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Mercy, Incarnation and the presence of Jesus within us 

By Sr Marie-Françoise Le Brizaut 
 

In the eyes of Saint John Eudes, the mystery of the 
Incarnation is key; to draw closer to the mystery of God 
through Jesus’ humanity, God who is one of us.  
We begin with an important point about the journey of 
John Eudes: he gradually discovered that mercy could 
help to ‘explain’ what drives God in all of his works. It is 
like a ‘cornerstone’ in the life and being of God, and is 
ultimately the source of the Incarnation.  
 
If we consider how Jesus embodied God’s mercy for 
us, we discover our own calling: to follow Jesus. 
Through the mystery of the Incarnation, the Son of God 
became a human being like us; a Man-God, as John 
Eudes liked to see him.  
When we are baptized, Jesus, the Man-God, makes us 
one with his Body, called to live as he did. From this 
moment, a long period of growth begins within each of 
us “until Christ is formed in you”, as Saint Paul alluded 
to in his letter to the Galatians (Gal 4, 19). Moved by 
this statement, John Eudes often speaks of “forming 
Jesus in us”.  
 
Now, we turn our attention to Jesus who “took shape” in 
Mary. This can help us to think of the pathway of our 
Christian lives as a continuation of Jesus’ life; as a 
formation of Jesus in us. We look at Mary and the 
mystery of Jesus’ formation in her; the mystery of God’s 
Incarnation amongst men.  
It all began within Mary’s heart: in order for Jesus to 
take shape in her, her heart had to be open and willing. 
She allowed herself to be moulded by the Word of God, 

such as the Psalms. She became part of the people 
who were ‘poor in spirit’, who relied on the Lord and 
who awaited their salvation from him. Therefore, at the 
time of the Annunciation, her heart was awakened and 
open to receive God.  
Upon meeting the angel, she asked what had 
happened: why she had been named ‘full of grace’? 
The angel told her not to be afraid. He then told her of 
God’s plans for her: she would be a mother, she would 
carry a child who would be the Savior of his people!  
How would these plans come to be? Mary sought to 
understand what was happening to her. Open to God’s 
plan, she wanted to knowingly and willingly be a part of 
it. The angel then said that it was not the beginning, nor 
was it all up to her: the Holy Spirit would come to her, it 
would surround her, just as it had surrounded God’s 
People in the desert.  
Mary did not shy away from what God expected of her. 
In her heart, there was space for God, for his callings. 
She expressed her willingness: “You see before you the 
Lord's servant, let it happen to me as you have 
said”. From this moment, the mystery of the Incarnation 
began to unfold: in her, within her woman’s body, the 
Son of God took on flesh and became human like us.  
Mary allowed the life to grow inside her, as any woman 
during the months when she awaits the child growing 
inside her. God’s plan was fulfilled. She felt this new life 
take shape in both her body and heart, as she 
continued to repeat without doubt everything the angel 
had said to her. She shared her joy with Elisabeth, but 
had to allow the Lord to guide Joseph down the path 
that would allow him to enter into the design. What a 
time it was! 
 
Jesus grew within her, in her flesh, and it was a truly 
unique experience. Then, when Jesus was born, he 
grew in her in a different way. Twice (after the 
shepherd’s visit and during the return to Jerusalem, 
when Jesus was 12 years old), Luke mentions that “As 
for Mary, she treasured all these things and pondered 
them in her heart”. She undoubtedly continued with her 
life during this period of reflection; this rereading of 
events. She kept them in her heart as a source of 
powerful love, to turn her energy towards the service of 
her brothers, as we can imagine in the Cenacle, with 
the disciples, awaiting the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus was able to be fully present in Mary throughout 
her life. John Eudes uses the following expression: “To 
continue and to fulfill the life of Jesus”, when he speaks 
of her. 
 
The Son of God’s Incarnation in Mary created hope for 
humanity that God would be present in the heart of his 
people from then on. Jesus, the Son of God made man, 
is this presence of God within us. A mysterious 
presence, to recognize in those we meet. We also give 
him human form through our own bodies, so that 
through us he continues to be present in our world. This 
is truly one of the fundamental roles of a Christian life; 
to allow Jesus to become flesh in us. 
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The square where the whole town gathered and killed 
5 people and Aguchita 

 
In his letter to the Philippians (2, 5), Paul says that he 

wants to see it alive in us: “Make your own the mind of 

Christ Jesus”. This goes beyond a purely physical 

emulation, it refers to thinking, feeling and acting like 
Jesus; in other words, to continue the life of Jesus. 
John Eudes goes as far as saying that we should “be 
other Jesus Christs on earth”! A demanding idea, never 
fully accomplished, and one which does not depend on 
our own strength alone. 
Paul suggests two ways to carry out this ‘task’ of 
forming Jesus in us: “so that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith, and then, planted in love and built 
on love” (Eph 3, 17). In other words, following Jesus 
through faith, trusting him, and rooting ourselves in him 
through love and building our lives on the base of this 
love. It is through baptism that the seeds of these two 
fundamental beliefs may come alive in us. It is then up 
to us to “water” them so that they may grow! 
Of course, this cannot stay only within the head and the 
heart. It must also become part of our actions, of our 
daily behavior and of our decisions. Paul invites us to 
do so in his letter to the Ephesians: “Your mind was to 
be renewed in spirit; so that you could put on the New 
Man that has been created on God's principles, in the 
uprightness and holiness of the truth” (Eph 4, 23-24). 
He suggests that we should embody our dedication to 
our faith in Christ in our daily lives and in our 
interactions with our brothers and sisters. Justice, 
holiness, truth; these things can only become visible 
through continuous practice, shown at the centre of our 
earthly lives by the light of the Holy Scripture. How can 
we be true in such an encounter, fair in such a complex 
situation? How do we allow the holiness of God to 
challenge our daily behavior? 
Like Mary, we must keep in our hearts that which God 
has done for us, his words in the Scripture, the events 
which tell us about him, how to look beyond 
appearances, of what is right in front of us. We must 
discover the signs of his presence in the heart of both 
that which troubles us and that which we rejoice in.  
This requires to us to put Jesus, not ourselves, at the 
centre of our lives. It is undoubtedly one of the most 
difficult “tasks”, as that is where we find the heart of our 
sin. Everything comes back to us; we put ourselves at 
the centre of everything. We can only change the focus 
of our lives, which is essential for forming Jesus within 
us, by giving ourselves to his Spirit. In order for Jesus 
to take shape in our lives, it is essential to provide the 
space, to stop being preoccupied by ourselves, to give 
the Spirit of Jesus a chance to guide us, to inspire us, 
to shape us in the image of Jesus; the first born of 
many brothers and sisters (cf Rm 8, 29).  
 
