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Communications and the Good Shepherd Congregation 
 

By Sr. Regina Kuizon RGS  

“Go into the whole world and 
proclaim the gospel to every 

creature.” 
 

Mk 16:15 
 

This verse from the Gospel 
reading during the Solemnity of 
the Ascension on May 28, 
which the Church also cele-
brated as the 40th World Com-
munications Day, embraces 
texts from the 2003 General 
Chapter Direction Statement 
that articulates our mission to-
day:  
 

“We dare to create a globalized 
network of action and contem-
plation woven together with all 
the tenderness and compas-
sion of our Shepherd God. 
Such is the message of life and 
hope that we wish to transmit.” 
 
Since its establishment in 1835, 
the Good Shepherd Congrega-
tion has tried to be faithful and 
creative in responding to the 
Gospel imperative to preach 
the gospel in various ways, by 
our apostolate especially to 
women and children, with 
whom we proclaim and witness 
the compassion of Jesus, the 
Good Shepherd.  
 

Vatican II 

During the Second Vatican 
Ecumenical Council, 1962-
1965, a Decree on the Instru-
ments of Social Communica-
tion, Inter Mirifica, highlighted 
the means of social communi-
cations as gifts to the Church. 
In his message for the First 
World Communications Day  on 
May 7, 1967 Pope Paul VI said, 
“The Church, realizing "that she 
is truly and intimately linked 
with mankind and its history", 
wishes by means of this initia-
tive, proposed by the Second 
Vatican Ecumenical Council, to 
draw the attention of her chil-
dren and of all men of good will 
to the vast and complex phe-

nomenon of the modem means 
of social communication, such 
as the press, motion pictures, 
radio and television, which form 
one of the most characteristic 
notes of modern civilization.” In 
1971, Communio et Progressio,  
a Pastoral Instruction, gave a 
theology of communications, 
Jesus as the perfect communi-
cator who proclaimed God’s 
love to us.  

These documents called on the 
clergy, religious women and 
men and the laity to make use 
of the means of social commu-
nications. The International Un-
ion of Superiors General 
(UISG) initiated discussions 
and conferences on communi-
cations and with the staff of 
Vatican Radio enjoined reli-
gious especially those in the 
missions to submit news for 
broadcast. As UISG tried to dis-
cover why religious refrain from 
the means of communications -
- they are too modest or fearful 
or lacking in vision, Vatican Ra-
dio challenged that religious 
men and women need not work 
silently since “the Gospel 
teaches us to do the exact op-
posite. The faithful are not to 
hide the light under a bushel 

but as the Lord said, “Let your 
light shine before men (and 
women), that they may see 
your good works and give glory 
to your Father in heaven.”  (Mt 
5: 14) The modern means of 
communications can help old 
classroom techniques.  Open-
ness was encouraged as it was 
recognized that “we owe it to 
Christ to share any good news 
that we have.” (Apostolate of 
Information, UISG Bulletin No. 
9, 1968) 

Congregation’s response  

Along with the renewal in reli-
gious life, our congregation rec-
ognized this development in 
communications during the 
1973 General Chapter that put 
emphasis on communications.  
The Superior General ap-
pointed the first Director of 
Communications and the first 
newsletter was published in 
Rome in the autumn of 1973. 
Earlier, letters sent by commu-
nities all over the world were 
compiled in the Mother House 
in Angers and form what was 
known as the Angers Bulletin.  
Our congregation has striven to 

(Continued on page 3) 

“Among the wonderful technological discoveries which men of tal-
ent, especially in the present era, have made with God's help, the 
Church welcomes and promotes with special interest those which 
have a most direct relation to men's minds and which have uncov-
ered new avenues of communicating most readily news, views and 
teachings of every sort. The most important of these inventions are 
those media which, such as the press, movies, radio, television and 
the like, can, of their very nature, reach and influence, not only indi-
viduals, but the very masses and the whole of human society, and 
thus can rightly be called the media of social communication. “ 

                                                                                                                                    Inter Mirifica, 1 (December 4, 1963) 

 

 



3 

care for women and children-- 
prostituted women, unwed 
mothers, battered housewives, 
troubled youths, street children, 
rural and urban poor. Through 
the years, Good Shepherd Sis-
ters have responded to the 
needs of the marginalized. The 
congregation also runs schools, 
involves in prison ministry or 
healing for the family.  The 
1985 Constitutions challenge 
each Sister to make the mis-
sion of the congregation visible 
in a particular way and affirms 
that whatever  the diversity of 
our ministries they are to be an 
expression of and a participa-
tion in the community commit-
ment to this mission. 

“To further our ministry and 
keep aware of current events 
and trends, we make use of the 
means of social communica-
tion, observing necessary dis-
cretion.”  (Art. 37, Constitutions of 
the Apostolic Sisters) 
 
"Commitment to the gospel 
contradicts the values of soci-
ety which are harmful to human 
dignity.  Our consecration 
should challenge these values 
and proclaim the place of Christ 
in our lives.  Our dedication to 
him through contemplation can-
not be reconciled with indis-
criminate or imprudent use of 
the mass media." (Art.11, Consti-
tutions of the Contemplative Sisters) 
 
Jesus being the perfect com-
municator as presented clearly 
in Communio et Progressio 
poses a great challenge and 
consolation to the Good Shep-
herd congregation. In a particu-
lar way for the congregation, 
Jesus communicates himself 
as Good Shepherd— one who 
has compassion for the weak, 
one who looks after the lost, 
the one who has come to give 

life to the full.  
 
Apostolic Sisters have direct 
involvement with the poor in the 
apostolate and have the possi-
bility to communicate this love 
to the people they serve in par-
ishes, in schools, in our centers 
and residences, in places 
where Sisters do advocacy 
work networking with govern-
ment and non government or-
ganizations in the hope of 
changing unjust structures in 
society.  

The Contemplative Sisters, on 
the other hand, help the Apos-
tolic Sisters through their 
prayers and in the work of ad-
vocacy-- writing letters to gov-
ernment and non government 
leaders about issues concern-
ing women and children or en-
couraging them when good 
things that benefit the marginal-
ized are upheld or disagreeing 
with governments when the 
dignity of the human person is 
trampled upon.  

The units are in contact with 
the Congregational Leadership 
Team in Rome and the various 
offices at the Generalate espe-
cially the secretariat which fa-
cilitates the flow of information 
to and from the Generalate.  

Sisters are in touch with the 
Mother House and the Spiritu-

ality Center in Angers, France. 
Documents on our rich Good 
Shepherd heritage are made 
available and Webwork provide 
articles for reflection.  

Good Shepherd News , pub-
lished in our three official lan-
guages, French, English and 
Spanish give an update on the 
congregation’s activities world-
wide. Communications persons 
in the different units, the trans-
lators and contributors all help 
in this newsletter. The Flash 
News is sent when there is an 
urgent need, like, tsunami,  
earthquake or call for solidarity. 
As the congregation responds 
to the needs of the world, the 
Treasurer General coordinates 
communication on how finan-
cial help to the units are sent. 

For 10 years now, our congre-
gation has been affiliated as an 
NGO with the United Nations’ 
Economic and Social Council, 
(ECOSOC) giving voice to the 
plight of marginalized women 
and children. Sisters are in 
touch with the NGO represen-
tative at UN and the coordina-
tor for Justice Peace and Soli-
darity for Mission in Rome. Em-
brace the World and other in-
formation are very helpful. 

