freely and joyfully for the well-
being and welfare of others. This model emphasizes 
and affirms each community member as a friend 
whereby service becomes a spontaneous expression 
of love for one another. Our acceptance of each other 
as friends and gifts from God helps us to form a 
covenant community that is joyful and committed to 
mission.  

 In the covenant community three things are essential: 
We are called to be rooted in our experience of God 
That experience is lived in the Community 
Community exists for God’s mission. 

 

In conclusion, when we experience God and that 
experience is reflected and lived in the community, we 
become partakers of God’s mission and, therefore, our 
new covenant community becomes a temple of God.  
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RIMOA/EUROPE Formation 

Core Team Meeting,          
Angers 1st – 4th August 2016 

By Sr. Marie Francoise Mestry 
Original article in English 
 

T 
he formation core team of RIMOA met in Angers 
from the 1

st
 – 4

th
 August 2016. It was a privileged 

time of sharing and brainstorming as we explored 
together formation in the region. We were happy to have 
with us Emiliana and Frances Lynch from the 
International team for formation as well as Josita and 
Zelna from the Congregational Leadership Team. We are 
grateful for their presence and contribution.  
 

“Zeal calls us to respond to our rapidly changing world 
and the pressing global realities of today. Therefore, we 
must be adequately equipped.  This calls us to invest 
resources in holistic formation and training for all 
involved in the mission. Leadership now and into the 
future requires preparation and training.” (Direction 
Statement 30

th
 Congregational Chapter 2105) 

 

A taste of what we have discussed 
 
Together as representatives of the different Units in 
RIMOA we shared and explored together formation 
needs and realities.  
We felt a great need to equip ourselves as formators. 
The rapidly changing realities of today challenge us as 
formators to be updated especially with regard to 
accompaniment. This led us to look at ways to care for 
our souls by regularly taking time for reflection and 
sharing as teams.  
Belonging to an international congregation we were also 
challenged to widen our perspective and embrace 
diversity, thus enabling those in formation to be better 
prepared for the future. We explored together various 
possibilities of giving those in formation a lived 
experience of internationality through ministry experience 
in different countries beyond the region.  
Another area of discussion was the need to accompany 
and provide resources to our local communities so that 
they in turn will be able to journey with our younger 
sisters to be effective in mission. 
We are confident that together we can make a difference 
by making formation effective and relevant for today.  
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Sr. Ellen Kelly’s Visit to East 
Asia Province 

By Sr. Rebecca Kay and Sr. Pamela Molony  
Original article in English 
 

T 
he Sisters and the Lay Mission Partners of Thailand 
and Myanmar have been blessed with the visit of Sr. 
Ellen Kelly from 21

st
 August to 1

st
 September 2016. 

On this her first visit to East Asia Provice, Sr. Ellen spent a 
couple of days in Thailand and 8 days in Myanmar. 
 

Thailand (21st -23rd August) 

Sr. Regina Htoo Htoo and Sr. Jiemjit welcomed Sr. Ellen 

Kelly at the Suvanabumi Airport on 21
st
 August. The 

Sisters then proceeded to  Good Shepherd Community in 

Bangkok where Sr. Ellen was warmly welcomed by the 

Sisters, staff and the Good Shepherd family. Sr. Ellen 

visited the different Good Shepherd ministries in Bangkok 

and appreciated the good work being done there. After 

lunch with the community, the Sisters continued the 

journey to the Provincialate of East Asia in Pattaya. A brief 

visit was made to  Good Shepherd Fountain of Life 

Children Center and Women Center. 

 

Myanmar (23rd August- 1st September) 
Yangon 
With joy and gratitude, Myanmar Sisters and Good 
Shepherd family warmly received Sr. Ellen on 23 August 
night in Yangon. Upon arrival,  a short welcoming 
ceremony including the overview of the Country, GS 
history and current ministries was presented. 
 