 

 

 

 

 

The canonization of Maria 
Agustina Rivas (Aguchita), 

servant of god 
By Srs Susana Franco, Monique Tarabeh 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Aguchita saw herself as a strong and free woman with 
endless compassion and a firm faith in God. On 
Thursday 27th September 1990, a Shining Path group 
of mainly young people ventured to Florida, Peru and 
called the entire population to a gathering; at that time, 
Sister Agustina was teaching a group of young girls to 
prepare sweets.  
She was accused of working with the Asháninka 
Asháninkas (indigenous people living in the rainforests 
of Peru) and of preaching peace. The shootings took 
place one after the other as the stunned and powerless 
villagers looked on. This is how Aguchita died, she 
marks out for us a path to journey along and she 
speaks to us through her testimony about what it 
means to faithfully follow Jesus the Good Shepherd, 
living the charism of love and compassion, of 
acceptance and reconciliation; fraternal, willing to serve 
and generous, she lived the charism of mercy to its 
fullness in community life.”  

(Edict of Monsignor Gerardo Anton Zerdin O.F.M)  
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=8001
http://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
http://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=8001
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7463
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5813
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As announced by the Edict of Bishop Gerardo Anton 
Zerdin O.F.M., Bishop of the Vicariate of San Ramón, 
on the 4th to 18th of October 2017 the Ecclesiastical 
Court was established and the work to collect the 
testimonies and relevant documents of the Servant of 
God María Agustina Rivas was carried out.  
It is a great joy for everyone, for all this work already 
completed and we hope that the trial will continue 
before the Congregation for the Causes of Saints.  

 

Refection of Aguchita’s life 
 
Her Holy life  
Through Aguchita’s journey it is possible to see what 
defined her personality: she was the deliverer of the 
Gospel of Mercy and the dignity of women. She 
declared the Good News of forgiveness and unity with 
her words and actions. Aguchita followed her Lord until 
death. Her pastoral life, her mystique and prophecy, her 
final offering, is one of those extracts of religious life 
that allow us to access the God of Life. 
The experience of God that developed through her 
relationship with him was the backbone of her life.  
Let’s listen to her words, “The reality of spiritual life is 
the continuous imitation of the Lord, our model; 

because He has felt weariness, thirst, pain, and 
hunger… the disciple cannot be more than their Master. 
In relation to the spiritual aspect I am moving leaps and 
bounds, it feels like I am coming to the end days of my 
life, so I have to take advantage of the time I have, 
otherwise I would present myself empty-handed in 
eternity.” (Letter to Sister. Provincial and Personal 
Notes of Aguchita) 
She was a constant pursuer of God’s will, she let him 
guide her life and took on the mission of the Good 
Shepard Jesus when he says: “Lord, they are waiting 
for me and I do not want to keep them waiting… the cry 
of the people has reached me… I want to give my all to 
you and leave nothing for myself.” Personal notes of 
Aguchita. 
 
Aguchita’s voice has not faded 
Her relationship with the most vulnerable people and 
her endless dedication to them sanctions the 
evangelical impact that her holy life had, particularly in 
the hearts of ordinary people, the smallest and most 
helpless. Aguchita lives among us, she continues to 
seek for answers that reality and the Congregation 
present us with, such as human trafficking.  
 
A society without human trafficking  
“I have listened to the cries of the people and I do not 
want to wait” Sister Agustina Rivas.  
These words make sense in the reality of Peru, when 
we see with pain and helplessness, how both the 
number of victims and the methods they employ to 
attract girls and women are increasing. Poverty is one 
of the factors that make people much more vulnerable 
to human trafficking and the instability that many 
families face pushes them towards “attractive job 
offers”. This 21st Century slavery is developed in a 
socioeconomic context of inequality and uncertainty in 
which unequal gender patterns predominate. In this 
context, an imaginary community tolerates situations 
linked to the trafficking of women for the purpose of 
sexual exploitation.  
What is Aguchita inviting us to do? A woman who knew 
how to take such a radical risk? What more can we do 
to be faithful to the Good Shepherd? He who loves, 
searches, cures, lifts up, who simply takes the pain of 
those who are treated like slaves, those without visible 
chains, but are much more burdened and difficult to set 
free.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The wall of the house where Aguchita was martyred 

The bullet mark on the wall 
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We place a prayer below to ask for the intercession of 
the Servant of God, Aguchita: 
 

PRAYER 
 

Lord Jesus, the Good Shepherd, 
You have taught us to be merciful like the Father 

and you have granted us the servant of God 
María Agustina Rivas López – Aguchita,  

the grace of exemplary shepherding to the service of 
the Church, 

in the kindness to those most in need 
and the care of the Creation, 

expressed in the dedication of her life. 
I ask you humbly, for Your great glory, 

grant me, through the intercession of Aguchita,  
the grace of …. (express your intention). 

Amen. 
 

With ecclesiastical approval: 
 Gerardo Anton Zerdin, O.F.M. 

Bishop Apostolic Vicar of San Ramón 
 

causaguchita@hotmail.com 
More information on www.buenpastorperu.pe 

If you would like to give thanks for the intercession of 
AGUCHITA, 

Notify the Cause’s office: 
Av. Los Quechuas 1220-Salamanca Ate-LIMA 

 
 

 

We left our home never to return 
By Sr Georgette Tannoury 

 
We would like to share with you the testimony of a 
Syrian woman who has come to know us! 
The Good Shepherd Centre in Lebanon is located in a 
very poor part of Beirut where many refugees have 
settled. This centre has two aims, namely: 

- The prevention of crime 

- The advancement of women  

These aims come to life in the day-to-day activities of 
the centre, for example: 
Every afternoon around a hundred children come to get 
help with their school homework and on Saturdays they 
come to take part in a diverse range of activities with 
experienced youth instructors.  
During the week, this same centre welcomes women 
offering them a rich programme of activities including: a 
support group for those who need it or training courses 
such as language learning, computer skills and various 
others... 
Here is the story! 
When we got married, my husband and I rented a 
house in Aleppo in Syria. We had our first child. My 
husband worked hard to make ends meet. After 5 
years, we bought a house. We were so proud of our 
success. My husband said to me: “We are only missing 
one thing, another child”. I fell pregnant. We were so 
happy.  
 
We had heard about the disorder and the protests that 
were happening in many of the country’s regions. We 
were not worried because these events were 
happening far away from us. On 22nd July 2012, on the 

night before Ramadan began, we had done our 
shopping in preparation for celebrating the holy month. 
At 1.30am we were woken by the sound of sirens 
warning us to find a shelter. I woke my son whilst my 
husband closed up the house. Even though I was 
pregnant, I carried my son down the stairs and we fled. 
We hadn’t even ran 1km before we were plunged into 
absolute darkness. We found my father who looked 
after us.  
We left our home never to return.  