Information help and challenge 
Sisters in certain situations to 
act, e.g. through letter writing, 
giving signatures etc. as re-
cently in the case of ‘Women 
for prostitution during the World 
Cup in Germany’.   
 
As the Congregational Leader-

COMMUNICATIONS... (Continued from page 2)  

(Continued on page 4)  

 

 

“In the wake of the fortieth-anniversary of the closing of the Second 
Vatican Ecumenical Council, I am happy to recall its Decree on the 
Means of Social Communication, Inter Mirifica, which in particular 
recognized the power of the media to influence the whole of human 
society. The need to harness that power for the benefit of all man-
kind has prompted me, in this my first message for World Communi-
cations Day, to reflect briefly on the idea of the media as a network 
facilitating communication, communion, and cooperation.” 

              -Pope Benedict XVI, 40th World Day of Communications, 2006 



4 

ship Team, in the Christmas 
2005 Message said, “Through 
instant technology, the hidden 
poor became visible to the 
world.  Jesus in a stable in a 
remote village took on many 
forms, for example, that of a 
lost child waiting to be found... 
We also experienced horrors of 
human making … terrorism - 
bombing of our trains, ongoing 
wars, genocide, starvation, as-
sassinations of leaders and 
murders of sisters and broth-
ers.”   
 
The CLT asked, “how will our 
tears and our zeal, our labor on 
the streets of our cities, bring 
about an eradication of extreme 
poverty and hunger? There has 
been a call to make poverty 
history on the African continent.  
One of the Millennium Goals of 
the United Nations is the eradi-
cation of extreme poverty in the 
world.  How can our mission 
produce in us an active interna-
tional compassion…the kind of 
compassion, which is called for 
in this world that Jesus is born 
into today?  How are we net -
working with others to achieve 
this? We also witnessed out -
pourings of solidarity during the 
death of Pope John Paul II and 
the inauguration of Pope Bene-
dict XVI.” 
 
Indeed, through the years, the 
means of social communica-
tions helped in keeping Sisters 
informed of the mission, of 
knowing one another and the 
world in general. Sisters in vari-
ous parts of the world can use 
print, radio and television for 
the ministries. Access to inter-
net, email and website and the 
availability of resources differ in 
each country but the sisters 
use these means to continue 
our mission today. 
 
The recent earthquake in Indo-
nesia, the hurricane in New Or-
leans, the tsunami in Asia, the 
landslide in Central America 

were just a few of the situations 
that showed the solidarity and 
compassion of Good Shepherd 
People (apostolic and contem-
plative sisters, the laity) world-
wide.  

 

Richness 
 

The richness of the congrega-
tion was evident in the re-
sponses of Sisters in our differ-

ent provinces to the question-
naire in relation to a thesis, 
“Public Relations, Charism and 
Formation of Sisters of Our 
Lady of Charity of the Good 
Shepherd” which I did for my 
studies at the Gregorian Uni-
versity.”  How Sisters communi-

COMMUNICATIONS... 
 

(Continued from page 3)  

(Continued on page 5)  

 

UNITS AND CONTINENTAL GROUPINGS 
 

Asia-Pacific Circle.  This includes: China District (HongKong, Tai-
wan, China and Macau), Province of East Asia (Korea, Myanmar, 
Thailand, Vietnam), Province of India Nepal, Province of Indonesia,  
Province of Japan, Province of the Philippines, Province of Singa-
pore/Malaysia, Province of Sri Lanka/Pakistan and Province of Aus-
tralia/Aotearoa/New Zealand.  
 

North America .  Province of Canada,  Province of New York and  
Province of  Mid-North America.  
 

Latin America:  (REAL, Red America Latina) 
Province of Argentina/Uruguay, Province of Belo Horizonte, Prov-
ince of Bogota, Sector of Bolivia, Province of Chile, Province of 
Central America (Costa Rica, Guatemala, Panama, El Salvador, 
Nicaragua, Puerto Rico and Honduras), Province of Ecuador, Prov-
ince of Medellin, Province of Mexico, Province of Peru, Province of 
Recife, Province of Paraguay and Province of Venezuela.  
 

Europe: Province of Austria/Switzerland/Czech Republic, Province 
of Spain, Province of France/Belgium, Province of Norddeutsch-
land, Province of Sudwestdeutschland, Province of Great Britain, 
Community of Hungary, Province of Ireland/Ethiopia, Province of 
Italy, District of Malta, Community of the Netherlands, and  Province 
of Portugal. 
 

RIMOA (Reseau Iles, Moyen Orient, Afrique or Network of  The  
Isles, Middle East and Africa) Province of Lebanon/Syria, Province of 
Egypt/Sudan, District of The Isles (Madagascar, Mauritius and Reunion), 
Sector of Kenya, Sector of Senegal, Sector of Angola, Sector of South 
Africa, Community of Ivory Coast and Community of Mozambique . 

“While He was on earth Christ revealed Himself as the Perfect 
Communicator. Through His "incarnation", He utterly identified Him-
self with those who were to receive His communication and He 
gave His message not only in words but in the whole manner of His 
life. He spoke from within, that is to say, from out of the press of His 
people. He preached the Divine message without fear or compro-
mise. He adjusted to His people's way of talking and to their        
patterns of thought. And He spoke out of the predicament of their 
time.”  

Communio et Progressio, 11  (May 23, 1971) 
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cate in each particular country    
vary. But whether our Sisters 
use the traditional means of 
communications or the ad-
vanced technology, our Sisters 
strive always to be witnesses of 
God’s compassion. St. Mary 
Euphrasia’s legacy to us to look 
at the other person as precious, 
lives in us, her daughters. 
 
Today’s means of communica-
tions offer many challenges to 
us.  

 Today 

At present there are 46 units – 
33 provinces, 3 districts and 4 
sectors in the congregation  
spread in 71 countries in the 
world. Four units are currently 
under the leadership of the 
Generalate (Hungary, the Neth-
erlands, Ivory Coast and Mo-
zambique). There are two inter-
national communities, the 
Mother House in Angers, 
France and the Generalate in 
Rome, Italy. 
 

The units are grouped in this 
manner:   
 

Asia-Pacific Circle, European  
Network, North America, Net -
work of Latin America (Red 
America Latina, REAL), and 
RIMOA (Reseau Iles, Moyen 
Orient, Afrique or Network of 
the Isles, Middle East and Af-
rica).  
 

How we communicate 
 

There is a wide range of ways 
with which Good Shepherd Sis-

ters all over the world commu-
nicate in their respective units – 
depending on the availability of 
resources in each  province, 
district of sector. These means 
could be any of the traditional 
means of communications-- 
witnessing, catechesis, direct 
personal encounter, having the 
messages posted on bulletin 
boards; to having meetings – 
conferences, sessions, cluster 
meetings, sending letters and 
birthday cards to one another.  

Sisters in various levels of for-
mation also write their own 
newsletters, sisters reach out to 
one another through the con-
ventional telephones or cellular/ 
mobile phones.  For group 
meetings, several units have 
facilities for tele/conference 
calls; messages are sent by 
fax. Sending messages by 
email is another means and 
communications, the Yahoo 
messenger or the skype are 
used to communicate, the web-
site is another, although in 
countries with poor internet 
connections this could be diffi-
cult. Bulletin boards, chalk talk, 
street theatre continue to influ-
ence people in the ministry.  
Radio and  television provide 
information.  Audio cassette, 
songs for awareness building, 
video, CDs or DVDs on the 
apostolate and the congrega-
tion are produced.  