Kachin State 
Early the next morning, Sr. Ellen accompanied by Srs. 
Regina Htoo Htoo and Veronica left for Kachin State, the 
northern most State of the country, which is affected by 
ongoing civil wars, Jade mines crisis, drug addictions and 
human trafficking. There are two Good Shepherd 
Communities (Hopin and Mohnyin) in this area. The local 
people and the Church members welcomed Sister with the 
Kachin ritual dressed in traditional costumes. One of the 
most active groups that the Sisters are working with is the 
College Students who are at risk of drug abuse and human 
trafficking. The group presented a cultural show as a 
symbol of their love and gratitude. Sr. Ellen set aside 
quality time for open dialogue with the Sisters in 
community and showed interest in each Sister. 
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Mandalay Division 
After having spent 3 days in Kachin State, Sr. Ellen came 
down to Mandalay where the two Good Shepherd 
houses are located. The Good Shepherd family in newly 
opened Vocational Training Center and the Shelter for 
women and girls presented a cultural show. Sr. Ellen was 
particularly impressed by the ministry of Juvenile Justice 
that the Sisters are initiating and assured her support for 
this much needed ministry with the child prisoners.  
 

On August 28, Sr. Ellen visited Pyin-Oo-Lwin Community 
which is recently founded in order to establish a Spirtual 
Renewal and Retreat Center for both the Sisters and the 
women and girls. After having listened to the Sisters, and 
the future plan and the challenges, Sr. Ellen encouraged 
the Sisters to begin with what is available while at the 
same time working towards the realization of the plan.  
 
Bago Division 
The next visit was to a village community where the 
Sisters are mainly involved in Education, Healthcare and 
Community Development. About 200 children welcomed 
Sr. Ellen with short entertainment. It was a half day visit 
but Sr. Ellen spent most of the time listening to the 
Sisters in open dialogue and appreciating what they have 
been doing for 40 years in this challenging situation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Back to Yangon 
On 31

st
 August, all Myanmar Sisters gathered in Yangon 

to have a day’s meeting with Sr. Ellen. Reflection and 
sharing of the day was  focused on the Congregational 
Direction Statement 2015. It was a moment of heart to 
heart dialogue with the Congregational Leader in an 
atmosphere of Sacred Space. The Sisters were touched 
by her example and the friendship model of leadership. 
Her simplicity,  humility, inclusiveness and respect for the 
culture and values of others are so inspiring. 
As a conclusion of the visit of Sr. Ellen, a family night 
was organized. Each one of us felt deep joy and 
gratitude for the gift of Sr. Ellen and asked our Shepherd 
God to bless and guide her as she leads the 
Congregation during this challenging time.   
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Mission Avec toi. 
The Good Shepherd Sisters in 
Canada pursue the mission by 
accompanying new immigrants.  
 

By Sr. Rita Bou Aboud 
Original article in French 
Translated by Mimi Geoffrion 

“ 
 Once I immigrated to Canada, without 
resources,        I felt alone and abandoned in a 
world larger than mine, without shelter, without 

means, and with a huge responsibility, the well-being 
of MY CHILDREN. My migration was a forced one, not 
a free choice, as a result of the war. To protect my 
children, I had to leave my country, Syria, where ISIS is 
persecuting Christians. 

Fortunately, upon arriving in Canada, we were 
sponsored by a family. Without access to social aid 
programs, however, I had to find work quickly to 
survive. But how could I find work without speaking 
French, the official language of Quebec, province of 
Canada where we are now living, and with no work 
experience in the country? These were my greatest 
challenges”. 
 

This immigrant’s story relating her immigration process, is 
one we often hear. These situations experienced over the 
past few years touched the heart and soul of the Sisters of 
the Good Shepherd in Quebec. This is why, in September 
2015, Mission Avec toi (translated Mission With you), was 
created to help newcomers in their immigration process. 

