
 

Letter from Sr. Mary of the Divine Heart to Pope Leo XIII 

 

“Most Holy Father, 

 

…By the express command of Our Lord and with the consent of my confessor, I come, with 

the most profound respect and perfect submission, to pass on to Your Holiness some new 

communications that Our Lord has deigned to give me.  When, last summer Your Holiness 

was suffering from an indisposition which, due to your advanced age, filled the hearts of your 

children with anxiety, Our Lord gave me the sweet consolation that he would prolong Your 

Holiness’ days so that the consecration of the whole world to his Heart could be realised.  

Later, on the first Friday in the month of December, He told me that he had prolonged Your 

Holiness’ days so as to give you this grace (to make the consecration) …  He left me to 

understand that after having made the consecration Your Holiness would soon finish your 

pilgrimage here below. 

 

On the eve of the Immaculate Conception, …I seemed to see (interiorly) this light, the Heart 

of Jesus, this adorable sun, whose rays descended on the earth, first narrowly, then more 

widely, and finally, lighting up the whole world.  I recognized the ardent desire He has to see 

his adorable Heart more and more glorified and known and to spread his gifts and blessings 

over the whole world.  And He has chosen Your Holiness, prolonging your days, so that you 

might render Him this honour, console his outraged Heart and draw on your soul the choice 

graces that come from this Divine Heart, this source of all graces, this place of peace and 

happiness … 

 

You might find it strange that Our Lord would ask for this consecration of the entire world 

and not be content with the consecration of the Catholic Church.  But his desire to reign, to be 

loved and glorified and to embrace all hearts with his love and mercy is so ardent, that he 

wants Your Holiness to offer him the hearts of all those who by holy baptism belong to him 

so as to facilitate their return to the true Church, and the hearts of all those who have not yet 

received spiritual life through baptism, but for whom He has given his life and blood and who 

are likewise called to be one day the children of holy Church, so as to hasten by this means of 

their spiritual birth … 

 

I come once again to beg with the most filial submission and most lively insistence Your 

Holiness to accord Our Lord the consolation he asks and to add to the cult of his Divine Heart 

some new brightness as the Our Lord will inspire you.  Our Lord has only spoken to me 

directly about the consecration, but on different occasions he has shown me the ardent desire 

he has that his Heart be more and more glorified and loved for the good of the nations.  It 

seems to me that it would be agreeable to him if the devotion of the first Fridays be 

strengthened by an exhortation from Your Holiness to the clergy and the faithful.  He has not 

said this to me expressly, as when he talked about the consecration, but I believe I perceived 

this ardent desire of his Heart, without however being able to affirm it. 

 

After having, in all sincerity and simplicity, told your Holiness my story, it only remains for 

me to ask you, Most Holy Father, with the most profound humility, to forgive my audacity 

…” 

 

Sister Mary of the Divine Heart Droste zu Vischering, Superior of the Monastery of the Good 

Shepherd in Porto (Portugal), 6
th

 January 1899 



 