Meetings, workshops and con-
ferences are means to share 
knowledge and skills: the Asia- 
Pacific Workshop of Migrant 
Apostolate, on formation 
Course, Workshop of contem-
platives, symposium, confer-
ences, workshops, lectures, 
public talks, panels, rallies. 
There is networking on projects 
to help people escape pov-
erty— income generating, mi-
cro-credit and marketing pro-
jects.  

Communication is by email for 
the purpose of networking, ad-
vocacy, information  sharing. 
Periodic meetings on formation 
are held in the region for the 
sisters to learn from one an-
other and to train formators. 
Sisters write letters to mission-
aries in other units to support 
them: they receive newsletters 
published by other units and 
learn more about their minis-
tries and apostolate, sisters 
worldwide pray for a particular 
unit for a week during the year 
as a way of communion in 
spirit. 

The speed by which sisters are 
able to receive communication 
has brought sisters worldwide 
so much closer.  Communica-
tion they say has been a tre-
mendous asset for promoting 
unity. 

The means of communication 
is a very vital instrument in 
building better relationships 
among Good Shepherd Sisters. 
Through media, the sisters are 
able to reach out to one an-
other, understand each other, 
share skills and knowledge, 
network with one another for 
effective delivery of service to 
those in need.  

COMMUNICATIONS...      
 

(Continued from page 4)  

“My prayer on this year’s World Communications Day is that the 
men and women of the media will play their part in breaking down 
the dividing walls of hostility in our world, walls that separate 
peoples and nations from one another, feeding misunderstanding 
and mistrust. May they use the resources at their disposal to 
strengthen the bonds of friendship and love that clearly signal the 
onset of the Kingdom of God here on earth.  

 

 
Pope John Paul II, 24 January 2005, the Feast of Saint Francis de Sales  

 

 

(Continued on page 6)  
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Challenges                                  
and Recommendations 

There are many suggestions, 
observations on how the con-
gregation uses the means of 
communication.  The Sisters 
who responded acknowledged 
the effectiveness of media in 
promoting the cause of women. 
Many Good Shepherd Sisters 
worldwide mentioned of experi-
ences when the congregation, 
community or particular sisters 
were featured in the media.  
They got varied responses— 
inquiries from women inter-
ested in joining the congrega-
tion, benefactors come to help 
the sisters through material or 
their personal services and vol-
unteer work for the ministry. 
There are units, too, who have 
had sad experiences about un-
ethical practices of media peo-
ple.  
 

One of the suggestions re-
ceived was that communica-
tions be included in the forma-
tion program of the Congrega-
tion of Our Lady of Charity of 
the Good Shepherd. This will 
be helpful in making the Sisters 
aware of the responsibility of 
each one in promoting the ser-
vices offered by the congrega-
tion, and it will help them as 
they educate the community to 
be responsive to the needs of 
the marginalized.  
 

It is important for Good Shep-
herd Sisters, both apostolic and 
contemplatives, to have better 
communications skills to fulfill 
its ministry and to work with 
government and non govern-
ment organizations, leaders of 
governments and the Church 
where Sisters work in programs 
for dioceses and archdioceses 
or in parishes. The nature of 
our work, too, entails that in re-
sponding to the needs of the 
marginalized, Sisters also look 
after those who belong to other 

COMMUNICATIONS...      
 

(Continued from page 5)  

Media and our apostolate 

The following are several experiences of Sisters on how media  
helped the apostolate: 
 
The apostolate of the Good Shepherd Sisters in Taiwan have been 
featured on television. As a result congregation is well known in the 
island and the work is esteemed.  People are generous to come to 
help the projects. (Taiwan) 
 
We have been featured on T.V and on the radio. The public get to 
know our Congregation and our ministries here. They appreciate 
very much our presence in this country. (Czech Republic) 
 
One of our sisters, Sr. Benedicta Hoffman,  got an award from the 
German Government for her work for the people and the country.  
The award was handed over by the Federal President of Germany. 
This event was published in the newspapers and aired on televi-
sion.  This instance has had positive effects on the public esteem 
for the ministry of the Good Shepherd Sisters and has enabled our 
congregation to be known by the public.  (Germany) 
 
Several years ago there was a program on our ministry that was 
aired on TV, viewers even saw it in countries like Slovakia, where 
there are Hungarian-speaking people.  Recently, a video of our min-
istry was shown on TV and it was helpful for our work here. 
(Hungary) 
 
Several Sisters have participated in programs for radio and televi-
sion. They talked about our charism:  our work for families in con-
flict, our prison apostolate, our ministry to young people in difficulty. 
Interviews were conducted by journalists and these have been lis-
tened to by a wide audience. (Argentina/Uruguay)  
 
Our Foundress St. Mary Euphrasia set the gold standard for keep-
ing up with the latest technology when she would send sisters to 
learn how to operate machinery that would help us train women   
She sent the Sisters to learn about the latest sewing machines.   I 
think as soon as we learn new skills we are anxious to pass this 
knowledge along to those we serve. (Mid North America) 
 
There was a documentary film made about a sister in the New York 
province that was aired on Television. This was very positive. Re-
cently Oprah Winfrey visited one of our Good Shepherd programs 
in New York City.  Her own background and desire to reach out to 
others became a mutually enriching experience. Oprah’s desire to 
make one’s environment beautiful, is so reflective of Saint Mary Eu-
phrasia who shared similar sentiments. (New York) 
 
Many reports on the apostolates of sisters throughout the world 
have been very helpful.    Reports dealing with the systemic causes 
of injustices have been particularly good, i.e. anti trafficking reports, 
root causes of poverty, information on mirco credit schemes etc.  

(Continued on page 7) (Continued on page 7)  
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Information on Sisters receiving awards in different parts of the 
world has increased awareness as to what we are about as Con-
gregation. (Rome) 
 
Text messaging, a new way of communicating in the Philippines 
enables us to easily get connected.  In cases of threat to the lives of 
our Sisters and people we serve in Kalilid, Agusan del Sur, it is 
easy for the message to be relayed to the different houses so that 
Sisters can at once be united in prayer for them.  Connections can 
also be readily made in Manila for significant people for help. 
(Philippines) 
 
The issue about Van Nguyen who was on death row due to drug 
trafficking was very powerful.  I could feel the whole congregation 
was united in calling for “no more death penalty”.  And I could feel 
the energy and prayers that came pouring in during the service we 
held for Van in Marymount before his body was flown back to Aus-
tralia.  (Singapore/Malaysia) 
 
When we were affected by the Tsunami, immediately the media got 
the attention of the whole world.  Focus was on Sri Lanka, and 
within the Congregation, too, we were supported tremendously.  
Messages of solidarity and concern offered through telephone, e-
mail and fax consoled us greatly.  Financial and material assistance 
reached us in no time. (Sri Lanka/Pakistan) 
 
It is important to denounce anything that promotes violence against 
the women and children; denouncing abuses should be part of our 
political formation in society and a participation in the formation of 
the critical conscience. When the means of communication are 
available they are very helpful in our work.  In our province we must 
have more opportunities to use the means of communication. 
(Recife) 
 