 
« Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the 

least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did 

for me. »  Matthew 25 :40 

 
Dignity of the person at the heart of the mission 
 
The team of Mission Avec toi accompanies newcomers 
who are ready to build a life project for themselves and 
their family and engage in their new host country. The 
team provides the necessary support to new immigrants 
living social, professional or personal difficulties, directing 
them to the appropriate local services. 
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Sister Rita and lay personnel who form the 
team of Mission Avec toi are available to 
transmit knowledge and skills related to the 
new host country, while providing assistance 
for job search.  
They have, among other things, created a 
network of business leaders from various 
cultural communities willing to hire 
immigrants, especially those who do not yet 
speak the language.  So far, twenty business 
leaders have raised their awareness of the 
work performed by the mission and of the 
challenges immigrants face. An initiative that 
allowed the hiring of fifty people and which 
continues to serve the cause and mission of 
the sisters. 
In the first year of its existence, Mission Avec 
toi was able to offer multiple services to 
immigrants of different nationalities, mainly 
Syrians. Among them: support in dealings 
with government and community services, 
housing and education information, French 
courses and help with job search. Moreover, 
the team of Mission Avec toi will soon have a 
new group of volunteers from various 
sources, allowing us to continue to enhance 
the service offering available to the mission, 
ensuring the sustainability of the ministry. 
 

In collaboration with several religious and 
community organizations, and with the help of 
volunteers, Sister Rita and her team will be 
able to go even further. 
 

Mission Avec toi is a home for those who are 
without resources when they arrive in 
Canada. They need each of you. Together, let 
us form a ROOF for them. 
 
 
   

" " " Immigrating to a                Immigrating to a                Immigrating to a                

new country can be a new country can be a new country can be a 

trying experience.  trying experience.  trying experience.  

Mission Avec toi Mission Avec toi Mission Avec toi 

exists to support, exists to support, exists to support, 

listen and refer to listen and refer to listen and refer to 

appropriate support appropriate support appropriate support 

services. services. services. """ 

“OUR MOTTO MUST BE 

COMMITMENT, ZEAL AND WORK”  
St. Mary Euphrasia 
 

Original article in English 

 

“ 
We need to be men and women of strong faith, but also with a 
capacity for empathy, for closeness, and with a spirit both creative 
and creating.” (Keep Watch – Pope Francis) 

 

This came to our realization when our land was hit by the tornado and 
floods in May 2016. From the time of this natural disaster our hearts 
were moved towards the victims to feel one with them in empathy and 
solidarity.  

Many parts of our island were under water for several days. The 
number of victims kept increasing each day by hundreds and 
thousands. Without a doubt, this was a great opportunity for us to 
extend our shepherding care as the mother earth had turned against 
them and swept out all their belongings, including lives. The landslides 
had left bodies buried and the place looking like a cemetery, a 
mourning soil.  
We, the sisters, together with our lay partners, organized ourselves to 
move forward to bring some relief to flood and landslide victims in the 
affected areas of Colombo, Kandy and Badulla Districts by providing 
them their basic needs and requirements that included food items, 
bedding, kitchen utensils and building materials as well as children’s 
educational and stationary items which were either lost, damaged or 
destroyed by the floods and landslides.  
 
They were also helped to face the challenges in these times of pain, 
loss and sorrow by providing them the necessary psychosocial 
support. 
 
We are very grateful to the Congregational Mission Development 
Office and the “Restful Waters” Community in Singapore whose 
generous support helped us to meet the needs of these projects. 
 
SHEPHERDS  SEEK THE FLOCK IN THE POST WAR ERA.  
 
A COMMUNITY CONSULTATION TOOL has been planned for a child 
friendly safe spaces approach to identify communities to address child 
protection priorities, and to inform the design of the community child 
friendly safe spaces component of Good Shepherd Sri Lanka’s 
Community Level Activities for Child Protection. 
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This Tool is composed of 2 steps:  
Seek and obtain approval from the Village Headman 
Good Shepherd Sri Lanka – Child Protection Home Visit 
We have already conducted the first step with 
regard to five villages in the District of Mullaitivu in 
the North and have discussed with the village 
headman the expectations of the parents and 
children of the village.  
The purpose of the home visits is to establish a 
personal relationship with parents in the community 
and to use the opportunity to note any observations 
with regard to possible issues relating to child 
protection or risk factors.  We have visited three 
hundred seventy-seven families in two villages and 
have organized a workshop with these children, 
giving us an awareness of their aspirations for the 
future. 
We also hope to organize awareness programs for 
parents regarding child protection, alcohol and drug 
addiction, and provide them with psychosocial 
support and rehabilitation for the women sex 
workers and men involved in making alcohol 
products.  

