
ONE SINGLE SPIRIT  

Homily for the Eucharist of Reunification between OLC and RGS 
 
My dearest Family, 
 
What a beautiful day, a day full of great meaning and blessings!  Today, on the Solemnity of the Sacred 
Heart, the family of two great saints, John Eudes and Mary Euphrasia Pelletier, have gathered in various 
parts of the world to celebrate the sacrament of Christian love, the Eucharist, thus fulfilling the 
commandment of Jesus:  “Remain in my love”;  and, yes, remaining in his love is our mission!  As friends 
of Jesus, we live the reunification between OLC and RGS in the Love that God has been pouring into our 
hearts (cf. Rom 8). 
 
After a careful process of communion and participation we are able to bear witness in this Eucharist – 
which is so rich in symbols that touch our hearts – to the commitment that was successfully completed 
through the signing of the documents by Sister Angela Fahy, OLC Superior General, and Sister Brigid 
Lawlor, RGS Congregational Leader.  Starting from today, the two congregations have agreed to walk as 
one congregation, with one heart  and one spirit:  the spirit of St. Mary Euphrasia and St. John Eudes, 
one single spirit! 
 
“That all may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you” (Jn 17, 21.  To be one, what a great 
challenge!  That we may be one is the priestly prayer of Jesus and it is still his prayer today, on this day 
of reunification.  Let us pray to be one, one heart, one soul; to be one Congregation, with one heart and 
one spirit, to love and serve Jesus and His Church:  ‘’corde mano  et animo volenti”, with a large heart 
and a generous spirit, with the Heart of Jesus and Mary, ‘’the Great Heart’’ as our Father John Eudes 
used to say. 
 
The prophet Ezekiel reveals to us God’s dream:  God wants to show the holiness of his great name!  God 
wants to reveal to all nations his holiness in a simple way, by gathering his people, bringing them back 
together from everywhere and sowing his holiness before the eyes of the world!  Because God loves us, 
because we are the expression of God himself, He wants to reveal his way of being and acting; and He 
does it through his people who belong to Him, the sign of his presence, that is his sacrament.  By 
choosing his people, people who were regenerated by the water of baptism, God shows his holiness, 
what He really is, so that the world may believe.  God’s people has been purified, transformed, and 
renewed.  But how will God reveal his holiness?  In an extraordinary way:  by changing the hearts of his 
children and giving them a new spirit, a spirit that will revive them, that will give them new life, a life in 
unity. 
 
Holiness and unity are two words that we need to remember on this day; holiness and unity.  This 
requires a new heart, a heart that loves, a heart of mercy.  That is the Heart of Jesus, the Heart of the 
Good Shepherd who gives his life for his sheep, who comes into this world in order for us ‘’to have life 
and have it in abundance’’; this is the life in the Spirit. 
 
“I will put my spirit in your hearts and you will keep my commandments.”  Commandments are 
synthesized into one:  the commandment of love.  And, in this way, God’s holiness will be revealed to 
humanity, through women and men, witnesses of God’s love; witnesses of the commandment of love, 
because they love one another as Jesus loved us to the point of giving his life for us.  This is the holiness 
of God, to offer our life for love!  Jesus shows us the way, Jesus gives us His Divine Heart, a Heart that 



loves till the end.  Therefore, the holiness of God is revealed in Jesus, he loved and gave his life for me, 
for you, for all humanity. 
 
Religious life is exactly this:  to witness God’s holiness to the world, to witness the presence of God in 
the world in a more tangible way that is understandable to all men and women of today.  This is the 
meaning of the evangelical counsels that involve all consecrated religious persons. 
 
To witness this Reunification is to understand the importance and value of unity and to decide to live it 
and to give testimony to it.  Unity that is not only a written agreement or alliance, but the work of the 
Spirit of God that makes us one, breaking down the walls that existed between two peoples and 
reconciling them through the blood of Christ (cf. Eph.2,11).  Certainly the process of Reunification has 
been taken with a lot of care and consideration; now the time has come to take action and move from 
theory to the practice in everyday life, to live as one Congregation, day by day, in every local community, 
in every corner of the world.  We need to leave the past, live the present, and look toward the future 
with confidence, love, and determination.  We need now to have one heart and one soul.  Teacher and 
disciple, John Eudes and Mary Euphrasia, embraced each other in one heart; father and daughter melt in 
an embrace of heavenly love.  Also their daughters, here on earth, Good Shepherd and Our Lady of 
Charity, do the same:  they embrace one another in a sisterly love, a hug of confidence, joy and peace. 
 
A new life begins for the whole family, for you my dear sisters, and for us Eudists:  one family with a 
single heart, the Great Heart of Jesus and Mary.  A family that is called to radiate God’s love and attract 
new vocations.  Blessed Mary of the Divine Heart recognized:  It will not be one’s personal qualities, nor 
intelligence or wisdom, or one’s capacity to speak, not even the capacity to love…it will be solely by 
God’s grace; it will be the Heart of Jesus which is like a sun whose rays illuminate everyone.  To give light 
and attract others must be our task as a Family.  
 
As Eudists, we join in the celebration of this great event.  We pray for all of you, our sisters.  We express 
our admiration for the decision that you have taken, a decision that involves a deep courage, great 
humility, tremendous heroism, and a great love.  We also want to walk with you, to receive the legacy of 
St. Mary Euphrasia, her innovating dynamism and, in turn, to simply share the wonders of John Eudes, 
missionary of mercy, teacher of Christian life, and prophet of the Heart. 
 
We should be very proud to have in our family these two great Saints who have revealed the holiness of 
God to the world.  Our family should be one in which holiness is possible, bearing in mind that we are 
living these days the process of canonization of Blessed Maria Droste and of some Eudists, whose causes 
have been introduced to the Church.  As we live this Reunification, I invite and encourage you to work 
together and to live decisively in order to show to the world, through your lives, the holiness of God. 
 
Do not be afraid, keep moving, keep rowing on deep waters, since it is there where we usually find the 
most extraordinary and important challenges.  Thank you for your example, thank you for your decision. 
 
May the Heart of Jesus and Mary live and reign forever among us.  Amen. 
 
Camilo Bernal Hadad                                                                                                Solemnity of the Sacred Heart 
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                                                                                                                              (Translated from the original Spanish)             