During the 2003 General Chapter in Angers, we were able to 
“participate” vicariously in the activities of the delegates.  Proceed-
ings were right away available in the internet and we followed with 
great interest its development.  We felt part of the deliberation 
through our prayers.  It had the unction of timing, the turn of events 
made the congregation so vibrant with life.  There was a sense of 
connectedness to the source- the Chapter and a full support from 
all of us.  The technology became the instrument of information en-
hancing our connectedness so important in building UNITY. (The 
Isles--- Madagascar, Mauritius and Reunion) 
 
In Ethiopia, “every day we are face to face with persons living in ab-
ject poverty.  Their cries are muffled by the cruel and repressive 
government.  Our challenge is to become a voice for the voiceless.  
“The Lord hears the cry of the poor – blessed be the Lord”.  We use 
websites to gather information on social issues and to know what is 
happening politically in Ethiopia.  Often it is only outside information 
that reveals what is happening within – due to the repression men-
tioned above. (Ethiopia) 

Media and our apostolate... (Continued from page 6)  

religions and beliefs. 
 

The challenge before us on 
how we can use the means of 
social communications for our 
mission is great. Each one is 
encouraged to share her gifts.       
                    oOo 

 www.buonpastoreint.org 

Jesus Christ the Good 
Shepherd is the true model 
whom we must try to 
imitate...he is the divine 
original that we strive to 
reproduce in our whole 
conduct.  We must 
endeavour on our side to 
form ourselves to the spirit 
of this adorable master and 
live his very life. 
              -  St. Mary Euphrasia 

 

 

 
AETATIS NOVAE: A SUMMARY 
 

Aetatis Novae, a pastoral Instruc-
tion on social communications writ-
ten on the 20th year anniversary of 
Communio et Progressio is divided 
into five major parts: 1) The Con-
text of Social Communications 
which tackles the cultural, social, 
political and economic context to-
day; 2) The Work of the Means of 
Social Communications, which 
speaks of media working at the 
service of persons and cultures, 
dialogue with the world, the human 
community and progress, ecclesial 
communion and new evangeliza-
tion; 3) Current Challenges that 
call for critical evaluation, solidarity 
and integral development, policies 
and structures and the defense of 
the right to information and com-
munications. 4) Pastoral Priorities 
that asks for involvement in de-
fense of human cultures, develop-
ment and promotion of the 
Church’s own media of social com-
munication, formation of Christian 
communicators, and pastoral care 
of communications personnel, and 
5) The need for Pastoral Plan-
ning enjoining bishops to take their 
responsibilities in the area of social 
communications and the urgency 
of a pastoral plan for social com-
munications. 

COMMUNICATIONS...      
 

(Continued from page 6)  



Province of Italy:  Witnessing to Christ 
Genoa, with its big harbour  on  the 
North-West of the Italian Penin-
sula, still boasts of its great past 
when it was a Marine Republic and 
Christopher Columbus sailed off in 
search of the unknown world. In 
2005 it was proclaimed, with Lille 
in France, as the city of culture, 
and truly, it is so. 
 
Today, its harbour, besides its 
splendour with big Cruisers, is 
open to flocks of immigrants from 
East and West.  After sunset its 
typically 15th century narrow roads, 
built purposely so, to keep off the 
assailants, are crowded with North 
Afr icans,  Niger ians,  Lat in-
Americans and refugees from 

Eastern Europe.  Slowly but surely, 
Christ is revealing Himself to all 
these nameless faces, whispering 
interiorly that He knows them each 
by name. Indeed, from their midst, 
there is always a group who re-
ceives Baptism mainly at the 
Easter Vigil celebration. 
 
This year, two of our youngsters, 
sisters, 15 and 18 years old, from 
the Dominican Republic,  received 
the Sacraments of Initiation with 
other nine adults at the Cathedral. 
A very touching celebration: watch-
ing them all, inclining their heads, 
one by one, on the baptismal font, 
as the Cardinal Archbishop pours 
the purifying water of Baptism, thus 
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In the book of Genesis, Chapter 
11, we read: 
  
 “Throughout the earth men spoke 
the same language, with the same 
vocabulary.  They said to one an-
other, “Come let us build ourselves 
a town and a tower with its top 
reaching heaven. . .  Let us make a 
name for ourselves.” 
 

   “Then Yahweh came down to see 
the town that the sons of man had 
built.  “So they are all a single peo-
ple with the same language!” said 
Yahweh.  “This is but the start of 
their undertakings!  There will be 
nothing too hard for them to do!  
Come let us go down and confuse 
their language on the spot so that 
they can no longer understand one 
another.”  
  
 “Yahweh scattered them thence 
over the whole face of the earth. “  
 

 And that’s where we are today. 
 

 I will not make an exegesis of the 
text (being quite incapable of it) but 
the fact is that this Biblical passage 
is trying to tell us something.  Each 
one has to discover its profound 
meaning.   
 

 Rome, the center for our congre-
gational government, is a place 
where all the world news comes, 
all the appeals, a place which 

evokes life, sharing, etc.  And then 
arises the language barrier.  The 
understanding of the heart is there 
but it still needs to pass through 
words.   
 

 There is need to reflect on the im-
plications of having different lan-
guages through our lived experi-
ence.   
 

 My own experience maybe divided 
in two modes:  

-       communication in general 
assemblies using transla-
tors  

-       communicating in ordi-
nary conversation without 
translators 

 

 Communication with translation 
 

 In the first mode, I always ask my-

self, “Have I understood what I ex-
pressed?  And do I understand 
what has been translated?”  In the 
beginning such an experience felt 
a bit abrasive. 

 

 A most important thing is one’s 
confidence in the translator.  There 
is also the simplicity of relationship 
which allows us to ask for a repeti-
tion of what was said, and to ex-
press our response in the form of a 
question regarding our own com-
prehension which can then lead to 
an adequate response.   
 I greatly appreciate the work of the 
translators and give them my full 
confidence.  
 

Communication  
without translation   

 

 Communicating without translators 
can be quite limited.  A few words 
learned, gestures to try to express 
the words… all this makes the rela-
tionship quite superficial.  It is a 
difficulty and a poverty, because 
outside the “official” meetings, 
there are the informal encounters 
in which I like to express many 
things and to have a greater knowl-
edge of one another for better ser-
vice to the congregation.   
 

 That in general, is what I can say, 
and I greatly regret not having the 
gift of languages, for each country 
has its own culture which ex-
presses itself in all its richness in 
its own tongue.   
 

 Sr. Agnes Baron, CGS  
(Sr. Agnes of France is a member 
of the Commission on Contempla-
tive Good Shepherd Life that met 
in Rome  May 17-26.) 

Contemplative Corner 
Communication:  
Words and gestures 
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(Continued on page 16) 

accepting Christ in His death and 
Resurrection. Young and old, from 
Africa, Albania and Santo Do-
mingo!!! Their stories are so varied 
but they all have one common de-
nominator: the witness of a friend, 
of a neighbour, of a convincing 
adult. 
 