 

A BETTER FUTURE BY ACHIEVING 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
 

A Youth Camp was organized by Rev. Fr. Kalum 
Dias the Parish Priest and Sr. Leela Fernando for 
the Catholic children of the Padaviya Parish from 
19th to 21st August, with the theme “A Better 
Future by Achieving Sustainable Development 
Goals.” It was a joint programme by the United 
Nations Information Centre and the Experience 
Beyond Boundaries, with the participation of around 
40 youth. 
The programme was enriched by two resource 
persons. Mrs. Kumari Wickramasinghe (Manager, 

Knowledge Management, UN Information Centre), spoke 
on setting goals personally and on global goals, and thereafter 
shared on "how to read books and remember the contents." Mr. 
Harshaka Kaludeva, (Senior Engineer, Engineering Training, 
Camso Loadstar, Ekala, Ja Ela) educated the participants on 
how to lead a successful life. 
The team building and leadership activities conducted by Mr. 
Kaludeva were both fun and educational. Various games were 
played and at the end of each game the lessons learned were 
discussed. It was observed that the teams improved at each 
given challenge and leaders emerged among the group to drive 
the teams to success.  
 

 
REACHING OUT WITH THE CHARISM OF THE GOOD 
SHEPHERD 
 
An opportunity came along for the temporary professed sisters 
to go in search of people who had lost their motivation and 
purpose in life when they visited a suburban area called 
Siriwardhana Place in Munnakkara in September. 
These sisters, enthused and encouraged by Sr. Shamindani, 
spent three days and began their mission with children focusing 
on leadership and moral value education.   
As their aim was to identify the social problems and give moral 
value education to the people of this place, they also visited their 
homes. It was amazing that it was possible to visit all nine 
hundred families dwelling in Siriwardhana place. Indeed their 
hearts were touched as various programmes were conducted to 
suit the needs of parents, youth, and children.  
 
They were also helped in this worthy program by a mission 
partner and Rev. Fr. Gihan, the Parish Priest of the area. 
They are very much indebted to Sr.Roshanthi, their formator, for 
the encouragement she rendered to have this valuable 
experience and to Rev. Fr. Prasanna Christopher, an energetic 
priest in Holy Cross Shrine, Munnakarai,  for giving his full 
support, and to our sisters in Nisaladhiya Sevana, Munnakarai 
for arranging all facilities to have a successful exposure.   
 

May we be a source of 
empowerment and become an 
instrument of God’s merciful love 
to our brethren!  
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Building Hope Justice and Peace in DR Congo 

By the MDO office 
Original article in English 

A Community Development Program to Prevent Human Rights 

Violations in the Copper-Cobalt Mining Areas of Katanga 
 

D 
espite spectacular mineral wealth, the DR Congo is a fragile state, ranked perennially at or near the bottom of 
the Human Development Index. Protecting the country’s most vulnerable isn’t just a challenge. It’s key to 
Congo’s future. Women, girls and children living in minerals-rich areas are often forced to live and work in 

dangerous and undignified conditions. Their rights to healthcare, education and freedom are at risk. In 2012, Good 
Shepherd Sisters (GSS) established programs in Kolwezi to assist these vulnerable groups, specifically in the artisanal 
mining communities (ASM) of Domaine Marial, an isolated, impoverished and underserved mining area around the city 
of Kolwezi. This is the heart of the DRC’s cobalt and copper belt. The outcomes of Good Shepherd activities in this 
region of DR Congo, as stated in GSS strategic plan 2013-2017, are: 
1.Strengthen child protection systems and improve the provision of basic services for children. 
2.Enhance cohesive citizenship within the artisanal mining community to lobby the Government for an equitable 
distribution of resources and to increase the accountability of the companies involved in the copper-cobalt supply chain; 
3.Increase food security and family income through alternative livelihoods; 
4.Decrease gender-based discrimination and violence through social, political and economic empowerment of women 
and girls. 
 