We stayed for a week at 
my sister-in-law’s house. 
There was no water or 
electricity. The same thing 
happened again. At 8am, 
the bombardments woke 
us up. A missile hit the 
house. Shards of glass 
went everywhere. We fled 
once again, this time to 
Idlib where we stayed with 
my brother-in-law for 2 

months. My husband went back to Aleppo to see what 
state our house was in. Unfortunately all the walls had 
been destroyed and all of our belongings stolen.  
We were short on money, we had nothing to eat, and 
my husband could not find any work. There were no 
signs that the war was going to end any time soon. My 
husband decided to go to Lebanon to find work and 
send us money. Eventually we decided to go together. 
When we arrived in Lebanon, the situation continued to 
get worse.  
Here in Lebanon the cost of living is very expensive 
compared to Syria where everything is cheap. $200 is 
worth more than $2000.  
I was pregnant with high blood pressure and diabetes. I 
thought about everything I had left behind all the time... 
At that time I was living in an entirely empty basement 
room in Roueisset sleeping on the floor. There was no 
washing machine or refrigerator. I was depressed and I 
bottled everything up inside. I snapped at my children 
and my husband. I remained in that state for 2 and a 
half years. I sent my son Mahomet to school. He gave 
me a hard time and I constantly hit him.  
One day, my neighbor suggested that I send my son to 
the Sisters of the Good Shepherd Centre near our 
home to go to the after school program. I thanked God 
because it was a gift from heaven. I enrolled him but I 
also enrolled myself and started to join the support 
groups in the mornings. My mood changed. I 
discovered how ignorant I was being, how limited my 
views were and how much I was torturing myself for no 
good reason. My son gradually improved. The social 
worker and the psychotherapist helped me.  
 
I thank God because my son is doing so much better. I 
always trust in the sisters when I need help. Thanks to 
them, my son and I have learned so many things. I am 
here without a mother or sister in whom I can confide. 
When a problem arises at home, the sisters can 
support and guide me. They have helped me so much 
and I feel less isolated in my exile. May God bless the 
Sisters. 
 

Entrance of the Museum  

From..  

To..  
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Congregational Leaders Spiritually Niche   

St. Martha’s Hospital  
Heritage Museum 

By Jason Furtado 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
“A patient (at St. Martha’s) is sure of sympathy and 
cheerful encouragement as well as expert care, 
(because) when he goes out, he not only leaves as a 
cured man, but a BETTER man.”  

- Sir Mirza Ismail, Diwan of Mysore, 1929. 
 
In today’s run for ‘corporatization’, we can very easily 
forget the true essence of why an institute was 
established. The challenges and perseverance that its 
pioneers went through in making St. Martha’s Hospital 
into the iconic landmark that it is today, ever since 
1886.  
"You have a sacred, precious jewel confided to you. It 
is our holy institute you carry in your arms, in your 
person. Show it to the world, to everyone, in all its 
beauty. Our institute was founded through love. We 
have all been drawn to it through love. It is love which 
keeps us here.", says St Mary Euprasia Pelletier ( Conf 
p.55). It is this ‘love’, this zeal that we must keep 
burning well into the future, so that all those who pass 
through this institution, be ambassadors of justice, 
peace and merciful love in the footsteps those who 
came before us. The brain child of the Local Leader, Sr. 
Teresa Mandakath and Director, Dr. John Marshall 
Johnson, the concept of the Heritage Museum at the 
central atrium of this 131 year old institution was to 
keep alive the core-values along with the sacrifices, 
toils and joys that were, are and should continue to be 
the true identity of the Good Shepherd Story through St. 
Martha’s Hospital in Bengaluru, India. The Heritage 
museum was inaugurated on the 3

rd
 of May 2017.  

The lack of space limited the Heritage Museum design 
to be compact using the pre-existing niches and 
restoring the original teak woodwork and fittings. 
Decades of paint and degradation took its toll on the 
restoration process; nevertheless, the job was done. 
The museum is being completed in phases. The first 
phase focused mainly on ‘artifacts’, whereas the 
second phase will pay tribute to the ‘stories’ that made 
St. Martha’s Hospital, what it is today. Third, would 
focus on hospital ‘projects’ and outreach programs. 
Phase one is complete.  

 
There are four niches with the themes of ‘Our Origins’, 
‘Our Evolution’, ‘Our Spirituality’ and ‘Our Zeal’. Each 
bearing little reminders of a cherished time gone by and 
the dreams envisioned for this hospital. There are 
panels of photos from the archives assembled by the 
gracious support from the Mother House, Angers and 
our province curator for the archives. It is open to all 
and is freely accessible. The Museum is designed to 
start at the waiting lounge for visitors to usher them to 
read the story of John Eudes, St. Mary Euphrasia and 
the Good Shepherd presence around the globe.  
The museum pays a special tribute to all the local 
leaders and administrative staffs by highlighting their 
tenures and achievements in the Hospital timeline 
displayed in classic-contemporary style.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gratitude: This project would not be possible without 
the help and support of the Congregational and 
Provincial archivists. I also thank our senior sisters for 
their inspiration and untiring encouragement through 
this process. Special thanks to all the partners in 
mission and benefactors who contributed to this project.  
As a partner in mission this project was a profound 
‘formation’ experience to accompany the pioneers on 
their journey through turbulent times, shared tears, 

Blessing of the Heritage Museum 

Archive photos  

Museum interior 

Artifacts on Display Photo Displays  
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everyday miracles and blessings galore, as I absorbed 
myself in the history that was almost forgotten. The 
heartwarming stories of all the senior doctors, nurses, 
co-workers, patients, four and our Good Shepherd 
Sisters, continues to inspire ‘pieces’ to be presented. 
So much still to do!  
On a personal note, the St Martha’s Heritage Museum, 
has given me a deeper sense of gratitude to our 
pioneers, who have toiled to so much to bring this 
‘God’s work’ to what it is today. I not only have found a 
deeper commitment to the learning of our foundation 
story, but also to the value of preserving a legacy for 
the future!  

Please do come visit and share your suggestions 
on making this labour of love more beautiful. 

 
 

CHAITHANYA  
 ‘An Abode of New Life’ 

 

By Sr.Kalaiselvi 
 
Chaithanya is an Organization of the Sisters of the 
Good Shepherd that works for the rehabilitation of 
children under difficult circumstances. The restructuring 
of Chaithanya took place in June 2016 and it is now 
operating with its new orientation.  
 

Our Mission:  
- To support children at risk, so that they can join 

the main stream of society as good citizens.  

- To be in partnership with them in their daily 
struggle, to grow off the streets and become 
socially and economically independent young 
persons.  

 

Vision:  
A holistic approach through which street- based 
adolescent girls/children can find a stable and 
meaningful purpose in life.  
 

Aim & objectives:  
-  To support the child in her effort to grow and 

be integrated into the society.  
-  To provide them with food, clothing & shelter, 

deserving girl children are given residential 
care for a short time.  

-  To provide an environment that fosters human 
and psychological growth in order to help 
children from the street & those at high risk to 
grow into independent and responsible adults.  

• Children at Chaithanya are provided with all the basic 
necessities like food, clothing, medical care and 
education for life.  
• The school drop- outs are coached and motivated to 
continue their studies. We identify their area of interest 
and encourage them accordingly.  
• We emphasize on physical activities, such as 
gardening, cleaning the house, outdoor games, 
recreation, yoga etc. Moral values are imparted in story 
forms. 