Who can ever fathom the Lord’s 
way of thinking?  Here we are in 
Genoa and yet , at  the “Good 
Shepherd” we have a micro-world 
of residents of all ages. Presently 
we are sheltering two families from 
Ukraine  and Albania; a Brazilian 
University student asked to be ac-
companied for her Confirmation 
and she brought along  a 35-year 

 



MARIA DROSTE`S HOUSE 
  
Mahuala Expansão- Nampula 
  
In February 2006, two of our 
Sisters moved from the City of 
Nampula to their new home: 
Mar ia  Dros te`s  House.  
Though  remaining to be only 
one community of four; Sr Eva 
and Sr. Isabel both from Angola 
live in Nampula for their stud-
ies. Malatane Mission contin-
ues with Sr. Prameela and Sr. 
Gladys. 

 

NAMPULA CITY 

 Nampula is a city of  250.000 
inhabitants surrounded by in-
selbergs, a German word 
meaning "island- mountain. It is 
the major city in the Northern 
region of Mozambique and the 
third biggest city in the country. 
It is also the capital of Nampula 
Province. Thanks to its strate-
gic location Nampula benefits 
from outstanding commerce.  

The city has the fluidity of a 
normal city with interestings 
mixture of styles and architec-
tures. 

Many people from the Northen 
region converge in Nampula for 
various reasons. 

 VARRANI´S DREAMS  

At last, a dream for Varrani 
Community has become a real-

ity: "Primary School of the 
Good Shepherd of Varrani". 

For a long time the community 
of Varrani - an outstation at 
about 60 km from Malatane 
Mission- worked together to-
wards a school facility. 

Since 2001, we started to as-
sist and encourage the commu-
nity towards the education of 
women and children. We tried 
to get   teachers for the pro-
gram and to provide books for 
the students. On the other 
hand, the community builds a 
mud-hut school every year as 
the windy rain season often 
causes the school to fall. 

Meetings were held among 
Good Shepherd Sisters,  
Church and community lead-
ers, to find ways to  improve 
the educational facilities. We 
suggested that a small contri-
bution from each one can help 
to raise fund  for building a 
proper school. Their positive 
response and  commitment 
made us to reflect and pray 
about it. 

Our German Sisters were ap-
proached concerning this issue. 
They in turn linked us to "Stern 
Singer" which expressed will-
ingness to assist and help Var-
rani Community. 

Thanks to the "Stern Singers 
and Kinder Mission Werk" con-
struction of a school building  
began early this year.  

A construction company was 
approached to build three 
classrooms, a teachers´ office 
and a toilet. 

C h i l d r e n ,  t e a c h e r s  
and  community members 
worked together to achieve 
only one goal for 2006: a New 
Primary School in Varrani. 

Teachers and pupils planted 
new trees as a  sign of a new 
life growing within themselves. 

The Primary School of the 
Good Shepherd of Varrani was 
inaugurated on 25th February 
2006. 

Today, there are about 100 stu-
dents and three teachers. 
While the children study in 
morning, the adults have their 
literacy classes in the after-
noon. 

Congratulations to Varrani Pri-
mary School! 

INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN`S  DAY 

  
WE ARE ON THE ROAD!!!! 
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News from Mozambique 

(Continued on page 12) 

  

International Women’s Day celebration in Angoche 
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Province of Australia/Aotearoa/New Zealand 
 

Fostering Good Shepherd Spirit and Mission as “Edge” People  

On a recent visit to Australia, 
the American peace activist 
and priest, Rev Jim Wallis, 
talked about the Church keep-
ing people on the edge. He 
said that people, and particu-
larly youth, were not at the cen-
tre of the Church. What people 
are searching for and want is to 
be connected, to belong, and to 
discover ways of giving and 
making an ongoing commit-
ment to Church and to society. 
So often in our Good Shepherd 
work we meet, engage and ac-
company those who are most 
vulnerable and disadvantaged. 
They may not know Church, 
and are confined to the edges 
of society in many different 
ways.  People with a commit-
ment to Good Shepherd mis-
sion, spirit and values are 
“edge” people.   
 
As a way of helping people who 
identify with the mission, spirit 
and charism of Good Shepherd 
in the Province of Australia and 
Aotearoa New Zealand, we 
have established an office that 
has as part of its objectives to: 
•      Promote the growth of and 

reflection on Good Shep-
herd spirit and mission 
relevant to today’s world, 
through the broad Good 
Shepherd network. 

•      Create pathways for peo-
ple, particularly young peo-
ple, who wish to engage 
more fully in Good Shep-
herd life and/or mission.  

•      Identify common issues 
across the network, and 

facilitate communication 
within and develop a col-
lective voice for the net-
work. 

 
A newly appointed team of 
three has the task of putting 
flesh on the bones of these ob-
jectives! Annie Forrest is the 
Coordinator, and she comes 
with experience of working in 
this area in a Catholic health-
related organization with the 
Cabrini Sisters.  Bonita Ralph is 
the Coordinator for Youth De-
velopment and she comes with 
experience of working with 
young people through Good 
Shepherd Youth and Family 
Services in Melbourne.  Caro-

line Price is the Communica-
tions person and she comes 
with experience in administra-
tion, communications and so-
cial justice work internationally 
as a Good Shepherd sister. 
 

While Good Shepherd people 
may be “edge” people, we want 
to connect and communicate 
across the network, and invite 
other people in, to share and 
develop ways for them to ex-
perience being Good Shepherd 
in their own lives. Our aim is for 
all who identify as Good Shep-
herd to deepen their spirituality 
and sense of mission.   
 

The Team at Good Shepherd 
Australia New Zealand 

From left to right: Bonita, Caroline and Annie  

 

Visit: www.gsejmi.org/ 

Good Shepherd Economic 
Justice Ministries is the 
umbrella for fair trade 
marketing, income-generating 
and micro-credit projects 
initiated, sustained or 
sponsored by the Good 
Shepherd Sisters and their co-
workers internationally. 
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The Sisters of the Good Shepherd  
in Tasmania, Australia,  1893 - 2006 

On the feast of St Mary Eu-
phrasia, 24 April 2006, a group 
of sisters gathered with women 
who had been in their care, 
benefactors, colleagues and 
friends, for a farewell Mass in 
the Mt. St. Canice Chapel at 
Hobart.  112 years of Good 
Shepherd Sisters’ presence in 
Hobart, Tasmania had come to 
an end.  At the dinner which 
followed the Mass, Sr. Naomi 
McClements highlighted the 
changes that took place over 
the years as the sisters 
adapted to changes in social 
welfare policy and their own 
living circumstances.  She said 
that the community in Hobart 
was known for its progressive 
stance, and was open to try 
new ways.  Naomi read the 
words from a card that had 
been given to her, which 
summed up the sentiments of 
the day: 
 

"Don't be sad because it's over, 
smile because it happened"! 

 
Early Foundation 

 
Mt. St. Canice was named after 
the patron saint of Kilkenny, 
Ireland, the birthplace of Rev. 
William Dunne (a former Vicar 
General of the Archdiocese of 
Hobart) whose estate funded 
the purchase of land and sub-
sequent building of the Good 
Shepherd Convent at Sandy 
Bay.  It was officially opened on 
10 April 1893 by Cardinal 
Moran (from Sydney) assisted 
by Archbishop Murphy of 
Hobart. 
 