Project summary 
 
The aim of the GSS multi-annual program is to help break the cycle of violence and abuse preying on the children, girls 
and women in the artistinal mining community of Domain Marial (Kolwezi). Specifically, the aim is to improve the living 
conditions of 900 children, 80 teenage girls, 200+ women 
and their families. The project promotes the equitable participation of these vulnerable groups in society, responds to 
their immediate needs and also redresses  
the structural inequalities that perpetuate the cycle of violence and poverty.The intergenerational transfer of poverty and 
violence that traps girls and children in these communities can only be interrupted through a multi-dimensional approach 
that includes social protection, service provisions, community mobilization, alternative livelihoods and lobbying to 
implement existing laws and faciitate social transformation. 
 

Activities and results 
Through a participatory consultation that involved all community members, the program is developing four main activity 
areas that currently serve more than 4,000 people. 
 

1- Farming project: generating alternative income and food security for ex-miners 
The project provides technical training in agricultural and animal husbandry to community members offering them an 
alternative livelihood to the unsafe mining work. Thanks to the Maisha Farm coop, created by 47 project members, 93% 
of the families involved have improved their year-round food security. As of 2015, the farming yield covers 21% of their 
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yearly subsistence needs. Moreover, 89% of the women who joined the cooperative could afford to quit the mines, an 
exploitative and unsafe environment for them. The project has recently expanded its operation to an additional two sites 
in the community of Mwannza and Kanina, providing training and tools for agribusiness to about 100 women. 
 
2- Skills training and economic empowerment project 
The skills training program enrolled 125 girls and 28 women. Each had been engaged in unsafe jobs in the mines; many 
were forced into commercial sexual exploitation there. The girls trained at the Economic Empowerment Center in 
competency-based tailoring skill development and in catering/food production now earn an income - an average $180 
per month. Many now use their earnings to pay for their school exams. Furthermore, the project provides community 
sensitization activities on gender equity, sexual health and women’s rights and offers family counselling and support to 
victims of abuse/violence. 
 
3- Education and Child Protection project 
The program provides access to informal education and school feeding, plus supports the reintegration of children into 
the formal school system and has established an unprecedented and effective informal reporting system to pursue the 
abuse of children occurring within the community. Some 1,100 children (all of them Orphans or Vulnerable and engaged 
in different forms of work in the ASM) have been enrolled in the program and 98% of them have opted to stop working 
as a result. The children receive 1 meal per day; the rate of malnutrition has decreased to less than 4%. A total of 119 
children were reintegrated into the formal school system and are monitored to ensure continued participation. The 
Centre functions as a referral centre for abuses on children and women and has assisted in the prosecution of over 70 
cases of corporal punishment, neglect, sexual abuse and early arranged and forced marriage. The Centre has worked 
intensely to prevent violence and human rights abuses within the community through home visits, education on child 
protection and positive parenting, counselling and psycho-social support to the families. 
 
4- Civic Strengthening and Community mobilization project 
A solid group of 1,294 women, 625 girls and 7 men are regularly involved in human rights awareness raising, that 
includes advocacy work and lobbying the local Government and mining companies for better living conditions. The 
voices of women were broadcasted widely recently when they participated in a radio program promoting education and 
the end of child marriage. The lobbying effort with government officials has already produced results, including the 
installation of a new generator (benefitting 5,000 households), the construction of 5 schools (1,500 children) and the 
digging of a well (3,000 residents). 

  1,100 former child miners are protected, nourished and educated. 

  98% of children enrolled in education project have quit exploitative work in the mines. 

 119 children reintegrated into the formal school system. 