 
Steps to Success: 
In the year 2016 we have placed children in the 
following homes  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the year 2017 we have welcomed 15 new children to 
experience newness of life in chaithanya.  
 
In 2016 Mr. Nihal and his team of three members joined 
Chithanya for Volunteer service. They were happy to 
teach them a group dance to participate in the 
children’s day celebration in Sampoorna Mounfort 
College.  
From 14th November 2016 – 2nd Feb 2017 a volunteer 
named Mrs. Silvana from Switzerland rendered her 
service to the children in Chaithanya. She was a loving 
mother to them and helped the children to grow 
holistically. She taught them Yoga & mediation, lessons 
in English and games in the evening. She was with 
them from 9 am to 4pm. She returned back to her 
country on 2nd Feb 2017. Her service was remarkable 
and we owe our gratitude to Silvana.  
The students from Sacred Heart’s school started their 
social experience with the children. As part of their 
studies they are with the children every Saturday & 
Sunday and offer their services by helping the children 
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to tidy up the living rooms of the children and teaching 
them simple crafts such as making ear studs & dolls.  
I thank all those volunteers and benefactors who 
generously contributed their time and energy for the 
less privileged children. May they be blessed 
abundantly. 
 

 

“One day, I encountered a 
woman named Elbita…” 

 
By Richard 

 

 
 

As our immigrant brothers and sisters desperately look 
for job opportunities, the Mother Josefa Foundation of 
La Serena lights the way for them. The Tierras Blancas 
project has developed Spanish language training 
programs and workshops based on current educational 
methods. With language and job skills, participating 
immigrants have a chance to be integrated into the 
workplace in the Coquimbo region of Chile. We are 
pleased to share the story of 24-year-old Richard Olist. 
Like many Haitian immigrants, Richard is taking 
responsibility for his life. After taking part in the 
workshops, Richard expressed his impressions and 
sentiments. His testimonial follows.  
Greetings. I hope you are well by the grace of our all-
powerful Lord who accompanies all of us. I am happy to 
let everyone know about my life in Chile. When I first 
arrived in Santiago, I began to live in sadness and pain 
in the midst of many trials and all sorts of hardships. 
Nevertheless, I did not lose hope because I expected a 
new beginning to be difficult.  
To achieve what I valued for my life, I focused on my 
strengths. I began learning and interacting with others. 
After spending a few days in Santiago, I went to La 
Serena. I want to emphasize that life in Chile gives me 
a feeling of security because it is a country of 
respectful, generous, kind, and honest people. At La 
Serena, I started to work, meet people, and make new 
friends. Being in Chile is something I do not take for 
granted. It takes strength to keep going. I would work 
for one month or twenty-five days, then I had to find 
something else. Although it was always like that, I never 
lost faith in God. I knew God saw my misery and would 
never let me go astray or lose my mind. I had always 
prayed to God for help in finding a new job and 
changing my situation.  
One day I contacted a woman named Elbita of the 
Mother Josefa Foundation. During our pleasant phone 
conversation, Elbita invited me to attend class to learn 

to read, speak, and write Spanish. Elbita convinced me 
of the benefits of learning Spanish and also spoke to 
me about a job. I understood that God is always faithful. 
When all your efforts fail, do not be discouraged or say 
that God has forgotten you. God allowed certain 
situations to test my faith but He never stopped 
listening. 
My heart and soul rejoice in two persons, Elbita and 
Sister Myriam of the Mother Josefa Foundation, who 
crossed my path and lifted me out of the abyss. Life 
opens many doors for us. When we see others doing 
well and we are not, perhaps tomorrow God will deliver 
us from our troubles. As far as I’m concerned, while life 
is not easy, I have overcome many obstacles. I have 
learned to accept hardship and consider it a lesson 
from God. I would encourage anyone to read the lesson 
which, when well understood, can open the way. When 
no one was there for me, I kept my calm and knelt 
down to present my problems. More accurately, I 
exhausted my prayer.  
I wish I could say more but I would have to write a book 
to express all my feelings, views, and 
recommendations. Thank you for letting me share some 
aspects of my life. I hope to keep my eyes fixed on 
God, my feet on God’s path, and my life faithful to the 
sacred. 

 

150 years of Good Shepherd 
Sisters in Manchester 

 

By Sr. Carmel Smyth Province of Great Britain  
 
In 1850, after three centuries of persecution of the 
Catholic Church, the Catholic hierarchy in England and 
Wales was restored. The Rt. Rev. William Turner was 
appointed Bishop of the new Diocese of Salford, 
Manchester, in 1851. He was aware of the need for our 
ministry to women, in a city which pioneered the 
Industrial Revolution, with its many attendant social 
problems. In answer to this, the following year in 1852, 
he invited Mother Mary Euphrasia and the Good 
Shepherd Sisters to make a foundation in his Diocese. 

 
For various reasons, M. Euphrasia was unable to 
accept the original invitation but five years later she 
asked for, and received permission, from our Cardinal 
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Protector in 1857 to make the foundation. There were 
already five Good Shepherd communities in the 
Province of Great Britain, but although Manchester was 
seen as a priority, due to all kinds of problems locating 
a suitable property, it was a further nine years before a 
venue was finally found in an area called Levenshume. 
The owner of the property was so pleased that it was 
going to be used as a convent that he reduced the rent 
from £60 per annum to £20!  
 
On December 6th 1866, four sisters set out from 
Hammersmith, London, to the new property in 
Manchester, only to find that the current owner of the 
house was still there. So they had to stay with our 
sisters in Ford, Liverpool to await developments. By the 
following February, one room was ready for them, as 
the occupants had moved into one end of the house, so 
the Sisters took up residence. The next morning, 
February 2nd 1867, the Vicar General blessed the 
house and celebrated Candlemas, our first ever Mass 
in Manchester! The altar was a simple table and the 
credence tables were trunks covered with sheets on 
which stood statues of Our Lady and St. Joseph. 
 
Eventually the other occupants moved out of the 
property and the Mission developed so quickly that 
within 8 years the community outgrew the 
accommodation and were forced to move twice, until 
finally, two lady benefactors found the ideal property at 
Litchford Hall, Blackley. However, the Sisters faced a 
final difficulty in disposing of their current property. So, 
during the month of March 1874, they prayed 
continuously to St. Joseph for a positive outcome. Just 
as they were going to say compline on the 31st March, 
the Bishop arrived to inform them that the diocese 
would buy their current house which would enable them 
to purchase Litchford Hall! Great was their joy and by 
April 10th, the Sisters were at last installed in their new 
home.  
Litchford Hall proved to be the perfect property and our 
traditional Ministries flourished and resulted in 
numerous girls and women being helped over the last 
150 years. 
Today our convent in Blackley, which still stands in the 
grounds of Litchford Hall, is a Province resource which 
accommodates a Community of Sisters, provides 
hospitality to many visitors and also hosts Province 
meetings. An adjacent well-staffed Care Home provides 
24 hour care for 14 Sisters. Our Blackley Community 
also welcomes many Sisters from other Provinces who 
come to study in England and we are very fortunate to 
have a dedicated chaplain, Fr. Austin, who has served 
the community for the past 28 years. 
 
