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Presentation by Marie Françoise Le Brizaut, rgs 

 

SAINT JOHN EUDES  

 

1- In 1637, who is Father Eudes, Oratorian priest?  

He is 36 years old, in the prime of his life and with the strength of maturity.  He is a man 

deeply rooted in the countryside where he was born; he has a strong personality: active, 

entrepreneurial, tenacious, and undoubtedly authoritarian, yet also able to work with others 

and take their opinions into account.  

He joined the Oratorians in 1623, when he was 22 years old. He was ordained a priest in 

1625. He received good formation, heavily focused on study and on meditating upon the 

Word of God and the writings of the Church Fathers - meditation that he was able to deepen 

during the time he was ill following his ordination.  

He had already volunteered to specifically commit himself to the service of the poorest of the 

poor: during two plagues (1627 and 1631), and through his regular visits to the sick and to 

prisoners... He let himself be affected by the sufferings of others. 

From about 1630 onwards, he became a preacher for parish missions; within a short time, he 

was highly regarded throughout the region of Normandy.  These missions gave him a good 

insight into Christian communities, the faithful and the pastors, as well as into Normandy 

society, with its wealth and poverty.  He also got to know Christians from the Protestant 

Reformation, who were numerous in Normandy.  

He is 'spiritual', in love with Jesus and Mary, rooted in the awareness of becoming, through 

baptism, a member of the Body of Christ, and consumed by the desire to help Christians 

become aware of the value of their baptism.   

1637 is the year in which he makes a vow to endure martyrdom, signed with his own blood, 

as a sign of his willingness to offer his entire life to the service of his Lord. This same year, 

he publishes 'The Life and Kingdom of Jesus in Christian Souls', a best seller which will be 

reprinted several times during his life and after his death. The essence of his thinking can be 

found in this book, it is also a testimony to his passionate love for Jesus (see 'Thirty-Four 

Acts of Love of Jesus Christ'). 

He gradually develops a network of friends, across many levels of society: among the 

nobility (Jean de Bernieres-Louvigny, the de Camilly family, Gaston de Renty, etc), among 

the clergy, among religious communities (the Carmelites, Ursulines, Benedictines of the 

Abbaye aux Dames in Caen, etc.), as well as among the common people (Madeleine Lamy 

and several other families). He learns to be at ease around different types of people, and 

knows how to use his connections to advance the Kingdom of God. He keeps in 

correspondence with many people. 
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2- A founder rooted in the Church of his time, capable of a vision for the future 

The experience of the SJE founder is rooted both in his spiritual life and in the fertile ground 

of his missions.  

His foundations take place against a political background (France, from the second half of the 

17
th

 century, is increasingly moving towards an absolute monarchy, is no stranger to war and 

is still suffering from extreme poverty): he would have to take this political context into 

account, especially since the monarchy is viewed as having 'divine right', as well as having 

'Gallican Liberties'. 

They also take place in a unique social setting, with its generosity and moral values, yet also 

with its prejudices, narrow-mindedness, rivalries and divisions. This is particularly reflected 

in the foundation of Our Lady of Charity. 

The foundations will eventually benefit from a wonderful spiritual reawakening of 

Christianity, a reawakening to which he himself will contribute: the 17
th

 century Restoration 

of Catholicism in France. This takes place within a broader movement, which begins with the 

Council of Trent in 1645, and affects all the countries in Europe for a hundred years (with a 

ripple effect throughout the remote colonies). It was largely as a result of the Wars of 

Religion that the Restoration started late in France. 

 