The founding sisters were Sis-
ters M. Alphonsus Dowling, O.
L. Good Counsel Dakers, 
Dominic White & Rosary Har-
ney.  The fist young woman ar-
rived on 1 May, followed by two 
more on the following day. As 
the numbers in care increased, 
extensions were made to the 
original building.  In 1900 a 
laundry was established to pro-

vide an income for the institu-
tion and occupation and train-
ing for the residents.  In 1969 
the laundry was registered as a 
Sheltered Workshop.  The shel-
tered workshop under separate 
management continues suc-
cessfully today as Blueline 
Laundry. 
 
The Convent Chapel was 
added and was opened on 27 
November 1910. Further exten-
sions to convent building took 
place and on 29 January 1933, 
the Archbishop of Hobart, 
Archbishop Hayden, blessed 
and opened the new additions 
to the convent. 
 
A holiday home for the girls 
was purchased at Cremorne in 
April 1953.  In August of that 
year a holiday home for the sis-
ters was also purchased at 
Cremorne.  Cremorne was a 
popular holiday destination for 
former residents and sisters 
until its sale in January 2006.  
 
In the late 1950s methods of 
residential care began to 
change. Sisters undertook 

training in welfare and psychol-
ogy and schoolrooms were es-
tablished at Mt. St. Canice, in-
cluding a domestic science 
block.  In 1960 the teaching of 
typing and shorthand com-
menced.  Group therapy was 
introduced in 1962 after the 
girls were accommodated in 
groups in contrast to congre-
gate care.   On 5 May 1962 a 
hostel was commenced.  De-
cember 1966 saw Archbishop 
Young open the new gymna-
sium. Two more hostels were 
opened in 1972.  The farm that 
had been in since the founda-
tion days in the 19th century 
was terminated in August 1969 
and all farming stock and im-
plements were auctioned.  
 
1974 was a tragic year for the 
sisters when a new boiler ex-
ploded during installation, kill-
ing eight persons and injuring 
many more.   The laundry was 
completely destroyed.  The 
people of Hobart shared the 
grief of the relatives and friends 
of the deceased and of the sis-

(Continued on page 12) 

From left to right, (front row) Sr. Peter Fraser, Sr. Pam Molony 
(Province Leader) and Sr. Bernadette Fox; (back) Sr. Naomi 
McClements, Sr. Elizabeth Meade and Sr. Adrienne Jones in the 
chapel at Mt. St. Canice for the Eucharistic celebration.  

 

   Visit the Australia/Aotearoa/New Zealand Province Website 

             www.goodshepherd.com.au/ 



MOZAMBIQUE...  (Continued from page 9) 

On March 6-8, the Women of 
Angoche organized the Interna-
tional Women’s Day celebra-
tions with great events  each 
day. The celebrations started 
with the arrival of the Governor 
of Nampula Province in An-
goche on the  March 6. 
  

The visit of the Governor to An-
goche had a long list of pend-
ing issues for over the past 
year; e.g. Health resources, 
improvement of Leadership, 
development of Industry and 
Commerce; etc, and the long 
awaited construction of a pave-
ment road from Angoche to 
Nampula.  
 

The Governor visited various 
communities and listened to the 
people’s hopes and aspirations 

and most felt needs. 
 

On March 8, we joined the 
celebration with the Mozam-
biquean Women who gathered 
at the " Monumento dos He-
roes". 
 

ters.  Wonderful help was given 
by many.  Nearly two years 
later a smaller sheltered work-
shop laundry was opened for 
both Mt. St. Canice residents 
and workers from the outside 
community. 
 

On 8 August 1976 Guildford 
Young Grove, providing hostel 
and nursing home care for 
aged persons, was opened by 
the then Prime Minister, Mal-
colm Fraser.  The centre was 
built by the Knights of the 
Southern Cross on land do-
nated by the sisters. 
 

November 1980 saw the first 
group of refugees from Indo-
China take up residence at Mt. 
St. Canice.   Just over a year 
later on 30 November, 1981, 
the sisters moved to Clare-
mont, to a new convent built by 
the Archdiocese.  In return, the 
sisters gave the Mt. St. Canice 
buildings and church to the 
Archdiocese.   At Claremont, 
the sisters became involved in 
a variety of pastoral and liturgi-
cal ministries while continuing 
pastoral care of former resi-

dents through Good Shepherd 
Homes.  
 

As the numbers of sisters de-
clined, the Good Shepherd 
community moved to a smaller 
house at Austins Ferry in 1991. 
The sisters continued their pas-
toral involvement in the Clare-
mont Parish and their pastoral 
interest in the former residents.  
In 1992 the running of the hos-
tels was handed over to a vol-
untary body, Euphrasia Inc., 
now known as Optia.  
 

Declining health plus ageing 
continued to take its toll of the 
small community and in Sep-
tember 1999, the house at 
Austins Ferry was sold.  While 
some sisters had moved inter-
state, two remained – Sr. 
Justine Dillon who lived out the 

remainder of her days at Guild-
ford Young Grove until her 
death in 2005, and Sr. Stanis-
laus (Stannie) Madden who re-
sided in a unit at Mt. St. Canice 
until her transfer to Melbourne 
at the end of March 2006.  
 

Benefactors 
 

From 1893 until 2006 the sis-
ters have been blessed with 
generous benefactors who 
have assisted the life and min-
istry of Good Shepherd through 
their donations of time, labour, 
professional advice, finance 
and loving kindness.  Today we 
thank all our benefactors once 
again for your dedication and 
generosity. 
 

More information, visit:  
    www.goodshepherd.com.au 

TASMANIA, AUSTRALIA... 
 

(Continued from page 11) 
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A number of women’s associa-
tions were present, each one 
distinctively noticeable by their 
colourful attires, performing 
their own dance and music. A 
message was delivered to the 
public remembering the heroic 
women of our land. The 
women’s voice was heard on 
that day. 
 

Happy International Women’s 
Day!!! The construction of the 
main road has already begun. 
Unlike the experiences in the 
past, this time the rebuilding of 
the road is  in full swing. 
  

Sr. Gladys Saiquita 
Mozambique 

    Visit:  www.buonpastoreint.org 
              www.bonpasteur.com 

Sr. Gladys (third from left) and 
the women in Mozambique  

Sisters in 1943.  
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 The Good Shepherd missionar-
ies stepped on  Kenyan soil on 
23rd April 1981. Since then, 
many women, children, and 
girls have experienced the 
compassion of Jesus the Good 
Shepherd who came that all 
people may have life in full-
ness. With this experience, we 
have all the reasons to give 
thanks to God for the past 25 
years . God has blessed us 
with vocations, good health, 
friends and benefactors, and 
the peace that enables us to 
reach out to the most marginal-
ized women and children. 
 

 The preparation for this cele-
bration began on 24th April 
2005, the feast of St. Mary Eu-
phrasia. Behind it, was a tire-
less preparatory committee 
which prepared all the sisters in 
the sector spirituality with 
monthly reflections, recollection 
days, and masses for that in-
tention.  The committee also 
formulated a thanksgiving daily 
prayer for the whole year.  
 