In March this year, during a Province Assembly, we had 
a simple but joyful celebration of thanksgiving for 150 
years of service in Manchester. Our new Bishop, Rt. 
Rev John Arnold was delighted to be invited to 
celebrate the Mass, which was followed by a festive 
lunch.  

Fidelity to the Church 
 

By Sr. Juliana Devoy 
 

The family of our dearly departed Sr. Louis Mok 
suffered much during China’s Communist Rule under 
Mao Tze Tong. Her eldest brother, a medical doctor 
and devout Catholic, was arrested and put in jail when 
he was in his early forty’s leaving behind a wife and 8 
children between the ages of 13 and 11 months. After 
15 years of incarceration he died in jail. His second son 
spent 10 years in jail for protesting his father’s arrest. 

 
Teresa, one of Sr. Mok’s younger sisters, was arrested 
for her faith and refusing to renounce her allegiance to 
the pope. She spent most of her youth and young 
adulthood behind bars. She was 15 years in prison and 
5 years in a labor camp. When she was released she 
married John Liu, a fellow Catholic who had also 
suffered for 22 years in testimony to his faith which he 
refused to renounce. 
In order to join her elderly mother who was now living in 
Australia Teresa and John came to Hong Kong and 
Macau to apply for visas to Australia. Teresa did not 
have too much difficulty because she had family living 
in Australia. For John it was another story and it 
seemed impossible for him to obtain a visa.  
 
That was before Mother Teresa, the Prioress of the 
Carmelite Convent in Macau took up his case. She was 
so inspired by this couple’s story that she was ready to 
move heaven and earth to find a way for John to get a 
visa. Teresa went to Sydney in 1980 and John followed 
her in 1981. In 1984 Teresa and John went back to 
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Hong Kong to work for the Church. At that time John’s 
health was already deteriorating and in 1989 while 
visiting friends in Macau he died of a heart attack just 
after attending Sunday Mass. 
 

During the many years Teresa has been in Australia 
she has been a faithful servant of the Church. One 
particularly outstanding work she has been involved in 
is finding benefactors for young men in different 
countries who want to study for the priesthood but who 
do not have the funds to do so. She has had the joy of 
attending the ordination of several of her protégés in 
India. 

 
We Good Shepherd Sisters in Hong Kong and Macau 
were so happy when we received the news that this 
year on July 16th “Teresa was presented with the 
Dempsey Medal for distinguished services to the 
Church in the Archdiocese of Sydney and particularly 
within the parish of St. Michael’s, Hurstville.” Those of 
us who lived in community for many years with her 
sister, Sr. Louis Mok, in Hong Kong where she worked 
with problem teenage girls and in Macau where she 
was a catechist in Fatima Parish, feel very proud of her 
because we consider her to be our sister too. She is so 
deserving of this recognition. So we want to share this 
good news with our sisters worldwide.  
 

Creating a child friendly safe 
space in Sinnapaduwa 

Province of Sri Lanka 

 
A new project was launched in partnership with 
Kindernothilfe (KNH), a German NGO founded to 
support vulnerable and marginalized children and 
young people to develop their full potential, on 31

st
 July 

2017 in celebration of the 220
th
 birthday of Our 

Foundress St. Mary Euphrasia by the Good Shepherd 
Sisters in Sri Lanka. 
 

The project was inaugurated with a simple ceremony 
that marked the beginning of our Good Shepherd 
sisters wanting to move into a deeper dimension of 
Sinnapaduwa Community making an effort to uplift the 
life patterns of children in a holistic approach.  
 

Our dream is to pave the way to create a child friendly 
space for the children of the community of 

Sinnapaduwa where they would be enabled to bring out 
their inborn talents. This effort of ours will ensure the 
rights and the protection of the child. We believe that 
creating a space for children would enhance their rapid 
growth and bring about change in their lives.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We hope to interact with the parents specially the 
mothers, to be more sensitive to uplift the lives of their 
children. In addition we too hope to form self-help 
groups to empower the mothers in the village, to take 
responsibility for the wellbeing of their village and the 
safety of their children. As we take this initiative to 
empower this community, it is the partnership of KNH 
that has strengthened to journey together and make our 
dream a reality. 
 

The inauguration took place in the presence of his 
Lordship Dr. Valence Mendis, the Bishop of Chilaw, 
Francine, the Province Leader of Good Shepherd 
Sisters, representatives of KNH and invitees.  
 

After the hoisting of the flags and unveiling of the 
plaque a Prayer Service followed. It was a great day, as 
we wished our Foundress St. M. Euphrasia on her 
birthday. 

Thereafter the gathering was addressed by his Lordship 
Bishop Valence Mendis, Bishop of Chilaw, our Province 
Leader and the Country Coordinator of KNH. The 
colorful performance of the girls of Kandalaya Vidyalaya 
added beauty and meaning to the ceremony. We pray 
and rely on God’s blessings for the success of this 
project and wish that the children enjoy freedom and 
protection. 
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Lama Gramaya celebrates 
50th anniversary 

Province of Sri Lanka 

“Lama Gramaya” also known as “Children’s Village” is 
situated amongst nature’s beautiful surroundings at 
Niripola, Hanwella in the District of Avissawella, 59 km 
East of Colombo in the Western Province. 
 
This small village is different in character from the other 
Centres run by the Good Shepherd Sisters in that it 
caters to children who are either destitute or orphaned 
giving them a family atmosphere. This is a more child 
friendly centre.  

Situated in this 
‘Village’ are six 
houses each 
supervised by a Good 
Shepherd Sister. The 
children in these 
houses numbering 60 
are all school going 
children both boys 
and girls, irrespective 

of race or religion, with ages ranging from 3 to 18. 
 
30th September was indeed a day of joy when “Lama 
Gramaya” reached a landmark. It was a day to express 
our praise and thanksgiving to the Lord for journeying 
with us during the past fifty years since 1967; it was a 

day to recall memories; a day to celebrate the arduous 
efforts of our predecessors to sustain this worthy 
institution over the past fifty golden years.  
The 50th Anniversary Celebration of this “Village” 
commenced with a Thanksgiving Eucharist celebrated 
by His Lordship Dr. Maxwell Silva, the Auxiliary Bishop 
of Colombo at which Our Province Leader Francine 
Muthugala was present along with the other Sisters, 
Priests, Past Pupils, Present Students, House Mothers, 
Well Wishers and invitees. 
 
