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SYNTHESIS OF A REFLECTION PROCESS COMPLETED IN ALGERIA 

WHICH TAKES INTO ACCOUNT THE SITUATION  

OF THE SISTERS IN THIS COUNTRY 

(Sent by Sr. Aline Séguin) 

We are here in Algeria, today, and we are the Church. Lucidly, we want to live in Christ walking 

together and with the Algerian people on the road that leads us all to God.  

In previous years, we tried to plan our ministries and maintain our structures by adapting them. 

Today, stripped of what gave us our security, we are further forced to live and tell ourselves what is 

essential in our life: Jesus Christ. 

 

REFLECTION ON THE CURRENT SITUATION:       

Changes: 

For all the sisters, work and community life have been marked by the transformation brought about by 

the nationalization of schools and the events that followed. Many changed from being private to 

public. However, all those who have asked for a contract in the public sector have been accepted and 

welcomed into their new working environment. Many have also been relocated.  

These changes are due to the transformations in the country itself.  

Arabization: Arabization has become more effective throughout the country: flyers, posters and signs 

are now in Arabic; consequently, education has suffered and we are threatened by isolation in areas 

where we have been sent.  

Islamization: Islam has become the State religion. Friday is now a day of rest. The rest on Friday 

allows us to intensify our prayer that day and pray with our brothers.  

Identity: Since the promulgation of their National Charter, Algerians have become aware of their 

identity. This awareness makes us feel more and more like foreigners and less and less privileged.  

Therefore, there is need for greater discretion: civilian clothes, suppressing large meetings.  

Algerianisation:  In almost all sectors, sisters have left responsible positions and can no longer use 

their skills and abilities. We must work under inexperienced people, accepting setbacks and delays. 

The patrons want us to stay so as the service continues, but colleagues have the impression that we 

will take their places and there is rivalry and jealousy. The beneficiaries want the sisters to stay.  But 

we must accept the choices of the country and we are excluded in some areas. 

 

REACTIONS OF THE SISTERS TO THIS SITUATION            

The sisters have rationally thought things through to update the reasons underpinning the decision to 

renew life in Algeria.  

Presence of the Church: Presence is more important than action. Through our life, we want to cry out 

the Gospel and bring the love of Christ to all our brothers. What is foremost, is our desire to live in 

friendship with the Algerian people in the name of Jesus Christ, so that they can receive the Good 

News at the hour appointed by God. In any case, the fraternal community is the most important thing 

to express the love of Jesus Christ.     
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We need to ensure the presence of the Church, but within a Church stripped of its institutions and its 

works; a Church immersed in a non-Christian religious world, in the image of the first Christian 

communities. The serenity of the sisters raises questions and this Church made up of outsiders recalls 

its universal character.  

Choices to make: Not all the sisters are called to live with the Algerians under these present living and 

working conditions. Any decision needs to be both within an overall plan which respects the freedom 

of each individual and not taken in a moment of euphoria or despondency. So pray together and be on 

the lookout for signs, for events. If we are given the order to leave, we are available.  

Solidarity: Here, solidarity means: walking with the poor, accepting the living conditions which are 

imposed on everyone in line with the country's choice. Solidarity with what is going wrong: 

recognizing it without dwelling on it. Solidarity in the problems: the transport shortages, the lack of 

equipment, the queues for supplies... Solidarity which is shared through teamwork, through 

welcoming brothers.  

Necessary conversation:  Our faith is challenged and we must live increasingly stripped of everything, 

detached, truly humble and grateful (which doesn't appear to be effective) "... a grain that rotted in the 

earth". The Church in Algeria is becoming increasingly international, broadening our types of prayer 

and liturgy (forms, language, content...)  

All these new aspects of our presence make us discover the true meaning of the Incarnation, of the 

burial of detachment, and of the poverty through fidelity to the Gospel and to the commitment made 

to our brothers.  

 

CONSEQUENCES FOR US BECAUSE OF THIS NEW SITUATION:         

The isolation which forces our mood to harden and the increasingly individual nature of work makes 

us desire to have stronger links between religious communities and in the life of the Christian 

community: in addition, with regard to the Algerians, we are all from the same congregation, 

therefore there is a need to give witness to a fraternal life that goes beyond the borders of our 

respective communities. 

However, in order to not lose the specificities, there needs to be meetings on a professional level. To 

meet up to also share about joys, hopes, worries, our faith in Jesus Christ... To support above all the 

new communities.  

We want to create more links with the Christian communities and participate in lay animation, sharing 

with them about faith. The Church must be less and less attached to places, but rather to groups of 

Christians who seek to live their faith together. Our Church must show a poorer and more 

contemplative side. Our spirituality should be based on that of the first Christians.  (Acts IV:32-32)      

 

 

 

 

(Translated from the Original French)   