Celebration on 22nd April  
 

 The venue of our celebration 

was Kambakia the 1st house in 
Kenya. The other three com-
munities arrived at Kambakia 
2days earlier. Each community 
and individual members were 
assigned different responsibili-
ties for the three days. e.g 
prayers, meals, decorations, 
and the like. So each one was 
very busy cutting onions, peel-
ing potatoes or carrots, cutting 
meat, preparing chapatti, sing-
ing practice, etc. all in all, 22nd 
morning was the climax of the 
events. Each one had woken 
up by 5.am. young and old, in-
cluding the visitors, were carry-
ing cooking pots . By 7. a. m, 
some had already finished their 
parts but did not rest. They had 
to extend their hands to those 
who had difficult tasks, like, 
making chapatti. Every thing 
was enjoyable. It gave a picture 
which St. Mary Euphrasia 
would watch and repeat in her 
conferences to the novices:  
  
“My dear daughters, when I 
look at you, all so busy and ea-
ger at your different tasks, 
when  I   think of your zeal, 
your obedience and the beauti-
ful unity reigning among you, 

the Mother House seems to me 
like a beehive where you emu-
late each other at work and a 
large, secure establishment in 
which future generations will 
take refuge, using what you will 
have prepared, being nour-
ished on the fruit of your la-
bours and carrying on the work 
traced by your example.” Yes 
we have  celebrated because 
our first sisters risked to dis-
cover the unknown. God bless 
them. 
 

 Eucharistic Celebration 
  
 The Holy Mass began at 10 
o’clock in the morning at the 
Consolata Sisters’ Chapel. His 
Excellency  Archbishop Alain, 
the Apostolic Nuncio in Kenya, 
led the liturgy.  It was very lively 
liturgy,   our candidates, pre 
novices, and the novices began 
the processional dance outside 
the chapel.  
 

 Inside the church, Sr. Flora Ny-
awira invited Sr. Paulina, the 
sector leader,  who welcomed  
all the guests to the celebra-

 25 YEARS OF SHEPHERDING IN KENYA  
1981-2006 

 “GRATITUDE IS THE MEMORY OF THE HEART” 

(Continued on page 14)  

Sr. Margaret Lee (left) and Sr. 
Nyawira Flora 

Sr. Marcia Mercado (left) and Sr. 
Olga Malou Cristobal 

Good Shepherd Sisters,  led by Sr. Paulina Diez, sector leader, welcome 
the Nuncio.  Srs. Elaine Basinger and Eliene Barros of the 
Congregational Leadership Team were also in Kenya for the 
celebrations. 
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tion. Among the guests were 
two members of Congrega-
tional Leadership Team, Sr. 
Eliene and Sr. Elaine,  RIMOA rep-
resentatives, Sr. Carmel from 
Senegal, Sr. Maria from Sudan 
and Sr. Mary James from Ethiopia. 
Sr. Paulina also gave a brief expla-
nation of our work in Kenya. Thus; 
helping the most marginalized 
women girls and children. She then 
invited  Bishop Salesius Mugambi, 
of the Diocese of Meru to welcome 
the Nuncio and invited him to begin  
the Holy Mass. 
  

 The Apostolic Nuncio congratu-
lated us for the 25 years of pres-

25 YEARS IN KENYA...  
 

(Continued from page 13) 

ence in Kenya. At the same time, 
he reminded us that, the celebra-
tion does not mean the accom-
plis hment of the mission in Kenya, 
but another beginning. He stressed 
that our mission is not a easy one. 
It is a mission of helping people to 
fight with sin apart from the provi-
sion of social welfare services. A 
mission which will make us 
dispised like Christ as many will 
say “who are these women? “how 
can they associate with such peo-
ple? (referring to our apostolate).  
 
Bishop Salesius Mugambi also 
congratulated us and assured us of 
his support. He expressed it in few 
words. “You are here to stay”, he 
said. With the same spirit, he ex-
pressed his joy to receive our con-
templative sisters in his diocese. 
He gave his blessing that we may 
grow and spread to other places 

where we are needed especially 
the neighbouring countries.  
 
 After the Eucharistic celebration, 
everyone was welcomed to Kam-
bakia for lunch. The jubilee cake 
was cut by the Nuncio, bishop 
Mugambi and the sector council. 
We took our lunch as a family with 
our friends and the children under 
our care. After lunch, the visitors 
were to leave at the own time. 
 
The Sector of Kenya was espe-
cially grateful to all the religious 
women, the priests, the staff  and 
the lay people who supported us 
with their prayers and m aterial 
goods and to these who joined 
them in the celebrations. 
 
Sr. Lucy Kanjira 
Kenya 

With joy and gratitude we ac-
knowledge the presence of His 
Excellency Archbishop Alain 
Paul Lebeaupin, Apostolic Nun-
cio who presides this Eucharist 
celebration, Bishop of Meru 
Salesius Muganbi, our Parish 
priest Fr. Linus and all of you 
priests, religious and friends 
who accompany us today. We 
have the privilege to have 
among us two members of our 
Congregational Leadership 
Team who came from Rome for 
this occasion and Sisters from 
Ethiopia, Sudan and Senegal.  
 
One year ago, we started the 
Jubilee Celebration with this 
clear conviction: “Our memo-
ries are ways of encounter”. 
Yes, today the purpose of our 
encounter is to celebrate with 
deep gratitude the memories 
and the marvels of God during 
these 25 years of our presence 
in Kenya.  
 
“Please mother, help us!  The 
establishment of the Congrega-
tion in Kenya started with this 
cry of Bishop Silas Njiru, and 
the answer to it of Sr. Ber-
nardette Fox General Superior 
and the first missionaries Sis-
ters: Josephine Cordeiro, Cris-

tine Pinto and Sr. Hermine. We 
thank God today for all of them 
and the memories we have of 
their great life and work. 
 
We celebrate today the en-
counter of these first Good 
Shepherd Sisters with the 
Church in Kenya. Today, your 
presence here, Apostolic Nun-
cio, is the presence of the Uni-
versal Church, as representa-
tive of the Holy Father to whom 
we are deeply united. Thank 
you for coming. Thank you 
Bishop Mugambi and all of you 
priests of Meru Diocese. The 
establishment and the expan-
sion of Good Shepherd Con-
gregation in Kenya is the fruit of 
your great help, continuous 
support and pastoral care.  
 
We celebrate today the en-
counter of the Good Shep-
herd Sister with so many reli-

gious congregations and 
committed lay people. “God’s 
providence and support is evi-
dently clear through the gener-
osity of priests, religious, and 
friends” wrote the first Sisters in 
the Annals naming concrete 
lays and men and women Con-
gregations specially in Meru 
Diocese.  
 
We celebrate the generous 
encounter with our lay bene-
factors, represented here by 
Lobo’s family. “I have a piece 
of land that could be given for 
your use…- said Peter Lobo to 
the Sisters – and, how many 
times Lobo’s family invited the 
Sisters or brought them nice 
gifts for Christmas and other 
feast days. Dear family, you are 
now a big family of many gen-
erations and for some of us it is 

We celebrate encounters with Church, religious, laity, benefactors... 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Pastoral ministry to marginalized women in Brazil 
Last March 8, International 
Women’s Day, Sr. Ana Lucia 
Sanabria joined a group of 
prostituted women in a march 
along Paulist Avenue in Sao 
Paulo.  We took to the streets 
to show that ours is a daily 
struggle.  Together with all the 
women of Brazil we are fighting 
for education, health care, bet-
ter wages, racial equality, sex-
ual diversity, homes, land and 
above all, liberty and equal op-
portunities. 
 