It was indeed a day of joy for all present, especially to 
the Past Pupils who were overwhelmed to meet the 
House Mothers who had taken care of them and 
nurtured them during their stay in this Home.  
The highlight of this day was a concert presented by the 
Present and Past students that showcased their talents 
in singing and dancing that was much appreciated and 
enjoyed by all present. 

 

Papal encounter in Cartagena 
 

By Blanca Nubia Lopez 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shall I start with the beautiful city of Cartagena, 
Colombia? Or shall I begin with the extraordinary 
surprise of meeting the pope? Shall I talk about the girls 
who suffer so many risks in a world of social inequality? 
Actually, each of these elements, as they converged 
during a papal visit in September, caused me to look 
anew at my own life. For 34 years, I have been a Sister 
of the Good Shepherd. I am a Colombian whose life 
has held an ordinary history of joys, lights and 
shadows. 
 
What is perhaps distinctive is that each day is 
motivated by the love of Jesus, particularly as I have 
been called to special work with girl children and 
adolescents who have suffered pain, neglect and 
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exploitation due to the social conditions that permeate 
our communities and nations. I have personally felt the 
pain and suffering of so many girls. 
 
In my early years, I worked in Cali and then in Medellín, 
always in districts referred to as the olla — the cooking 
pot — which connotes a bad neighborhood rife with 
crime, drugs and the selling of sex. In these places, I 
have seen violent deaths, newspapers functioning as 
blankets for street children, and parents with children 
searching inside garbage cans for food. 
Yes, I have seen terrible things, but I can also tell you 
beautiful testimonies from people, stories of the human 
spirit's ability to rise up to new life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And so, about four years ago, I began a new program 
for girls. We called it Talitha Kum, words from the 
Aramaic Gospel phrase Jesus used to bid a girl to rise 
up. It honors the dignity of each person. According to 
the mission of our congregation, I had made a decision 
to go to the tourist city of Cartagena de Indias, the 
colonial name when Cartagena was a port for export of 
silver to Spain and import of slaves from Africa. It is 
famous for being a walled city — and, indeed, many 
invisible walls hide lives of poverty, unemployment, 
gangs and early pregnancies in squalid neighborhoods. 
Good Shepherd has a center dedicated to the 
prevention of sex tourism, which is, sadly, the specific 
object of many tourists. 
 
At Talitha Kum the children "rise up" every day. We 
welcome children (ages 9-17) to a program that 
includes school, human and spiritual accompaniment, 
and enrichment of family and civic environments. We 
are always proud when, as recently happened, a 17-
year-old girl finished high school and now continues her 
study. 
The girls are active participants in the program, and 
because it is theirs, they love it. Each day they arrive 
with enthusiasm. They suggest improvements; they 
train in child protection principles, and contribute to 
policy. They are active in awareness of their rights and 
responsibilities. 
 
And now Pope Francis comes into the story! I learned 
last March that the pope would visit our program in 
September. It was such a big surprise that I laughed out 
loud, just as Sarah did when God spoke to her. Only 
sometime later was I able to share this secret with 
children, families and friends. 
When I told them we would welcome the pope to our 
program, the news was met with joy and praises, and 
facial expressions of astonishment that I will not forget. 

One girl said, "when I see him I am going to throw 
myself at his feet and not let him go!" (She didn't!) 
Another girl said "I want to embrace him," and a third 
said that she would ask for his blessing and ask that he 
pray for her epileptic mother who suffers seizures. 
(Though she was unable to make such a personal 
request, I do believe the pope unites all such intentions 
in his heart.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We developed a six-week preparation program called 
"Waking with Pope Francis." Various pedagogical 
workshops in the form of games, songs, letters and 
dances allowed the girls to know about this pope. Rich 
spiritual preparation was also done, highlighting the 
preferential place this community holds in the heart of 
the pope. The mass media helped by showing the 
usually forgotten faces that suffer behind the beautiful 
walls of the rich city. 
 
Finally the awaited day came. There was a flood of joy 
across thousands of simple hearts in expectation of the 
pope's blessing — here! Among them! In their own 
place! The girls in particular experienced a change from 
invisibility to protagonists within their environment. They 
could learn that God's mercy is limitless and waits to 
raise up even the poorest from among the poor to their 
rightful place as beloved of God. 
 
For myself, there are no words to express my feeling at 
the pope's closeness. I saw him reach my 
neighborhood and come into the lives of our 
community. He displayed simplicity, with a quiet smile, 
a warm handshake and hug, whispering a greeting in 
my ear. For me, it was an invitation to follow God 
without fear in the defense of the rights of the most 
vulnerable. 
And now, afterward, what do we make of the Holy 
Father's visit? Journalists asked this question 
repeatedly both before and after the visit. Always, the 
same answer comes to me: "I don't know." Is God's 
love or compassion any different since the visit? 
 
I have come to understand it is simply about 
commitment — to be stronger in our work for children 
and adolescents, to increase our presence in local, 
national and international networks for this work. Not 
only for this program but for my religious congregation, 
locally and internationally. 
I hope that we, as a group, can re-motivate and express 
a greater focus on the work. It is easy to be distracted 



 

25-12-2017 Page 13 
 

by nonessential things. We must be strong and 
unafraid, even to confront unresponsive government 
structures. To defend the rights of the poor means to 
proclaim justice in policy and laws for the rights of 
children and proper employment for their parents. We 
must be protagonists for rights. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are so many times that I feel powerless in the 
face of indifference, especially the indifference of those 
with the duty to protect children. We have brought 
cases of alleged sexual abuse where girls are harmed 
within their families.  
 
These cases sit like cold damp rags, uninteresting and 
immovable; no follow-up action has occurred. Still we 
insist on continuing to speak up and demand that 
justice be done. 
For me, this is the legacy of the pope's visit to my city. It 
is a constant call of encouragement to retain joy and 
hope, to go out to the street and be close with our 
neighbors, to generate life as bearers of mercy and 
compassion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[Blanca Nubia Lopez is a member of the Congregation 
of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd. She is 
the current director of Talitha Kun in Cartagena de 
Indias and a member of the Cartagena archdiocesan 
social pastoral team. This article was translated into 
English by Sr. Yolanda Sánchez, provincial leader.] 
 
Reprinted by permission of Global Sisters Report, 
115 E Armour Blvd, Kansas City, MO 64111 

 

RENATE in Malta 
 

By Sister Marie Hélène Halligon 

 
A working group made up of 21 members, 

representing 21 European countries + 12 team 
members and guests met up at St. Joseph’s Jesuit 

Retreat Centre  
5 - 11 November 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Renate is not just a lovely first name, it is also the 
acronym for a network of nuns who work hand in hand 
to put an end to the Trafficking and Exploitation of 
Human Beings, in particularly in Europe. The network is 
part of a global group, called Talitha Kum, who are 
based in Rome. 
 