  29,000+ children vaccinated in the area. 

 150+ women and girls rreceived vocational training and earn an income. 

 93% of people who joined to Maisha Farm Coop have vastly improved their food security. 

 89% of women are no longer involved in unsafe work in the mines. 
 

 “It’s no fun going into the mine. But 
that work is finished for me now! Now I 
study. Now, I’m doing well. At Good 
Shepherds I learned that children have 
rights and that all children are born 
equal.” Morgan, 8 year old  
Child Protection Program, Kolwezi (DRC) 

NO CHILDREN IN ARTISANAL MINING 
 

Our program in Kolwezi, thanks to the tangible impact its 
having on the lives of thousands of artisanal miners and on the 
quality of the management systems in place, was selected by 
World Vision and the local Government offices as one of two 
eligible recipients of a World Bank grant to implement the 
national program PROMINES aimed at “Reducing the 
Presence and Participation of Children (and women) in the 
Artisanal Mines”. 
 

THE FILM “MAISHA: A LIFE OUTSIDE THE 
MINES” 
 

The Good Shepherd International Foundation produced the 
film “Maisha: A New Life Outside the Mines” documenting the 
living conditions of the artisanal mining community in Kolwezi 
and the impact that this community development project is 
having. The film is currently available online and is being 
shown at film festivals and screenings throughout the world. It 
was selected, for example, to screen at the 12th Human Rights 
Film Festival of Barcelona that will be held in November 2016. 
www.maishafilm.com 

http://www.maishafilm.com/
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Pilgrimages and Retreats 2016 
 
By Anne Laure, Secretary of the Spiritual Center  
Original article in English 

  

I 
n this Holy year of Mercy, Sisters and Mission Partners of the Congregation, from 20 countries (Australia, Canada, 
Costa Rica, France, India, Indonesia, Ireland, Italy, Kenya, Malaysia, Malta, Myanmar, Peru, Philippines, Singapore, 
Sri Lanka, Syria, Thailand, Uganda and Vietnam), participated in pilgrimages and retreats at the Motherhouse, 

organized by the Spirituality Centre, to give them the opportunity to share together a time of renewal and reflection. 
 

The retreatants walked in the footsteps of our founders St. John Eudes and St. Mary Euphrasia. They visited 
Noirmoutier discovering her birth house, her school and her playground in “Bois de la Chaise”, Tours where she entered 
the Congregation in 1814 and Caen, the city of St. John Eudes. They enjoyed seeing St John Eudes’ favorite statue – 
Our Lady breastfeeding the infant Jesus – which can be seen in Cormelles-le-Royal. 
 

They also discovered the Motherhouse and its significant places: the Chapel, the oratory, the tomb, the tunnel, the 
labyrinth and the new Museum. 
After the pilgrimages they followed a spiritual retreat on the theme: "The tenderness and love of God has dawned in 
our lives".  
 

All the groups were grateful for this “timeless” experience and appreciated the involvement of the sisters of the 
Motherhouse. 
 

Testimonies  
 

 “Reflecting back to the Grace-filled Pilgrimage and Retreat in Angers, my heart is full of unending Praise and Joy! To 
follow and feel the Footprints of  St John Eudes in Ri and Caen in the Founding of Notre Dame de Charite ( 1641-
2016   375 years ago)  and St Mary Euprasia Pelletier , and her Witness and Wisdom in the Formation of  the 
Generalate ... Breathing her spirit in Noirmoutier, Tours, and especially in Angers.  1835-2016   181 years 
ago.  What a powerful gift of THANKS- GIVING is my MAGNIFICAT!” 

 

 “The Motherhouse is a sacred place; it has been a moment of encountering God”. 
 

 “I feel energized and blessed”. 
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Heritage Days in France - 17th and 18th September 2016 
By Anne Laure, Secretary of the Spiritual Center  
Original article in English 

  

A 
ngers Loire Valley has a unique heritage. From the beginnings of Christianity to the great dynasty of the Counts 
of Anjou and the French Revolution…all have left their mark on its landscape and architecture. 
 