Sr. Giaconda, Sr. Concepcao  
and Sr. Ana Lucia are mem-
bers of the Pastoral Ministry to 
marginalized women.  Specifi-
cally, we unite our struggle with 
a group of women who had 
been led to prostitution.  They 
are now going through a proc-
ess of change in their lives. 
 
It is common nowadays to hear 
that women already occupy all 
possible positions and have 
conquered all their rights.  But 
is this true?  Will the women 
have access to all positions without suffering violence? Vio-

lence is another factor  which 

 
show us how much women 
have to struggle that their rights 
would be recognized.  
 
 

Good Shepherd Sisters in Bra-
zil wish to be on the side of all 
women paulists, Brazilians and 
everyone carrying on the strug-
gle.  
 
 

Sr. Ana Lucia Sanabria 
Brazil 

“I was in prison and you visited me.”  Mt. 25:36 

Last August 8, 2005, Sr. M. Isa-
bel Oliveira of the Province of Belo 
Horizonte, Brazil celebrated her 
84th birthday.  The festivity was 
held together with a meeting of the 
Prison Pastoral Ministry where Sis-
ter continues her pastoral mission 
until now—visiting  the peniten-
tiary, participating in activities in 
favor of those deprived of their lib-
erty as well as in formation courses 
in this area. 
 

For around 25 years now, Sr. Isa-
bel has worked in the women’s 
prison in Sao Paulo.  When the 
prisons were turned over to the 
government in 1978, Sr. Isabel 
continued her work inside, pro-
claiming “liberty to captives, re-
lease to prisoners, and announcing 
a year of favor from the 
Lord.” (Luke 4: 18-19) 
 

The Prison Pastoral Ministry of 
Sao Paulo owes a debt of gratitude 

to the Good Shepherd Sisters who 
initiated this ministry which is so 
greatly needed.  Fr. Valdir, the pre-
sent coordinator of the pastoral 
ministry, in a grateful gesture, pre-
sented Sister, Isabel with a crucifix 

which used to hang in Pavilion 8 of 
Carandiru Prison, the place where 
a massacre took place some years 
ago. 
 

Sr. Isabel was greatly touched 
when she received the crucifix; it 
was so old and tarnished, the feet 
worn out by the kisses of the pris-
oner.s  But it was the image before 
which so many had prayed and 
around which we had celebrated 
so many liturgies. 
 

Thank you, Sr. Isabel for your per-
severance, for “passing through, 
doing good”.. thank you for open-
ing the way for other sisters to be-
come passionately devoted to this 
mission to which Jesus in his gos-
pel asks us to follow the way of 
mercy to give life to those deprived 
of their freedom and fight for their 
rights. 
 

Sr. Ana Lucia Sanabria 
Brazil 

 



16 

2006 
 

Good Shepherd News 
 

While each unit is encouraged to 
send articles anytime during the 
year, we have planned that there 

are specific issues when each unit 
is asked to submit an article so 

that at the end of the year all the 
units have been part of the Good 

Shepherd News. Please send arti-
cles by the 5th of each month. 

Here is the suggested  
schedule: 

 

January 
COR Commission, Committee for the 
Planning of the General Chapter,  

RIMOA meeting, other News 
 

February 
Japan, Portugal/Angola, Malta, 

Recife, Chile 
 

March 
Argentina/Uruguay, Sri Lanka/

Pakistan, France/Belgium, Bolivia 
 

April 
Egypt/Sudan, Netherlands, Bo-

gota, Mid North America 
 

May 
Australia/Aotearoa/NZ, Mozambique, 

Medellin, Great Britain, Kenya,  
Belo Horizonte 

 
June  

East Asia, South Africa, Paraguay, 
Central America 

 
July 

India, Senegal, Germany,  
Lebanon/Syria 

 
August 

Indonesia, Ireland/Ethiopia,  Peru 
 

September 
 Philippines, Les Isles, Italy, New York 

 
October 

 China District,  Spain, Ecuador 
 

November 
Singapore/Malaysia, Hungary, 

Venezuela 
 

December 
 Canada, Austria/Switzerland/

Republique Tcheque, CLT 
 

Invitation 
 

Please send articles, photos with cap-
tions  

for Good Shepherd News to: 
 

REGINA KUIZON  
Casa Generalizia,  

Suore del Buon Pastore 
Via Raffaello Sardiello 20  

00165 Roma, Italia  
Email: ginargs@buonpastoreint.org  

 

Good Shepherd News 
 
 

Special thanks to the following for the translation: 
 
 

Srs. Paulina Diez, Magdalena Franciscus, Charlotte Gill,  Odile 
Laugier, Adriana Perez, Digna María Rivas, Delia Rodriguez, 

Ana Lucia Sanabria, Mary James Wilson, Ms. Claire Alessandri 

 

difficult to recognize all of you. 
But the Good Shepherd Con-
gregation, Lobo’s family and 
many other benefactors are 
and will be linked forever in 
Kenya as a sign of Christian 
generosity, gratitude and love.  
 

 We celebrate the encounter 
of Good Shepherd Sisters 
with the people of Kenya, 
with their different realities, 
cultures and religions.  
Among them we enjoy God’s 
wisdom and presence in the 
wonderful nature of Kenya and 
through them we learn to go 
beyond the differences and to 
experience the new signs of the 
Spirit who acts in the bosom of 
a healthy pluralism and inter-
culturalism.  
 

And especially we celebrate 
today the encounter of Good 
Shepherd Sisters with the 
women, girls and children with-
out resources to uplift their hu-
man and spiritual dignity. They 
continue crying for our help be-
cause their struggles, confu-
sion, exploitation and all kinds 
of unjust situations. This en-
counter with them is the reason 
for our presence in Kenya and 
the origin of our Congregation . 
 

The first Sisters, benefactors 
and friends sowed the seed in 
good soil, dug and watered it not 

WE CELEBRATE ENCOUNTERS... (Continued from page 14) 

without efforts and pains. Today 
we are reaping the fruits of their 
labor. We give thanks to God for 
these fruits which allow us to re-
spond to the needs of the children, 
girls and women in distress with 
the presence among them of 9 
Kenyan final Professed Sisters, 7 
Temporary Professed Sisters, 4 
novices, 4 pre-novices and six can-
didates. We thank God for all the 
missionaries who came to Kenya 
and we are waiting that some Ken-
yan Sisters will follow their steps 
by answering God’s calls to go be-
yond our borders and to recreate 
and make visible the mission of 
Jesus the Good Shepherd in the 
world. 
 

With a heart full of joy and grati-
tude we invite you Bishop 
Mugambi to welcome His Excel-
lency and Apostolic Nuncio, to be-
gin this Mass of Thanksgiving to 
God, this Great Encounter with 
the Risen Lord, Jesus Christ, the 
true Center of our lives. 
 

Sr. Paulina Diez  
Unit Coordinator, Kenya 

ITALY... (Continued form page 8)  

old Italian friend who also wants to 
be confirmed. The parish-priest 
asked us to prepare two small Ec-
uadorian boys for their First Holy 
Communion.  They are the cutest 
angels who will be receiving Christ 
for the first time on May 28th. 
 

This is the Good Shepherd who 
seeks His flock. We are only tiny 
instruments wanting only to be 
docile to His call. 
                                                                                                               
Sr. Annunciata Gatt and the 
Community of Genoa  

Sr. Elaine Basinger and the sisters 