Every year, the RENATE working board meets up in a 
country in Europe to take stock, to welcome new 
members and approve the strategy. The strategy is 
developed by the Steering Committee during monthly 
Skype meetings and specific meetings, the last of which 
took place in Palermo, where the multi-year Strategic 
Plan was drafted.  
Personally, I have been a member of RENATE since it 
was founded, sent by Sister Magdalena Franciscus 
(who, after being appointed Provincial, could no longer 
participate in the same way in the fight against Human 
Trafficking) to represent the province.  
As a member of the Steering Committee, I participate in 
Skype meetings every month; we address each of the 
various topics on the agenda from preparations for 
future meetings (training, Steering Committee 
meetings, working board meetings, AGM, etc.) to 
agreeing the sum of money required for one of the 
members to learn English, our common language, to 
financing a project in the hall of residence where young 
women are welcomed or how much urgent aid is 
required for one reason or another.  
Along with another sister, we have created a group 
which has become “RENATE - France”, assembling all 
the volunteers, mainly in the Paris region, who are 
involved in the fight against Human Trafficking. We are 
trying to raise awareness particularly amongst young 
people (schools, chaplaincies) and... Bishops. We 
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would like to speak on a Thursday night at the Sevres 
centre in St Leu, something which I did a few years 
back on St Bakhita day. We would also like to reach out 
to CORREF (Religious Conference Group in France)... 
We are certainly not short of things to do! 
We already have links with other groups such as the 
Catholic Relief Services group against Human 
Trafficking, which includes 25 associations and our 
working group made up of 21 members, representing 
21 European Congregation (Sisters of the Good 
Shepherd). We have made 2 DVDs on Human 
Trafficking in Paris with Guido Freddi; Géraud Burin des 
Roziers made a film: “Slavery in today's France” which 
was shown on channel 5.  
As the network grows, more links are created between 
us and we can guide more young women and children 
out of slavery. In Malta, Doris, a young Polish woman 
came to find me to ask if I would act as an interpreter 
for her on Skype: they were with a woman who only 
spoke French... 

 
I don’t want to finish without mentioning RENATE as a 
“House of Prayer”, where we would like to invite all the 
sisters who would like to persistently pray so that this 
evil ends! If every one of you said “Our Father” every 
day so that God - who is the only one who can do it  
- touches the hearts of the traffickers, he will be moved!  
You can visit the RENATE website: http://www.renate-
europe.net. It is in English, but you can choose a 
different language on the tab at the top left of the 
screen. On the right hand side, a Facebook tab keeps 
track of all the events concerning the Trafficking of 
Human Beings in Europe.  
 

 
 

Towards Empowerment of 
Vulnerable Women 

 
Province of Central East India 

 
The mission of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd in 
Central East India and Nepal (CEIN) is spread over 8 
States in India and in Nepal. The focus groups are as 
follows: 
 
 Children in Need of Care and Protection 
 Working Women from low-income 
 Dalit/Tribal Communities 
 Trafficked Women and Children 

 Domestic Workers and Prisoners 
 
As per the five-year Strategic Plan (2014 to 2019) the 
Sisters of the Good Shepherd in Central East India 
Province committed themselves to focus their mission 
in four thematic areas, namely 
 

1) Promotion of Economic Justice for the 
marginalized women (from Scheduled Caste 
and Scheduled Tribe Communities) 

2) Protection and Promotion of Girl Child Rights 
(Adolescent Girls) 

3) Prevention of Human Trafficking/Migration and 
Protection and Promotion of Rights of the 
Trafficked Victims  

4) Promotion of Human Rights  
 
In accordance with the Strategic Plan, they are 
implementing a 3-year project titled “Empowerment of 
Vulnerable Women through Human Rights & Economic 
Development in India” (also known as Economic Justice 
Project) in 4 locations, namely Garratola (Madhya 
Pradesh), Mulakalapalli (Telangana), Mangalagiri 
(Andhra Pradesh) and Amaravathi (Andhra Pradesh) in 
Central East India Province. The implementation 
started from 01 October 2015 and it is scheduled to 
conclude on 30 September, 2018.  
 
Through this project GS Sisters do the following:  
 

 Help women to form groups and run them 
effectively  

 Form groups for men and enable them to 
support the endeavours of women  

 Give financial support in the form of Seed 
Money for a selected profitable economic 
activity  

 Supply freely certain essential Equipments 
needed for running the economic activity  

 Conduct capacity building programs at regular 
intervals on themes related to the economic 
activity, women empowerment and human 
rights  

 Help women to avail government schemes 
 Guide women to form a Cooperative Society for 

the sake of sustainability  
 
The following changes have been noticed in the lives of 
the project participants:  
 

 Increased Income 
 More knowledge on various issues 
 Ability to work in a group 
 Increased responsibility towards the group’s 

money 
 Approaching banks/government offices without 

inhibition 
 Availing various government schemes 
 Accessing allocated government loans 
 Men support women 
 Preparedness to start and run Cooperative 

Society  
 
 

RENATE 

http://www.renate-europe.net/
http://www.renate-europe.net/
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Listen to what the participant women have to say:  
 

Before I joined the project, I 
did not know how to talk; I 
never knew about the 
available government 
schemes and I did not 
know how to work with 
others in a group. Through 
training programs 

conducted by the Staff, Agriculture Department 
Officials, Police and Lawyers we were given knowledge 
on how to work in a group, various social evils, how to 
do soil test and different methods of farming – Karam 
Vijaya, Burgoyagumpu village (Mulakalapalli).  
 

 

During meetings we have learnt about child marriage; 
violence on women; women’s health; ill effects of child 
marriage and how to take care of buffaloes. The Vet 
Doctor gave us knowledge on how to identify diseases 
that affect buffaloes. The sisters taught us how to run a 
group, do the periodical savings and how to write 
proper accounts and maintain them on our own. – 
Jhansi, Chiravuru village (Mangalagiri). 
 

The training programs gave us 
knowledge on proper methods 
of agriculture and organic 
farming. The Good Shepherd 
Organization helped us to do 
the farming work on our own 
with the Seed Money. Now we 

do not go to the Money Lender. Even if we are 
uneducated, we have learnt a lot and now we have the 
courage to talk to anyone – Baita Varamma, 
Kommugudem village (Mulakalapalli). 
 
After joining the project, we have learnt how to talk to a 
Doctor; what to talk in the Village Meeting; in case of 
any problem how to go to the Police Station and talk. 
We have learnt to talk to government officials with 
courage and confidence – Premila, Enikapadu village 
(Amaravathi). 
 
I attend the Gram Sabha (Village Committee) meetings 
regularly. I also take other women with me. I tell them 
that we can express our problems in the meeting and 
find solutions there. Through the Village Committee we 
applied for government schemes such as Drinking 
water well, Toilet and House etc. and got them 
sanctioned. Through training programs, we have 
understood the seriousness of the human trafficking. 
Many young girls go out in search of jobs because their 
parents are poor. There the traffickers do business with 
the girls. The girls face endless challenges at young 
age. When we come together for monthly meeting, I 

have explained the women of my 
locality about the human 
trafficking. I have advised them not 
to send their children anywhere for 
work because the human 
trafficking has become a business. 
I expect from the Good Shepherd 
Organization that it continues to 
provide knowledge to more 
women, encouraging the 

economically backward women, creating awareness in 
them and helping them to come up in life – Bisto Bai, 
Pandripatra village (Garratola).  
 