This year, the Congregation of our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd in collaboration with the Province 
BFMN opened the doors of the Motherhouse to help people discover the history of the Congregation by visiting the 
Chapel,  the new Museum, the St Nicholas Abbey passing through the tunnel and soaking in the peaceful atmosphere of 
the gardens. 
On 17

th
 and 18

th
 September, 362 visitors enjoyed the guided visit of all these places. They were surprised by the 

modernity of the Museum and attracted by the videos, photos and testimonies. 
 

Most of the visitors were amazed to discover the extent of the property which they could not imagine from the outside. 
The visit of the St Nicholas Abbey, which was built under the orders of the Count of Anjou Foulques Nerra nearly 1000 
years ago, will remain a unique experience for the visitors of these Heritage Days.  
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Meeting of Temporary Professed Sisters 

Senegal – Burkina-Faso 
By Sisters Yvonne Bambara, Virginie Silga, Marie Noeil Wari, Marie Sanou, Emilie Ngom  
Original article in French 
Translated by Mercy De Leon 

“The joy of the Gospel fills the heart and the 
whole life of those who encounter Jesus. With 
Jesus Christ, joy is always born and 
reborn”  (Pope Francis, Letter to Religious). 
 

I 
t is with enthusiasm that temporary 
professed sisters of West African 
communities, accompanied by Sister Yvonne 

Bambara, took part in a gathering and spiritual 
sharing in Dakar, Senegal on March 12-13, 
2016.  They wrote the following reflections.  
 

These moments of sharing allowed us to 
immerse ourselves more deeply in the extraordinary 
year of mercy which places us at the heart of our 
charism as Good Shepherd Sisters. 
 

Our sharing focused on the following topics: 

 Laudato Si’:  Pope Francis on Care for our 
Common Home 

 St. Mary Euphrasia and Mercy:  the spiritual 
inheritance she received from the life and 
writings of St. John Eudes  

 Bull of Indiction of the Extraordinary Jubilee 
of Mercy: Pope Francis 

 

The richness of our sharing enabled us to 
deepen our understanding of mercy and its 
many aspects.  With Pope Francis, we looked at 
the realities of our time:  pollution, climate 
change, deterioration of the quality of human life, 
global inequality, practical relativism, 
indifference, and the many forms of violence.  
Pope Francis calls us, as co-creators with God, 
to look with love upon all creation, fight social 
inequalities, work for what is right and just, and 
work to protect the earth, our common home.  
We are called as disciples of Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd, to open ourselves to this moment of 
grace, to be a sign of generosity and gentleness 
and our works to be permeated with mercy 
towards all.  As Pope Francis said, “Love, after 
all, can never be just an abstraction. By its very 

nature, it indicates something concrete: intentions, attitudes, and 
behaviors that are shown in daily living” (Bull of Indiction, 9) 
  
These days of reflection allowed us to return to our sources and 
reread mercy in the life of our holy founders, St. John Eudes and St. 
Mary Euphrasia.  We were edified by this rereading and were 
guided as we pondered their works and attitudes of mercy in their 
mission.  We were touched by St. Mary Euphrasia’s love for each 
person, her gentleness, attention, and delicacy toward everyone 
she encountered. 
 

With these words our foundress readmitted to the Good Shepherd 
one of her sisters who left six years previously, following a 
misunderstanding:  “Heaven forgives you, and my heart receives 
you….” (Letters, p.179, Marie Ste. Mechtilde). 
 

For St. John Eudes, “Mercy is love that forgives.”  We understood 
that it is from the heart of God that we draw this grace and our 
model is the Virgin Mary, Mother of Mercy. 
 

Following our sharing, Sr. Yvonne gave us an overview of the 
February meeting in Rome, organized by Talitha Kum, on the issue 
of human trafficking.  This helped us to see the urgency of 
networking and the necessity of joining forces to fight this 
phenomenon in our world.  We need prayer, dialogue, the prophetic 
witness of religious communities, and the formation of inter-
congregational communities in fragile environments.  
 