The above sharing reveals the attitudinal and 
behavioural changes in women belonging to 
marginalized communities. The objective of the 
Economic Justice Project – i.e. empowerment of 
vulnerable women – is slowly being realized. 
 

Jubilees of Consecrated Life. 
South-East Province  

of Latin America. 
“Everything for a Great Love”  

(St Columbano) 
 

By Sr. Josefa Sibelle Batinga 
 
This year 2017, the Southeast Province of Latin 
America (Brazil - Paraguay) celebrated with great joy 
the Jubilee of Religious Consecrated Life of the Sisters: 
Anna María de Faria (Diamond Jubilee); Dulce Ruv, 
Imelda Nissola, Eustela María de Melo, María Gorete 
Pereira da Silva and Margarita Franco (Jubilee of gold) 
María Carmelita Ribeiro de Sousa, María do Socorro 
Rodrigues da Silva, María Inés de Sousa Evangelista 
and María José Brito de Santana (Jubilee silver). On 
these significant dates there were celebrations at the 
local and provincial level. 
 

PROVINCIAL CELEBRATION 

 

The Community of the Contemplative Sisters in 
Alagoinhas - Bahia, was the place chosen to hold the 
celebration at the Provincial level. In that Community, a 
significant number of Jubilee Sisters gathered together 
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with Sister María José Santana de Brito 
(contemplative), Silver Jubilee. 
In preparation for this great event, a Vocational Triduum 
was held in the Contemplative Community, with the 
collaboration of the group of Lay and Lay 
Contemplative Missionaries of the Good Shepherd. 
Another three days of reflection for the Jubilee Sisters 
took place, with the theme: "It was not you who chose 
me, it was me who chose you" (Jn 15,16), animated by 
the Sisters María José Lima and Eliene de Olivera 
Barros (Provincial Animator). The center of this event 
was on April 23 with the Eucharistic Celebration, 
presided over by Monsignor Paulo Romeo, Bishop of 
the Diocese of Alagoinhas, in the Chapel of Nuestra 
Señora de las Gracias, (Our Lady of Grace).  
 

LOCAL CELEBRATIONS - SOME FLASHES 

 
Some Sisters celebrated their jubilees in their local 
communities and cities of origin. They had Eucharistic 
celebrations, youth days, and vocational triduum.  
 

Sister Imelda Nissola: Golden Jubilee - Caxias 
do Sur 

 
The great Golden Jubilee 
Festival of Sister Imelda took 
place on March 12, on the 
occasion of the feast of Our Lady 
of Lourdes, in the Church of San 
Cayetano-Caxias. The 
celebration of the Eucharist was 
presided over by Fr. Carlos 
Rockenbach, OFM. Present at 
the celebration were the 
community Sisters, neighbor and 

some of the relatives of sister were present, among 
them her sister Teresinha Nissola and her brother-in-
law Dolmar Tobola, who also celebrated their 
Matrimonial Golden Jubilees. It was a moment of great 
joy and thanksgiving to God. 
 

Sister María Inés de Souza Evangelista - Silver 
Jubilee - Santarém – Pará 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The celebration took place in the Parish of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe - Santarém (Pará). The Eucharistic 
Celebration was preceded by a Vocational Triduum, 
organized by Sisters Inés Evangelista and Margarita 
Achar with the presentation of the Charism and the 

Mission of the Good Shepherd. For Sister Maria, it was 
a beautiful experience to return to her origins, where 
her vocation grew, as well as the opportunity to 
celebrate with her family.  
The most significant moment of this mission was the 
vocational vigil with the exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament, with a good participation of young people; 
some of which are being accompanied in their 
vocational discernment, by the Service of Vocational 
Animation of the Province. 
 

Sister Maria do Socorro- Silver Jubilee- 
Petrolina- Bahia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the Heart of Mary Parish, the joy of the community 
was great in welcoming the Sisters of the Good 
Shepherd to celebrate the Jubilee of Sister Maria del 
Socorro and to thank God for the gift of her vocation 
with her family. The Sisters María do Socorro and 
María José Correa held a Vocational Day in preparation 
for the celebration that culminated with the Eucharist 
and a beautiful celebration 
 

Sister Margarita Franco Ortiz, Jubilee of Gold - 
Itauguá, Paraguay 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Communities of Paraguay joined in praise and 
thanksgiving to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of Sister 
Margarita Franco, on June 10, 2017. The Sisters of 
Paraguay, the Provincial Animator, relatives of the 
Jubilee, people from the neighborhood were present. , 
who frequent our chapel, friends of the Community. The 
Mass was presided over by Bishop Mario Melanio 
Medina Salinas, friend of the Sisters of Paraguay. 

 
Sister Anna Maria Farias - Diamond Jubilee - 
Belo Horizonte 
 
On July 15, 2017, the Community of Belo Horizonte, 
State of Minas Gerais, celebrated the Diamond Jubilee 
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of Sister Ana María Farias. Her family, Sisters of the 
Community, friendly people, officials and former officials 
participated in the celebration.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sisters of the Community were in charge of the 
preparation of the celebration; they prepared a small 
written souvenir for the guests. They had the joy of the 
presence of the Provincial Animator, Sister Eliene, who 
directed the Renewal of the Vows. The Eucharist was 
presided over by Father Mauro Henrique. 
 

Sister Dulce Ruv - Jubilee of Gold - Belo 
Horizonte – MG 
 

Sister Dulce Ruv pronounced her 
first vows in 1967, going through 
several communities, where she 
dedicated her life to the Good 
Shepherd mission, working with 
women, girls and boys. On October 
29, 2017, with the joy of the faithful 
disciple, daughter of St. Mary 
Euphrasia and St. John Eudes, she 

renews her Yes with fervor and ardor, together with her 
family, sisters and friends. 
 

Sister Maria Carmelita- Silver Jubilee - Recife- 
PE 
 

The 25
th
 Jubilee celebration of 

Consecrated Religious Life of 
Sister Maria Carmelita Ribeiro de 
Sousa was October 22 in the 
Good Shepherd chapel of Recife-
PE. The Holy Mass was presiding 
by the chaplain P. Sergio 
Grigoleto. The whole celebration 
was very emotional, especially at 
the moments of the jubilee's 
vocational witness, in the act of the 
renewal of the holy vows and the 

representation of a passage from the Bible. She also 
received the homage of the Prison Pastoral group. The 
actress María Clara de Brito, who belongs to the youth 
group Eufrasiana, representing Santa María Eufrasia 
handed over the Constitutions to Sister Carmelita. After 
the final blessing Sister Carmelita received hugs and 
greetings from the faithful sharing a good luncheon with 
the Eufrasian family. 
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