Lastly, Father Christian Ehemba, Piarist provincial from Senegal, 
spoke on the theme, “Mercy made flesh.”  We were called to gaze 
constantly on Jesus in the Eucharist, to make his feelings our own, 
to contemplate the mystery of the cross and not to be afraid to let 
him look at us. 
This meditation led to a lived experience of mercy in the practice of 
the evangelical counsels, in community life, and in our interpersonal 
relationships in our common project of following Christ through our 
acceptance of differences.  
 

The Eucharist and the Adoration enlivened this fruitful meeting. We 
thank God for the action of the Holy Spirit who guided us and we 
renewed our commitment to follow Jesus the Good Shepherd 
through the practice of mercy. We wish each one much joy and may 
Jesus, the true model, be our guide! 
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CONTINUOUS TRAINING SESSION - Latin America 
"Oasis of Mercy in the Mission" 
 

Experienced participants. Lima, September 16, 2016 
 

Original article in Spanish 
Translated by  Sisters Marta Elena Ceballos - Sharon O'grady 

 

We are grateful to our Shepherd God and to each dear Sisters from the Provincial Leadership Teams of Latin America.  
You thoughtfully provided space for our on-going formation using the Holistic Model. 
 

We are thirty-two consecrated women, who at this moment in history, have gathered to live in an “Oasis of Mercy”. We 
want to share our experience of this Sacred Space where we have found rest and spiritual renewal. Our energies have 
been renewed and we are filled with gladness and joy. 
 

Each day began with therapeutic breathing exercises.  We took deep and relaxing breaths that helped us integrate mind, 
body and spirit. 
Gradually we were introduced to prayer experiences that created inner peace and joy leading to deeper communion with 
the Spirit and messengers of God for our thirsty world. 
We are part of the universe. At the same time, we are reliving the Exodus journey.  We are part of a Congregation that 
invites us forward, to seek new answers to the demands and needs of the suffering reality and pain of our planet, which 
is crying out for mercy, tenderness and compassion. 
 

Pope Francis reminds us that we are in a new era and he invites us to make the leap from one world to another, to take 
risks, to be countercultural, to move from our comfort zones and inertia. He calls us to live lives consistent with the 
Gospel and be what we say we are: women of prayer, witnessing to the joy of consecration. We are called to a life of 
faith that shares in the difficulties and sufferings of others, and brings the good news. We are called to an apostolic life of 
listening, encouragement, and accompaniment.  
 

This is not easy for those of us who are fearful, yet it is not impossible. We believe that, under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, and the example of our founders, St. John Eudes and St. Mary Euphrasia, our passion for the mission is renewed. 
United with our Divine Master, Jesus the Good Shepherd we can be creative and bold in solidarity with our brothers and 
sisters, especially those excluded from society.  
We have learned new ways of working together and understanding one another in planning, implementing, making 
decisions and overcoming difficulties. We have also learned to organize our time, handle difficulties, operate as teams 
and work with our Lay Partners.   
 

Faced with the reality of pain, war, injustice, and exclusion we see signs of hope that give life:  greater awareness and 
commitment to justice and peace, and the quest to satisfy the spiritual hunger of people. We are challenged to enhance 
and promote the dignity of every person and to take risks together for the sake of mission. 
We want to be women who know we are not perfect yet accept challenges and risks; who are not passive or longing for 
the “onions of Egypt” but are passionate about Jesus and able to take up the challenge to help bring about 
transformation.   
 

In communities of mercy we share the seeds of life, which are a gift for transforming the personal, communal and global 
reality. 
We have hopes, dreams, and courage to be women of today for the future.  We offer the richness of our differences and 
our lives of contemplative prayer.  We seek to be visible and credible signs of the tenderness God on earth. 
 

We thank the team that animated the sessions. We appreciate their skill and their example of unity and joy as well as 
their consistency in being who they say they are.  
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Thank you to the translators, and the proofreaders  

 


